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WATER DATA MONTH 
KICKS OFF THE SEMINAR SERIES 
March is Water Data Month and we are celebrating by sharing! Each week of March will 
showcase a diferent data speaker, each presenting on a Thursday at noon. Here’s what we 
have lined up: 

• March 4—State Water Board Chair Joaquin Esquivel will discuss the importance
of data at the Water Boards.

• March 11—Rafael Maestu will demonstrate how all staf can access Tableau
Server to explore and visualize Water Board data.

• March 18—David Altare will discuss using the programming language R to
analyze and display correlations between past Redlining lending practices and
today’s CalEnviroScreen scores.

• March 25—Michelle Tang will introduce the world of web development (and
programming with JavaScript) via the lens of data visualization.

Click on a date to register for that event. After registering, you will receive a confrmation 
email containing information about joining the webinar. After March, the Seminar Series will 
continue monthly on the fourth Thursday of the month at noon. 

DID YOU KNOW... 
vLookup is my favorite Excel function! It puts the contents of a cell from one table into 
another table, as long as the two tables have a common feld. For example, if I have a list of 
monitoring locations and temperatures taken at that location and another list of the latitude 

and longitudes of the monitoring 
locations, I can create one list of 
the temperatures taken at the 
latitude and longitudes, assuming 
the monitoring locations names 
or codes are unique. 

The same thing can be done in 
the coding language R! While 
there are multiple ways of doing 
it, a common way is using the 
“left_join” function from a package 
called “dplyr”. For more informa-
tion about using this function, see 
this written information or this 
YouTube video. Happy joining! 

COWI: DELIVERING DATA LITERACY 
AT THE WATER BOARD 
CoWI, or the College of Water Informatics, is launching this frst Information is the oil 
quarter of 2021. It is the vehicle by which data literacy is delivered 

of the 21st century, to Water Board staf and includes education and training, a periodic 
newsletter (i.e. this Water Data Digest), Water Data Events such as and analytics is the 
the Seminar Series discussed above, and supporting the Water combustion engine. 
Data Community. So grab your data and get ready to hop aboard 
at the click of a mouse! –Peter Sondergaard

https://waterboards.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qAJwU_QDQd6D6vZE6PEG7Q
https://waterboards.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5In4JlNjRzOGQSQIMthkBQ
https://waterboards.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_R1da_ghLSeWQpJcO0lAGCA
https://waterboards.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Xg4ELxa3SsCBRQNsYH5x2w
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/oima/cowi/
https://statisticsglobe.com/r-dplyr-join-inner-left-right-full-semi-anti
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4-DjmCnVRUk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/oima/cowi/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfru4t94gu6SGfegcQeeGxi0xRozLf_jPCUZvXLYouRX7FBdw/viewform
https://sites.google.com/view/cowi-events/home?authuser=2
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