
June 3, 2008 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
San Diego Region 
9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100 
San Diego, CA  92123 
 
Re: REF: CA:REG MES 330235: fmelbourn, CA:REG MES 330235: fmelbourn 
 
The Buena Vista Lagoon Foundation is a California Non-Profit 
Corporation (501c3) formed in 1981 to protect and enhance the Buena 
Vista Lagoon and its watershed.  The Foundation urges the Board to 
consider special circumstances for the allocation of any funds arising 
from fines and penalties for discharges into the Buena Vista Lagoon to 
allow contribution to the design, environmental analysis, permitting, and 
construction of a Buena Vista Lagoon Restoration Project.  
 
There is a long history of pollutant discharges into the Lagoon due to 
excess sedimentation and raw sewage flow from streambed 
infrastructure.   In 1981 the eastern Lagoon was filled with streambed 
sediments due to heavy rainfall, severe bed-cutting erosion in the Buena 
Vista Creek channel, and emergency sewer pipeline reinforcements 
within the channel.  Watershed conditions were clearly a priority for 
protection and eventual enhancement of the Lagoon.  The result was 
formation of the Buena Vista Lagoon Foundation, the Buena Vista Lagoon 
Joint Powers Agreement, and modification of grading ordinances within 
the Cities of Vista, Carlsbad, and Oceanside to require erosion controls 
in the early 1980’s.  The California Coastal Conservancy also obtained 
legislation to allow projects outside the Coastal Zone and funded three 
separate engineering reports/plans  and construction of the Brengle 
Terrace and Monte Vista Detention Basins to reduce erosive flow in the 
creek channels.  Plans for substantial improvement of the Buena Vista 
Creek Channel upstream from Emerald Drive were part of those 
projects.  The Channel was improved pursuant to those plans a few 
years later.  
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