


Mr. Bob Montreuil
Continental Maritime of San Diego
Certification No. R9-2013-0151

February 7, 2014

In the subject line of any response, please include reference number 799427:lhonma. For
questions or comments, please contact Lisa Honma by telephone at (619) 521-3367 or by
email at Lisa.Honma@waterboards.ca.gov.

Respectfully,

DAVID W. GIBSON
Executive Officer

E losure:

( :an Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification No. R9-2013-0151 for the Fender
Replacement Project at Piers 4 and 6
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch
San Diego Field Office

Robert R. Smith

Robert.R.Smith@usace.army.mil

U.S. EPA, OWOW, Region 9
R9-WTR8-Mailbox@epa.gov

State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Quality
401 Water Quality Certification and Wetlands Unit
Stateboard401@waterboards.ca.gov
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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOAF
SAN DIEGO REGION

2375 Northside Drive, Suite.100, San Diego, CA 92108
Phone (619) 516-1990 « Fax (619) 516-1994
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/

Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification
and Waste Discharge Requirements
for Discharge of Dredged and/or Fill Materials

PROJECT: Fender Replacement Project at Piers 4 and 6 Req. M 13425
Certification Number R9-2013-0151 Pl I ;
WDID: 9 000002647 Party IC
Person 4
APPLICANT: Continental Maritime of San Diego B

1995 Bay Front Street
San Diego, CA 92113

ACTION:
s Oraer for Low Impact Certification | O Order for Denial of Certification

M Order for Technically-conditioned O Waiver of Waste Discharge

Certification Requirements
es Enroliment in SWRCB GWDR O Enroliment in Isolated Waters Orde
Nrdar Nin 2003-017-DWQ No. 2004-004 DWQ

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

An application dated September 26, 2013 was submitted by Continental Maritime f San Diego
(hereinafter Applicant), for Water Quality Certification pursuant to section 401 of : Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1341) for the proposed Fender Replacement Project at P._..s 4 and 6
“(Project). The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Regic~ (San Diego
Water Board) deemed the application to be complete on December 6, 2013. The pplicant
proposes to discharge dredged or fill material to waters of the United States and/ State
associated with construction activity at the Project site. The Applicant is also see g a
Section 10 Rivers and Harbors Act Letter of Permission from the United States Al y Corps of
Engineers (Permit No. 2013-00738-RRS).

The Project is located within the City of San Diego, San Diego County, California 1995 Bay
Front Street, San Diego, CA 92113. The Project center reading is located at latit..2
32.693613 and longitude -117.150330 for Pier 4 and latitude 32.692824 and long ide
-117.149080 for Pier 6. The Applicant has paid all required fees for this Certification in the
amount of $1,607.00. On October 4, 2013, the San Diego Water Board provided ~blic notice
of the Project application pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 23, sec! n 3858 by
posting information describing the Project on the San Diego Water Board's web s..2 and
providing a period of twenty-one days for public review and comment. No comments were
received.
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juatic sourc « _1sidering all potential practicable alternativ _ 5, such as the pc itial for
alternate available locations, designs, reductions in size, configuration or density.  irbidity
increases in the water column during construction activities is not expected to last g and
thus the impact should be temporary and minor. The Applicant proposes to imple  nt BMP's,
including the deployment of silt curtains to contain re-suspended sediment and tui ity within
the area of pile installation, to ensure that impacts attributable to the Project will nc* violate
applicable water quality standards. To further reduce potential impacts from incre_..ed
turbidity, this Certification requires the Applicant to conduct visual observations an~ water
quality monitoring at the Project site during construction activities. Benthic commu ty impacts
will be limited to the immediate area of disturbance. The impact footprint of the Pr =ct is small
and should be offset to some extent by benthic species re-colonization following ¢ 1pletion of
the Project. In addition, the removal of the existing floating camels along the piers ..ill result in
a net 1,632 square foot increase in the area of open bay waters available for forag'~g birds
and in the area of un-shaded bay bottom habitat. Given the short duration and na e of the
low level noise emitted by the vibratory hammer during pile driving, Project noise it »acts to
fish, marine mammals or sea turtles are expected to be negligible. The proposed ojectis a
class 2 project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that replace existing
structures located on the same site and will have substantially the same purpose ¢ 1 capacity
as the structures being replaced. The Project has been determined not to have a  )nificant
effect on the environment and is, therefore, categorically exempt from the requiren nts of
CEQA. Compliance with the Certification conditions will protect the beneficial use: Hf the
waters of San Diego Bay in conformance with the Water Quality Control Plan for th~ San
Diego Basin (9) (Basin Plan).

Pier 6 project activities are scheduled to begin in the winter of 2014 and be comple d by April
1, 2014. Pier 4 project activities are scheduled to be completed in two phases, on side
completed between September 15, 2014 and December 31, 2014 and the other si

completed between September 15, 2015 and December 31, 2015.

Additional Project details are provided in Attachments 1 through 3 of this Certificat .














































































