San Diego Region

Article Number: 7009 1410 0002 2347 6170

In reply refer to:
745387:jrobertus

Mr. Tony Heinrichs

- City of San Diego
9370 Chesapeake Drive, Suite 100
San Diego, CA 92123

Dear Mr. Hemrlchs

SUBJECT: Action on Request for Clean Water Act Sectlon 401 Water Quality
Certification for Tijuana River Valley Emergency Channel
Maintenance Project, 09C-077

Enclosed find Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification (Certification)
with acknowledgment of enroliment under State Water Resources Control Board Order
No. 2003-017 DWQ for Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements for Dredged
or Fill Discharges that have received State Water Quality Certification for the Tijuana
River Valley Emergency Channel Maintenance Project. A description of the project.and
location can be found in the project information sheet and on location and site maps
compiled by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region
(Regional Board), which are included as Attachments 1 through 5.

- Any petition for reconsideration of this Certification must be filed with the State Water .
Resources Control Board within 30 days of certification action (23 CCR § 3867). .If no
petition is timely received, it will be-assumed that you have accepted and will comply
with all the conditions of this Certification.

Failure to comply with all conditions of this Certification may subject you to enforcement
actions by the Regional Board including administrative enforcement orders requiring
you to cease and desist from violations, or to clean up waste and abate existing or
threatened conditions of pollution or huisance; administrative civil liability in amounts of
up to $10,000 per day per violation; referral to the State Attorney General for injunctive
relief, and, referral to the District Attorney for criminal prosecution.

California Environmental Protection Agency

simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at htp:/Avww.swrch.ca.gov.

Recycled Paper
-
2

@Callfornla Regional Water Quallty Control Board ¢=

Linda S. Adams Over 50 Years Serving San Diego, Orange, and Riverside Counties
> - . - '] M . A h- A
_Eiew%e;;z ;g/ Recipient of the 200.4 Environmental Award for Outstanding Achievement from USEPA Schwarzenegger
Protection 8174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100, San Diego, California 92123-4340 Governor
. {858) 467-2952 « Fax (858) 571-6872 ‘
http:// www .waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego
October 19, 2009 ' C Certified Mail ~ Return Receipt Requested

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For a list of .
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Linda S. Adams
Secretary for

wironmental Protection

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
San Diego Region

Over 50 Years Serving San Diego, Orange, and Riverside Counties . Arnold Schwarzenegg

Recipient of the 2004 Environmental Award for Outstanding Achievement from USEPA

9174 Sky Park Court, Suite 100, San Diego, California 92123-4340
(858) 467-2952 » Fax (858) 6571-6972
http:// www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego

Action on Request for
Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification .
and Waste Discharge Requirements
for Discharge of Dredged and/or Fill Materials

e

Governor

PROJECT: Tijuana River Valley Emergency Channel Maintenance,
, Water Quality Certification 09C-077,
WDID Number 9000001976

CIwaQs

Place ID: 745397 .

~ APPLICANT: Tony Heinrichs : Reg. Meas. ID: 371693

City of San Diego

Party ID: 520071
9370 Chesapeake Drive, Smte 100

San Diego, CA 92123

ACTION:

-1 O Order for Low Impact Certification 10 ‘Order for Denial of Certification

o4} OrderforTechnlcally-condltloned g Wa|ver of Waste Dlscharge

Certification Requirements -
M Enrollment in SWRCB GWDR 0 Enrollment in Isolated Waters Order
Order No. 2003-017 DWQ No. 2004-004 DWQ '

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: |

The City of San Diego has proposed a one time, emergency action to restore
flood .control facilities to reduce the chance of flooding, and alleviate the severe -
imminent threat to life and property posed by the upcoming 2009 rainy season in
the Tijuana River Valley.

The storms during the 2008 winter filled the Tijuana River Pilot Channel and
Smugglers Gulch with debris and sediment. The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration is forecasting El Nino weather conditions for
Southern California during the 2009 winter, which may bring above average
rainfalls and increase the possible risk for flooding in the Tijuana River Valley.
There is also the potential for additional sediment loads to be discharged from
the Border Fence Project, constructed in 2008, during storm events.

California Environmental Protection Agency

The energy challenge facing California is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption. For
a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our Web-site at http://www.swrcb.ca.gov.
Recycled Paper

<&
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Tijuana River Valley - T 09C-077
Emergency Channel Maintenance : b

require notification to the Regional Board and reevaluation for individual
Waste Discharge Requirements and/or Certification amendment.

3. During 'coristrubtion, City of San Diegb must maintain a copy of this |
Certification at the project site so as to be available at all times to site
personnel and agencies.

- 4. City of San Diego must permit the Regional Board or Its authonzed
representative at all times, upon presentation of credentlals

a. Entry onto project premises, including all areas on which wetland fill or
wetland mitigation is located or in which records are kept.
b. Access to copy any records required to be kept under the terms and
conditions of this Certification.
c.- Inspection of any treatment equ1pment monitoring equipment, or '
~ monitoring method required by this Certification.
d. Samphng of any dlscharge or surface water covered by this Order.

5. City of San Diego must notlfy the Regional Board within 24 hours of any
unauthorized discharge, including hazardous or toxic materials, to waters of
the U.S. and/or State; measures that were implemented to‘stop and contain
the discharge; measures implemented to clean-up the discharge; the volume
and type of materials discharged and recovered; and-additional best ‘
management practice (BMPs) or other measures that will be 1mplemented fo
prevent future discharges. ~

6. City of San Diego must, at all times, maintain appropriate types and sufF cient
" guantities of materials onsite to contain any spill or inadvertent release of
materials that may cause a condition of pollution or nuisance if the materials
reach waters of the U.S. and/or State.

7. This Certification is not transferable in its entirety or in part to any person
except after notice to the Executive Officer of the Regional Board in
accordance with the following terms.

a. Transfer of Property Ownership: City of San Diego must notify the
Regional Board of any change in ownership of the project area
Notification of change in ownership must include, but not be limited to, a
statement that City of San Diego has provided the purchaser with a copy
of the Section 401 Water Quality Certification and that the purchaser
-understands and accepts the Certification requirements and the obligation
to implement them or be subject to liability for failure to do so; the seller
and purchaser must sign and date the notification and provide such
notification to the Executive officer of the Regional Board within 10 days
of the transfer of ownership.
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Tijuana River Valley : 09C-077
Emergency Channel Maintenance :

2. City of San Diego must comply with the requirements of State Water
Resources Control Board Water Quality Order No. 2003-0017-DWQ,
Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements for discharges of dredged
or fill material that have received State Water Quality Certification. These
General Waste Discharge Requirement are accessible at:
http://www.waterboards.ca. qov/cwa401/docs/qeneralorders/qo wdr401 requla
ted" projects. pdf

3. The treatment, storage, and disposal of wastewater during the life of the
project must be done in accordance with waste discharge requirements
established by the Regional Board pursuant to CWC § 13260.

4. Discharges of concentrated flow during construction or after completion must
not cause downstream erosion or damage to properties or stream habitat. -

5. Water containing mud, silt, or other pollutants from equipment washing or
other activities, must not be discharged to waters of the United States and/or
the State or placed in locations that may be subjected to storm flows.
Pollutants discharged to areas within a stream diversion area must be
removed at the end of each work day or sooner if rain is predicted.

6. All surface waters, including ponded waters, must be diverted away from
areas undergoing grading, -construction, excavation, vegetation removal,
and/or any other activity which may result in a discharge to the receiving
water. Diversion activities must not result in the degradation of beneficial
uses or exceedance of water quality objectives of the receiving waters. Any
temporary dam or other artificial obstruction constructed must only be built
from materials such as clean gravel which will cause little or no siltation. .
Normal flows must be restored to the affected stream immediately upon
completion of work at that location.

7. Substances hazardous to aquatic life including, but not limited to, petroleum
products, raw cement/concrete, asphalt, and coating materials, must be
prevented from contaminating the soil and/or entering waters of the United
States and/or State. BMPs must be implemented to prevent such discharges
during each project activity involving hazardous materials.

8. Removal of vegetation must occur by hand, mechanically, or using EPA
approved herbicides deployed-using applicable BMPs to prevent impacts to
‘Beneficial Uses of waters of the State. Removal of vegetation must occur
outside of the avian nesting season (March 15- August 31).

9. Removal and disposal of exotic invasive species shall be done in a manner

that prevents the spread of exotic invasive speCIes fo other areas.



weweoe|dal ‘sejoads jue|d O[JOX8 JO |erowal ‘sIIqap pU. ysel] Jo [eAowal 8y}
0} pa)iWl| 81e SellAloe soueuLUIel "paldiyold die SeoIAISS pue suonouny
[e0160j008 pue Sash [ejoleUa(| JO JusWwadUByUS pue a)is uoiedijw ay)

0. §8920NS 8Y) 0} 9INLIUOD JOU Op Jey) saNAloe aoueusiuew uopebiw Auy 9

- seale uonebniw ajsuo sy} Jo uadled G uey; aiow

Adn29o0 j0u 1shuwl sajoads jueld ojjoxe [enuuy "89J} Jaddad pue ‘uesq 10]sE0

‘000B(]0} 99J} ‘|ouus) J9ams Msiiewe) ‘paal juelb ‘sseib sedwed ‘o) pajiwi jou

Ing-‘Buipnjoul seivads Jued ooxe jeluusied JO 981 paulgluiBW B4 ISNW Seale
uonebijw welboid Buoyuow pue soueusiujew uonebyiw auy Jnoybnolyl ‘g

‘Aejep Jo ypuow yoes o} uonebipw A1pjesusadwod

SAI}R[NLUND Y} JO %0 jo uonejuswa|dwi uonebijiw paseaiou; ue Aq

Jo} pajesuadwios ag 3snwi uonebiw Bunusws|dwi uj sAejeq 'sisjem ajis-Uuo

ojul |ela1ew |14 Jo abpalp jo abieyosip |eful a8y} Buimo|o) syluow g uey] Jeje|
ou pajejdwos pue BuipelB sfoid yym Jualinouod aq jsnw uonebiw syl v

} 'J,oe_rmd uonebijw sy} Jo sniels J,uhq-se‘ Buiquosep
“1oeloid uonebniw panoidde jo uopeldiuod Jo sAep g9 UlyIM pieog [euolbey
ay} 03 (sdew Aqdemodo; 6u1pn|ou1) Hodes e juqns J,Sl’llLl ofeig ueg jo AUD ‘¢

|e/\01dde pJeog
Jeuoibay 1o} uopeouIas sy} Jo souensst jo sAep 9 Uiylm preog [euocifey
ay} 0} ueid Bupiojluowl pue uoneliw e ;!Luqns 1snuwiofaiq ues jo A1D 'z

: ; uud 100} 108l0sd B UM
" so10ads aAISEAUI onoxa 10 uon,empme 8y} YlIMm oljel L e Je pansiyoe aq
1SN paquieal)s Jo (J,ee; Jeaul| 00G'L) seioe /'L .pue spuejiem jo (3994 Jeauy|
000°‘0) saloe /g°¢ 03} sjoedw Aelodws) Ul Jnsal M 1eyl Jundiooy josfold
8y} WoJ} Wealjsumop pue ‘o] jusoelpe ‘uiyim ssjoads aAISEAU| 01J0XS peslds
o] [enuajod sy} sey yoiym ‘suopjoe Lousbiswie ‘aul auo ayy Joy uonebipyy |

‘ALVLIS/ SN FHL 40 SHALYAA 40 SSOT dO-{ NOILVOILIAI AMOLVSNIAJINGD "D

‘g JoAlBA\ [EUOIHPUOY) ‘UoiBay obsig ues
ayl uiyum abreyosiq o sedA | ouoadg 1o} sjuswalinbay abreyosiq s1sepn
JO SISAIB/\ [BUONIPUOD H0L0-2002-6Y YNIM Ajdwoo sawy (e Je jsnul seale
" Buibe)s sy} 1e paiols Ajesodws) sejidyools Juswipas pabpaip jo uswabeue ‘zZ|

(6002 ‘| 16010 ‘0BsIq UBS J0 AD) ‘Uolduosaq joslold soueLsUIBH
JsuueyD Aousbisluz AsjieA JoAIY BUeNf[] BU} UL paqlIosap se sesle
Buibels a1eledas aaly) je pajidyools Alueiodwal aq |[Im J,UGLU[peS pebpaip eyl ‘||

‘0102 ‘gL Areniged
Aq pojejdwod oq J,snw suon,oe AdusBiswe ‘swl auo 8yt jo [V '0)

Lo soueusjule)\ [suuey) AousbBlawg
120-060 - ' £Aojjen Jeny eueni |




Tijuana River Valley  09C-077
Emergency Channel Maintenance -

of dead native plant species and remedial measures deemed necessary for
the success of the restoration program.

7. Mitigation maintenance and monitoring reports must be submitted annually
until mitigation has been deemed successful. Annual monitoring reports must
. be submitted prior to December 1 of each year. Monltonng reports must
include, but not be limited to, the following:

i. Names, qualifications, and affi llatlons of the persons
contributing to the report;
iil. Tables presenting the raw data collected in the field as well
as analyses of the physical and biological data, mcludlng at
~ aminimum;
iii. Topographic complexity characteristics at each mitigation
site;
iv. Upstream and downstream habitat and hydrologlc
connectivity;
v. Source of hydrology;
vi. Width of native vegetation buffer around the entire mitigation
site; '
vii. Qualitative and quantitative comparisons of current
mitigation conditions with pre-construction conditions and
- previous mitigation monitoring results; ‘
viii. Photodocumentahon from established reference points (see
D.1); '
ix. A Survey report documentlng boundanes of mitigation area;
"~ and
x. All other items specnf‘ ed in the final mitigation and monltormg
plan.

D. STREAM PHOTO DOCUMENTATION PROCEDURE

1. City. of San Diego and its successors, must conduct photo documentation of
the project site, including all areas of permanent and temporary impact, prior
to and after project construction, and mitigation areas, including all areas of
permanent and temporary impact, prior. to and after project construction.
Photo documentation must be conducted in accordance with the State Water
Resources Control Board Standard Operating Procedure 4.2.1.4: Stream
Photo Documentation Procedure, included as Attachment Number 5. In
addition, photo documentation must include Geographic Positioning System
(GPS) coordinates for each of the photo points referenced. City of San Diego
must submit this information in a photo documentation report to the Regionall
Board with the Project Completion Report and in Mitigation Maintenance and
Monitoring reports. The report must include a compact disc that contains’
digital files of all the photos (jpeg file type or similar).
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Tijuana River Vallsy | o ' 09C-077
Emergency Channel Maintenance

6. Required Reports: The followi.ng list summarizes the reports, excluding spill
notifications and emergency situations, required per the conditions of thls
Certification to be submltted to the Regional Board. :

Report Toplc . Certlflcatlon Due Date(s)
' Condition _ :
Notification A7 As necessary
Mitigation and Monitoring C.2 . | Within 60 days of i issuance
Plan B of this Certification
Mitigation Report C.3 Within 60 days of mitigation
project completion
Mitigation Maintenance - C7 December 1 of each year
and Monitoring Report ‘
GIS Shape Files E.1 | Within 90 days of project
impacts
-Project Completion F.3 Within 30 days of project
Report _ ' _ completion
CEQA FINDINGS:

1. The City of San Diegois the lead agency under the California Environmental
Quality Act (Public Resources Code section 21000, et seq., (CEQA)),and'
determined on September 22, 2009, that the Project is exempt from CEQA as -
an emergency under CEQA Gu1del|ne's Title 14, California Code of
Regulations, section 15269 (14 CCR § 15269). The City of San Diego has |
determined the accumulation of sediment and trash in the Tijuana River
Valley; the possibility for El Nino storm events to bring above normal rain fall
to the Southern California region; and the potential for additional sediment

~loads to discharge from the Border Fence Project are all factors contributing
to the likelihood of flooding during the 2009 rainy.season. - :

2. The Regional Board has reviewed the lead agency’s exemption determination
and also finds that the project as proposed is exempt from CEQA under 14
CCR § 15269 and therefore determines that issuance of this Certification is
exempt from CEQA under 14 CCR § 15269.

'PUBLIC NOTIFICATION OF PROJECT APPLICATION:
On October'6 2009 receipt of the project application was posted on the Regional

Board web site to serve as appropriate notlflcatlon to the public
(23 CCR .§ 3858)
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Tijuana River Valley

09C-077

Emergency Channel Maintenance

Applicant:

Applicant
Representatives:

Project Name:

Project Location:

Type of Project:

Need for Project: -

Project Description:

ATTACHMENT 1
PROJECT INFORMATION

City of San Diego

Attention: Tony Heinrichs

9370 Chesapeake Drive, Suite 100
San Diego 92123

Telephone: 858-541-4325
Facsimile: 858-541-4350

Email: theinrichs@sandiego.gov

City of San Diego

Aftention: Sumer Hasenin _
9370 Chesapeake Drive, Suite 100
San Diego 92123

Telephone: 858-541-4330
Facsimile: 858-541-4350

Email: syhasenin@sandiego.gov

Tijuana River Valley Emergency Channel Maintenance

2310 Hollister Street, San Diego California 92154, in the
Tijuana River Valley '
Latitude: 32° 33’ 06.05" N Longitude: 117° 05’ 02.47" W

Channel Dredging ‘

The project is a one time, emergency action to restore flood control
facilities to reduce the chance of flooding and alleviate the severe
imminent threat to life and property posed by 2009 winter storms in
the Tijuana River Valley. The storms during the 2008 winter filled -
the Tijuana River Pilot Channel and Smugglers Gulch with debris
and sediment. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration is forecasting El Nino weather conditions for .
Southern California during the 2009 winter, which may bring above
average rainfalls to the area. There is also the potential for
additional sediment loads to be discharged from the Border Fence
Project. These factors increase the potential risk for flooding in the
Tijuana River Valley.

The project is a one time, emergency action located just north of the
International Border in the Tijuana River Valley. It is to dredge
5,400 liner feet of the Tijuana River Pilot Channel and 1,600 linear
feet of Smugglers Gulch; perform maintenance on a gabion rock
mattress, access routes, and an eradible berm that runs along the
north bank of the Pilot Channel; and also perform manual
vegetation removal along the Northern Channel.

11
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Tijuana River Valley | 09C-077
Emergency Channel Maintenance '

Public Notice: On October 6, 2009 receipt of the project application was posted on
the Regional Board web site to serve as appropriate notification to
the public.

Fees: Total Due: $17,020.00

Total Paid: $ . 640.00 (check No. 1011760)
$16,380.00 (check No. 1014366)

cwas: Regulatory Measure ID: 371693

Place ID:; 745397
Party ID: 5020071
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