Board of Directors and Officials

Barbara Balen, (TUD) - Vice President
Neil Cochran (FPUD) - Director

Jim Holmes (County of Placer) - Director
Mike Lee (PCWA) - Director

Brian Oneto (County of Amador) - Director
Michael Ranalli (County of El Dorado/
EDCWA) - Treasurer

Mountain Counties
WATER RESOURCES ASSOCIATION

www.mountaincountieswater.com Scott Ratterman (CCWD) - President

Bill George, past (EID) - Ex Officio

_ Norm Krizl, past (GDPUD) - Ex Officio
Executive Members

Amador Water Agency (AWA) March 7, 2017 Dave Breninger, retired (PCWA) - Ambassador

Cataveras Oounty Water Ristrict John Kingsbury - Executive Director

L Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board
&3;3"5)'35 Public Utility District State Water Resources Control Board

1001 | Street, 24th Floor
County of Amador Sacramento, CA 95814-0100
County of Calaveras
County of El Dorado Regarding: Comment Letter — 2016 Bay-Delta Plan Amendment & SED
County of Placer ;
County of Tuolumne Dear Ms. Townsend, Mok
El Dorado County Water Agency e
(EDCWA) The State Water Resources Control Board (SWCRB) ;
EI Dorado Irrigation District (EID) is developing regulations that will deprive northern \\J

Californian’s of our water supplies. The SWRCB's

Foresthill Public Utility District (FPUD) .
proposed plan guarantees that Sierra water be

S?s‘iii‘i‘&;w[{‘pﬂz‘f" Fulic Uky dedicated to flow unimpaired to the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta (Delta). This flawed approach will
Grizzly Flats Community Services drain Sierra Nevada headwaters and reservoirs while

s dedicating that water to fill a bathtub with a hole in it — the Delta.

Nevada Irrigation District (NID)
Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) MCWRA advocates for the water interests of its members in all or a portion of

South Tahoe Public Utilty Distrct 16 counties from the southern tip of Lassen County down to Fresno County.

(STPUD)
The Mountain Counties Area is approximately 15,750 square miles, of which

THDHIS SAAYES DSt (VA 60% is contained in eight National Forest units and three National Parks.

Twain Harte Community Services
District (THCSD) ) ] ] ]
The Mountain Counties Area includes ten major watershed areas and accounts

for about 25% of all natural runoff in California, over half of all snowmelt

Weimar Water Company runoff in the State, and 40% of the state’s developed water supply, more than
Affiliate Member from any other single source. This total increases to more than 60% of the
state’s developed water supply when combined with other waters from sources
within the entire Sierra Nevada. The larger Sierra Nevada Region is the source
of water for 23 million Californians.

Utica Water & Power Authority (UWPA)

City of Folsom
City of Roseville

Associate - County R ECEIVE [

< v ey ))

: Public Comment s ==
County of Alpine 2016 Bay—D_eIta Plan Amendment & SED 3-9-17
County of Nevada Deadline: 3/17/17 12:00 noon —
PO Box 251 Placerville, CA 95667 530.957.7879

Advocac) -. ship



Unimpaired flow, as interpreted by the SWRCB, “is the rate and volume of water flow that would be produced by
the rain and snow accumulating in a watershed absent any diversion, storage, or use of water”. Using this
regime makes no sense.

The Sierra Nevada watershed is a highly-altered system with reservoirs, canals, diversions, and power
generation facilities as is the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta waterway highly altered by a maze of sloughs,
miles of riprap, and deep and wide channels. Rather than trying to distort reality, the Mountain Counties Water
Resources Association strongly encourages the SWRCB abandon their unimpaired flow concept.

Also, what is missing from the discussion is the science developed by the Delta Independent Science Board
(Delta ISB). In August 2015, a review by the Delta ISB reported that “flow is but one factor affecting fishes and
its effects are confounded by other drivers of fish production in the ecosystem”. The report went on to say “that
five major drivers are considered as agents of change in any given ecosystem. These are habitat alteration and
loss, resource use and exploitation, invasive species, poliution, and climate. All of these drivers have played a
role in the Delta and affected fishes.”

The Delta ISB is a standing board of nationally and internationally prominent scientists with appropriate
expertise to evaluate the broad range of scientific programs that support adaptive management of the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Deita. Created by the Delta Reform Act of 2009 and appointed by the Delta
Stewardship Council, the Delta 1SB provides oversight of the scientific research, monitoring, and assessment
programs that support adaptive management of the Delta through periodic reviews.

The report reads “it is almost impossible to assess how flows affected fishes historically in the Delta because
the ecosystem has undergone and is still experiencing dramatic alterations in habitat, species composition and
interactions, channel morphology, and water guality.”

As noted in the report, much research in the Delta has been understandably focused on endangered or
threatened species and some non-natives such as the Striped bass. The non-native species dominate fish
biomass in much of the Delta and have disrupted historic food webs. Ecologically important species of fish are
those that dominate the ecosystem and/or play key roles in the food web. As called out in the report, “Little is
known about the impact of flows on many of these species and they likely have important food-web
relationships to threatened or endangered species.”

The State should concentrate on and fix the other multiple “drivers” in the Delta. Only then should it consider
the amount and timing of flow necessary to create a robust fishery in the Delta. Until the drivers have been
fixed in the Delta to provide food and cover for the endangered fish and water quality issues fixed upstream,
more flow should be deemed a waste and unreasonable use of water, pariicularly when the science is not there.

The “unimpaired flow” regime is a “take” from the drought-stressed northern California tributaries to help the
endangered species in the Delta with little or no regard to the impacts to the Sierra region's ecosystem, its
endangered aquatic plant and animal species, including endemic and migrating species that are already
stressed by forest fires and drought.



We recognize that the SWRCB members are faced with tough and complex decisions in this diverse state. The
mountain counties region stands ready to work collaboratively with the SWRCB to develop a comprehensive
plan that will enhance and protect natural resources in the Delta and in the Sierra while balancing other
beneficial uses of water.

Sincerely,

#\

John Kingsbury
Executive Director
Mountain Counties Water Resources Association

C: State Water Resources Control Board Members

Board of Directors, Mountain Counties \Water Resources Association

The Honorable:

Congressman Tom McClintock Assembly Member Frank Bigelow
Congressman Doug LaMalfa Assembly Member Brian Dahle
Congressman Ami Bera Assembly Member James Gallagher
Senator Dianne Feinstein Assembly Member Kevin Kiley
Senator Kamala Harris Senator Tom Berryhill

Senator Ted Gaines

Senator Jim Nielsen



