
 

 

State Water Resources Control Board 

August 2023 State Board Liaison Report  
 
Media Releases 

• July 11: Next phase of recycled water begins for California 
• July 12: State Water Board releases draft report on expediting permitting for seawater 

desalination plants 
 
Desalination Siting and Streamlining Report 

• On July 10 State Water Board staff released the Draft Seawater Desalination Siting and 
Streamlining Report to Expedite Permitting (Draft Report) for public comment, and the 
deadline for comments was July 28. The Draft Report was developed by a Seawater 
Desalination Interagency Group headed by the state boa, as part of the Water Supply 
Strategy.  

• On July 21 staff hosted an informational public webinar to provide an overview of the 
recommendations and describe the process for submitting comments on the Draft 
Report. State board staff, in coordination with the Seawater Desalination Interagency 
Group, considered comments and are in the process of finalizing the Draft Report for 
submittal to the Governor’s Office. 

 
Hexavalent Chromium Maximum Contaminant Level 

• On August 2 the state board will conduct a public hearing for a proposed hexavalent 
chromium maximum contaminant level (MCL) regulations. SWRCB-DDW-21-003. 

 
Once-Through Cooling 

• On August 15 the state board will consider adoption of the proposed final amendment to 
the Water Quality Control Policy on the use of coastal and estuarine waters for power 
plant cooling (Once-Through Cooling or OTC Policy) to Revise the Compliance 
Schedules for the Alamitos, Huntington Beach, Ormond Beach, and Scattergood 
Generating Stations, and the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, as well as the 
proposed final staff report and the responses to comments, are now available on the 
OTC policy program’s official policy documents webpage. 

 
Scott River Minimum Flows 

• On August 15 the State Water Board will hold a public hearing to receive oral comments 
from interested parties and the general public on the Petition for Rulemaking to set 
minimum flows on the Scott River (Petition). 

 
Direct Potable Reuse Regulations 

• On July 21 the state board released proposed regulations for direct potable reuse. 
• The public hearing will be conducted on September 7, during a regularly scheduled state 

board meeting. 
 
 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/press_room/press_releases/2023/pr20230711-recycled-water-next-phase.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/press_room/press_releases/2023/pr20230712-x2-draft-desalination-report.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/press_room/press_releases/2023/pr20230712-x2-draft-desalination-report.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ocean/desalination/docs/2023/DraftSeawaterDesalinationSitingandStreamlining.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ocean/desalination/docs/2023/DraftSeawaterDesalinationSitingandStreamlining.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ocean/desalination/docs/ca-water-supply-strategy.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ocean/desalination/docs/ca-water-supply-strategy.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2023/notice_desal_071023.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2023/revised-notice-cr6-mcl-072123.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2023/notice-otc-063023.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndhdGVyYm9hcmRzLmNhLmdvdi93YXRlcl9pc3N1ZXMvcHJvZ3JhbXMvb2NlYW4vY3dhMzE2L3BvbGljeS5odG1sIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDcyNi44MDIzNTQxMSJ9.ZTKzhadT46usjROXtI078asPz86wxJI9dSvzepQzjOk%2Fs%2F2977597688%2Fbr%2F223247186576-l&data=05%7C01%7Cmeredith.thompson%40waterboards.ca.gov%7Cd2ca581354d4420f366508db8e19f0dd%7Cfe186a257d4941e6994105d2281d36c1%7C0%7C0%7C638260014296429118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IaeV0wzVuw1vlfdK%2FKObkRb9Jxopo1SYh3qsyGcH7TE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2023/notice-scottrulemaking-061923.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/dpr-regs.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2023/notice_sbddw-23-001_dpr_072023.pdf
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FY 2023-24 Fee Stakeholder Meetings 
• August 3 – Water Quality and Water Rights Fees Stakeholder Meetings 
• August 4 – Drinking Water and ELAP Fees Stakeholder Meetings 
• Meeting will be held remotely via webcast and Zoom. Participation instructions will be 

sent to reach fee program’s email list subscribers prior to each meeting. 
 

Clean Water State Revolving Fund Intended Use Plan & Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund Intended Use Plan 

• The proposed DWSRF IUP was adopted by the state board during the July 18 state 
board meeting. The adoption hearing for the CWSRF IUP was delayed.  

 
SAFER  

• On July 14, state board staff held a public webinar to provide an opportunity for 
stakeholders to learn about and provide feedback on the overview of the proposed 
Drinking Water Cost Assessment Model updates. 

• On August 11 the Safe and Affordable Funding for Equity and Resilience (SAFER) 
Advisory Group will hold its third meeting of 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/fees/stakeholder/docs/2023/2023_fees_stakeholdermtgs.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/fees/stakeholder/docs/2023/2023_fees_stakeholdermtgs.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/services/funding/SRF.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2023/notice-safercostmodel-061223.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/calendar/docs/2023/notice_saferagm3_070623.pdf
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California’s Water Supply Strategy Implementation Actions 
 
Water Rights staff are working on Item 4.3 of the California Water Supply Strategy to 
“[m]odernize water rights administration for equity, access, flexibility, and transparency,” which 
supports the broader action of the Strategy to “[i]mprove all water management actions with 
better data, forecasting, conveyance, and administration of water rights.”  Specifically, staff are 
working on the Updating Water Right Data for California (UPWARD) effort as directed in the 
Strategy.  On June 15, 2023, the Division of Water Rights opened the application period for 
membership in the UPWARD Advisory Group. The Group will be composed of approximately 20 
members that represent different water right holders and interests, including tribes, from 
throughout California. Applications were accepted through July 28, 2023, and the first meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for mid-September 2023.  Details on the application process and 
expectations for the Group are available on the Board’s UPWARD website.  
 
On July 10, 2023, State Water Board staff released the Draft Seawater Desalination Siting and 
Streamlining Report to Expedite Permitting (Draft Report) for public comment. The Draft Report 
was developed by a Seawater Desalination Interagency Group headed by the State Water 
Board and comprised of state and federal agencies that review environmental documents and 
permit or lease applications for proposed seawater desalination facilities, to fulfill a directive in 
California’s Water Supply Strategy: Adapting to a Hotter Drier Future. The Seawater 
Desalination Interagency Group identified criteria for siting seawater desalination projects where 
they are cost effective and environmentally appropriate to facilitate approval under existing 
regulatory requirements, as well as recommendations for potential changes to the requirements 
to streamline permitting. The Seawater Desalination Interagency Group hosted an informational 
public webinar on Friday, July 21, 2023 to share the impetus and approach for developing the 
Draft Report, provide an overview of the recommendations, and describe the process for 
submitting comments on the Draft Report. State Board staff, in coordination with the Seawater 
Desalination Interagency Group, considered comments and are in the process of finalizing the 
Draft Report for submittal to the Governor’s Office. 
 

 
Report prepared by Meredith Thompson & approved by Eileen Sobeck. 

https://waterboards.ca.gov/upward/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ocean/desalination/docs/2023/DraftSeawaterDesalinationSitingandStreamlining.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ocean/desalination/docs/2023/DraftSeawaterDesalinationSitingandStreamlining.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/ocean/desalination/docs/ca-water-supply-strategy.pdf
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