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STATE WATER REUSE POLICIES/REGULATIONS


         


         California Water Code Summaries


         


         California Water Code Section 13512 declares it Is the Intention of the Legislature


         that the State undertake all possible steps to encourage development of water reuse


         facilities so that reclaimed water may be made available to help meet the growing


         water demands of the State.


         


         Section 13510 states that the people of the state have a primary interest in the


         development of facilities to reuse water containing waste to supplement existing


         surface and underground water supplies and to assist in meeting the future


         water requirements of the State.


         


         Section 13511 states that a substantial portion of the future water requirements of this


         state may be economically met by beneficial use of reclaimed water. Use of


         recycled water constitutes the development of “new basic water supplies”.


         


         Section 13550 states that the use of potable domestic water for non potable uses,


         including, but not limited to, cemeteries, golf courses, parks, highway landscaped


         areas, and industrial and irrigation uses, is a waste or an unreasonable use of the water,


         if reclaimed water of adequate quality is available at reasonable cost.


         


         Section 13551 states that a person or public agency shall not use water from any


         source of quality suitable for potable domestic use for non potable uses, including


         cemeteries, golf courses, parks, highway landscaped areas, and industrial and


         irrigation uses, if suitable reclaimed water is available as provided in Section 13550.


         


         Section 13241 states that it may be possible for the quality of water to be changed to


         some degree without unreasonably affecting beneficial uses. Factors that the Board


         must consider when establishing or amending water quality objectives include, but


         are not limited to:


         


         (a) 	Past, present, and probable future beneficial uses of water.


         (b) 	Environmental characteristics of the hydrographic unit under consideration,


             	including the quality of water available thereto.


         (c) 	Water quality conditions that could reasonably be achieved through the


            	coordinated control of all factors which affect water quality in the area.


         (d) 	Economic considerations.


         (e) 	The need for developing housing within the region.


         (f) 	The need to develop and use recycled water.
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         Regional Board Basin Plan - Reclamation Policy Summaries	





	Policy Statement


         


         To date in this region, disposal of most municipal and industrial wastewater has


         primarily involved discharges into the Region’s watersheds and the San Francisco


         estuary system. With growing awareness of the Impacts of toxic discharges, the drought,


         future urbanization, and growth on the local aquatic habitat, there is an increasing


         need to look for other sources of water. Increasingly conservation and reclamation will


         be needed to deal with these long-term water issues. The Regional Board recognizes


         that the people of the San Francisco Bay Region are interested in developing the


         capacity to conserve and reclaim water to supplement existing water supplies, meet


         future water requirements, and restore the region’s watersheds and estuary system.


         Disposal of wastewater to inland, estuarine or coastal waters is not considered a


         permanent solution where the potential exists for conservation and reclamation.


         


         California Water Code states that the State Water Resources Control Board shall take all


         appropriate proceedings or actions to prevent waste, unreasonable use, or


         unreasonable methods of use   Section 13225(i) mandates that the Regional Board


         encourage regional planning and action for water quality control.


         


         Source Quality Control


         


         The quality of influent to a reclamation plant affects the quality of effluent


         production, particularly in those communities that import high-quality surface water


         from the Sierra Nevada. Reclamation treatment and costs are directly dependent on


         the quality of influent into the plant. The quality of this influent depends on the


         quality of the water supply and the quality of the waste discharges to the reclamation


         plant. Reclamation requires that industrial pretreatment and pollution prevention


         programs be sufficient to remove toxic constituents. Reclamation also requires


         adequate monitoring and enforcement. Additionally, maximum recycling and separate


         treatment of waste by industries should be encouraged where feasible.


         


         Government Coordination


         


         Implementation of reclamation projects requires the involvement, approval, and


         support of a number of agencies, including state and local health departments, the


         Regional Board, local POTWs and water districts, and land use planning agencies.


         Interagency coordination must be a priority of all parties involved in reclamation.


         Failure to coordinate activities can result in the inability to carry out reclamation


         projects in a timely, consistent, and cost-effective manner. The Regional Board seeks


         cooperation and participation of professionals from the water reclamation industry and


         the water, health, and regulatory agencies to ensure the development of criteria that


         are both attainable and appropriate.


         


         Regional Water Quality Control Board - Water Reuse Permits


         


         If a Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) determines that It is


         necessary to protect public health, safety, or welfare, it may prescribe water
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	reclamation (reuse) requirements where reclaimed water is used or proposed to be used


         (Water Code Section 13523). Where regulatory reclamation criteria has been adopted


         by the Department of Health Services, no person may either reclaim water or use


         reclaimed water until the Regional Board has either issued reclamationrequirements or


         waived the necessity for such requirements (Water Code Section 13524). In the


         process of issuing reclamation requirements, the Regional Board must consult with and


         consider recommendations of the Department (Water Code Section 13523). Any


         reclamation requirements which are issued by the Regional Board, whether applicable


         to the reclaimer or to the user of reclaimed water, must include or be in conformance


         with any regulatory reclamation criteria adopted by the Department.


         


	Department of Health Services — Title 22 Wastewater


    	


	Division  4: Environmental Health


	Chapter 3: Water Recycling Criteria


         


To assure protection of public health where water use is involved, the Californi Department of Health Services (Department) has been statutorily directed to establish statewide reclamation criteria for the various uses of reclaimed water (Water Code Section 13521). The Department has promulgated regulatory criteria (effective December 2, 2000), which are currently set forth In the California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Division 4, Chapter 3, 60301 et seq. The Department’s regulatory criteria include numerical limitations and requirements, treatment method requirements, and provisions and requirements related to sampling and analysis, engineering reports, design, operation, maintenance


and reliability of facilities. The Department’s regulations also permit the granting of exceptions to reclaimed water quality requirements in some cases, call for a case-by-case review of groundwater recharge projects, and allow use of alternative methods of treatment so long as the alternative methods used are determined by the Department to assure equivalent treatment and reliability. Many of the regulatory requirements related to sampling, analysis, engineering reports, personnel, operation and design are narrative in nature and leave room for discretionary decisions based on the individual


         situation in each case.
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