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relevant section below, for requirements currently imposed only in high vulnerability areas to 
also apply to low vulnerability areas. Additionally, under our revisions, the high/low vulnerability 
designations may continue to be used for prioritization in the context of some of the 
groundwater monitoring requirements, as we will discuss in section II.A.8 of this order.74 Further, 
the criteria forming the definition of high vulnerability will continue to inform the requirement to 
prepare a water quality management plan for both surface water and groundwater. 
 
The uniform application of requirements for groundwater protection shall be precedential for 
irrigated lands programs statewide. But we leave open the possibility that risk based 
designations continue to be used for differentiating surface water protection requirements and 
for phasing in groundwater protection requirements. We also decline to direct a uniform set of 
criteria for risk designation and leave the regional water boards with considerable discretion to 
design reasonable frameworks for differentiation and prioritization. In addition to the high/low 
vulnerability approach of the Eastern San Joaquin Agricultural General WDRs, such criteria 
may, for example, include the risk-based tier designations in the Central Coast irrigated lands 
programs or possibly categories based on farm-size.75 
 
Finally, we acknowledge, as further discussed in Section II.A.5.b below, that there may be 
uniquely-situated categories of growers for whom the requirement for nitrogen reporting is 
inappropriate. Our order revisions allow a category of growers to be exempted from the nitrogen 
applied and removed reporting requirements subject to a demonstration that applied nitrogen is 
not expected to seep below the root zone in amounts that would, even over multiple decades, 
reach groundwater, and is further not expected to discharge to surface water. 
 
2. Requirement to Participate in Outreach Events 
Under the Eastern San Joaquin Agricultural General WDRs, members in high vulnerability areas 
are required to participate in outreach events and review outreach materials to become 
informed of any known water quality problems and the management practices that are available 
to address those problems.76 We extend the requirement to participate in outreach events to all 
Members. This is consistent with the direction of the Agricultural Expert Panel for the  
 
74 The groundwater monitoring requirements of the Eastern San Joaquin Agricultural General WDRs, discussed in 
section II.A.8, are carried out by the Third Party and implemented and phased in in part based on determinations of 
high and low vulnerability. Because of the time and resources that have already been invested by the Third Party 
and Central Valley Water Board in setting up the vulnerability-based framework for the groundwater monitoring 
programs, we continue to allow phasing based on vulnerability for those requirements. 
 
75 Phasing by farm size leads to initial compliance by a large number of acres represented by a small number of 
growers. 
 
76 Eastern San Joaquin Agricultural General WDRs., § IV.B.4, p.18. 
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development of a “very strong, comprehensive, and sustained educational and outreach 
program.”77 However, we recognize the additional burden on some Members and on the Third 
Party created by applying the outreach participation requirement uniformly. Because all 
Members must now participate in third-party outreach events, at least annually, we revise the 
provision to allow for the possibility of participation to occur without in-person attendance. We 
also phase in the requirement to participate in outreach events in low vulnerability areas by 
requiring participation beginning only in 2020. This delay will provide the Third Party an 
opportunity to increase staffing and funding for outreach events. As appropriate depending on 
the anticipated grower audience, we expect that the outreach events and outreach materials will 
be provided in multiple languages.  
 
Regardless of whether a grower is a member of a coalition or third party, Tthe requirement for 
uniform participation in outreach events shall be precedential for irrigated lands programs 
statewide. 
 
The directed revisions are indicated at Appendix A, Modified Eastern San Joaquin Agricultural 
Order, section IV.B.4, page 19. 
 
3. Farm Evaluation 
The Eastern San Joaquin Agricultural General WDRs require that all Members complete a Farm 
Evaluation describing management practices implemented to protect surface water and 
groundwater quality. The Farm Evaluations also include information such as the location of the 
farm, surface water discharge points, and the location of wells. Farm Evaluations are required of 
all Members, but only Members in high vulnerability areas must update the Farm Evaluation 
annually. The Farm Evaluation must be prepared by the Member and submitted to the Third 
Party. The Member must keep a copy and must produce it upon request by the Central Valley 
Water Board staff.78 The Third Party aggregates and summarizes information collected from 
Farm Evaluations in the annual Monitoring Report submitted to the Central Valley Water 
Board.79 We make several revisions to the Farm Evaluation provisions as laid out below. 
 
a. Farm Evaluation Update Frequency 
The Farm Evaluations are the mechanism for identification of the on-farm management 
practices implemented to achieve the General WDRs’ management practice performance 
standards. As such, they constitute an essential component of the General WDRs. However, we 
find that annual submission of the Farm Evaluations is necessary only when water 
 
77 Agricultural Expert Panel Report, p.27. 
 
78 Eastern San Joaquin Agricultural General WDRs., § VII.B, pp. 24-25. 
 
79 Id., Attach. B, MRP, § V.C, Report Component (18), pp.23-24. 
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quality problems indicate the need for iterative updating of implemented management practices. 
Based on the experience of the East San Joaquin Water Quality Coalition to date, most 
implemented management practices otherwise remain fairly stable from year to year. For this 
reason, we require submission of the Farm Evaluations only every five years for Members in 
both high vulnerability areas and low vulnerability areas, except where the Executive Officer 
determines that more frequent reporting is warranted.80 In turn, we strengthen the requirements 
for management practice implementation data reporting for fields covered by an SQMP or 
GQMP. As will be discussed under section 9 below (Surface Water and Groundwater Quality 
Management Plans), we require submission of a separate Management Practice 
Implementation Report (MPIR) for Members in areas for which the third party is implementing a 
SQMP or GQMP. The Central Valley Water Board, with input from the Third Party, will have 
discretion to determine appropriate reporting frequency for the MPIR based on the life cycle of 
the management practices being implemented, but we expect that the reporting will be annual 
or more frequent. We also move the reporting of irrigation practices and nitrogen application 
practices to the Irrigation and Nitrogen Management Summary Report so that these practices 
continue to be reported on a consistent basis, no more often than every other year. n annual 
basis.  

The requirement for submission by all growers of management practice implementation 
information shall be precedential for irrigated lands programs statewide, however, the regional 
water boards shall continue to have discretion as to the frequency of such submissions. 
 
The directed revisions are indicated at Appendix A, Modified Eastern San Joaquin Agricultural 
General WDRs, section VII.B, pages 25-26, section VII.G, p. 31, Attachment B, MRP, section 
VI.B, INMP Components (4) and (5) . 
 
b. Content of Farm Evaluation Template 
In terms of the content of the Farm Evaluation, we direct changes to the information fields of the 
template. The Central Valley Water Board has approved a template for the Farm Evaluation. 
The Farm Evaluation template lists management practices appropriate for pesticide application, 
irrigation, nitrogen management, and sediment and erosion management and directs Members 
to identify those management practices employed at their operations. We expand the list of 
management practices a Member should consider with the purpose of making the list more 
comprehensive. However, we also move questions regarding irrigation and nitrogen 
 
80 The Executive Officer may, for example, require more frequent update and submission of the Farm Evaluation 
where a Member is an outlier for nitrogen application. 
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Board
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