Focusing on What is Most Important: KEY BENEFICIAL USES AND KEY AREAS
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HABITATS & ECOSYSTEMS: Marine, estuarine, freshwater, riparian

HABITATS & ECOSYSTEMS IS A KEY BENEFICIAL USE
Beneficial uses are the uses of water necessary for the survival or well-being of humans, plants and wildlife.
These uses of water serve to promote our tangible and intangible economic, social and environmental goals.
Habitats & ecosystems is the key beneficial use for which protection and restoration of the health of waters is
most complicated and difficult. They span from the ocean to ephemeral headwater streams.

KEy BENEFICIAL USES OF WATERS IN
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Key beneficial uses are the beneficial Key areas are the places where protection and restoration
uses that are most critical to protecting of the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of waters
human and environmental health. is most important for a key beneficial use.

3. APPLYING KEY BENEFICIAL USES AND KEY AREAS
Where the Board has flexibility, such as efforts to restore degraded waters, the key beneficial uses / key areas : HABITATS &
concept can help the Board decide which work to undertake. In programs with less flexibility, such as Recreation ECOSYSTEMS
permitting, the concept can help the Board decide which aspects of that work warrant greater attention.
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* e.g. areas with e.g., areas used by e.g.,
e Vernal pools * Endangered, * National wildlife refuges
Wetlands threatened, rare, National monuments
Seagrass beds or special National estuarine research reserves
Rocky intertidal concern species Critical habitat pursuant to federal
Subtidal rocky * Bird species Endangered Species Act
reefs, including protected under National Forests
AREAS OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE kelp forests federal Wilderness areas pursuant to federal
Migratory Bird Wilderness Act
Treaty Act State marine reserves

State marine conservation areas
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For examples of specific key areas, please see State wildlife areas

Tables 11 and 12 in the Report: Key Beneficial | « State natural preserves & reserves
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/keyareas
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/water_issues/programs/keyareas
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sandiego/
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