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Summary of Testimony 

• CCEEB and others support sustainable, green 
infrastructure approaches to stormwater regulation 

• CCEEB supports the SWRCB Stormwater Strategic 
Initiative Process 

• CCEEB requests that the SWRCB use numeric measures 
as goals, but not as strictly enforceable legal requirements, 
now or in the future 



CCEEB Supports 
Sustainable, Green 
Infrastructure 
Approaches to 
Stormwater Control 



Sustainable, Green Infrastructure Projects 
Offer a Range of Benefits 
• Offer multiple benefits, including better water 

quality and water supply enhancement 

• Promote multi-party partnerships and are often 
easier to fund than treatment controls 

• Are generally more acceptable to the community 

• Can provide recreation opportunities and visual 
amenities 

• Generally use less energy and fewer chemicals, 
produce less waste, and require less 
maintenance 



Draft Order Supports Sustainable, Green 
Infrastructure Approaches  

“The alternative compliance path should encourage the use  
of green infrastructure and the adoption of low impact 
development principles … should encourage multi-benefit 
regional projects that capture, infiltrate, and reuse storm water 
and support a local sustainable water supply …” 

(Draft Order at p. 49) 



EPA Policy Supports Sustainable 
Infrastructure Approaches  



The Alternative to Green Infrastructure is 
Hardscape, Energy-intensive Treatment Controls 

Source:  Photo of Caltrans filter project,  

210 Freeway in Pasadena (Paulsen, Dec 2014) 

Source:  Photo of Aliso Creek Bacteria Treatment Facility 

(County of Orange, 2005) 



Draft Order Recognizes Difficulty in Meeting 
Numeric Limitations Under All Circumstances 

(Draft Order at p. 73) 



Stringent, Legally Enforceable Numeric Limits 
(Now or In the Future) Will Lead to Hardscape 
Treatment Solutions 



CCEEB Respectfully Requests that the 
SWRCB Use Numeric Requirements as Goals 

• CCEEB supports the SWRCB’s Stormwater Strategic 
Initiative Process, which may address these issues, or may 
result in development of methods for calculating appropriate 
numeric measures 

• Focus should be on green, sustainable, multi-benefit 
solutions, which do improve water quality 

• Using numeric requirements as strictly enforceable limits  
(now or in future) will lead to undesirable results 


