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tenth year of its implementation and the Board is increasing its compliance and 
enforcement activities to address water quality impacts.  Del Mar farms is a large 
farming operation and is aware of the requirements of the Board.  Delaying 
implementation of protective practices for a year or more is not acceptable, especially 
because the area was subject to an approved Management Plan and discharges to an 
impaired water body.” 
 
The maximum penalty allowed under the California Water Code for these violations was 
$1.7 million.  Staff proposed a penalty of $123,191.  The Central Valley Water Board 
ultimately agreed unanimously to a penalty of $50,600, taking in to consideration Del 
Mar Farms’ installation of subsurface drip irrigation systems in 2012.  
 
Creedon said the Central Valley Water Board’s decision to reduce the recommended 
penalty shows the Board’s willingness to exercise leniency when the farmer has made 
long-term improvements.  The Order is available on the Central Valley Water Board’s 
website at 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/ 
(See adopted orders under Stanislaus County).   
 
The Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program regulates commercial irrigated agricultural 
operations within the Central Valley Water Board’s boundaries, which extend from the 
Oregon border south to portions of Los Angeles County.   
 
The Central Valley Water Board is a California state agency responsible for the 
preservation and enhancement of quality in water resources. For more information on 
the Central Valley Water Board, please visit the home page at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/ 
 
 


