
State Water Resources Control Board

July 7, 2021

Re: Kings River FAS Hearing – Procedural Ruling in Hearing Phase 1A

TO ALL PARTIES:

On December 2, 2020, the Administrative Hearings Office (AHO) of the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board or Board) issued a Notice of Public 
Hearing and Pre-Hearing Conference on two pending petitions to revoke or revise the 
Declaration of Fully Appropriated Stream Systems with respect to the Kings River 
System and related issues raised in a complaint filed by Semitropic Improvement 
District of Semitropic Water Storage District (Semitropic) against Kings River Water 
Association (KRWA) and its member units.  The AHO conducted Phase 1A of this 
hearing on June 2, 3, 4, 17, and 18, to address the threshold question of whether there 
is evidence tending to show that Licenses 11517 and 11521 should be revoked or a 
violation of a requirement described in Water Code section 1831, subdivision (d), is 
occurring or threatening to occur.  

On June 29, after the close of the evidentiary hearing in Phase 1A, Semitropic 
submitted to the AHO a “Declaration of Ali Taghavi” and revised versions of rebuttal 
exhibits Semitropic-109 through Semitropic-111.  Semitropic’s cover letter states that 
the declaration and revised exhibits address differences in the presentation of data by 
water year in the KRWA Watermaster Reports and the presentation of data by calendar 
year in KRWA’s revised Reports of Licensee and exhibit KRWA-37 which Dr. Taghavi 
“had not accounted for.”  (Letter from Sam Bivens, Downey Brand, to Hearing Officer 
Nicole Kuenzi, AHO (June 29, 2021).)  Semitropic requests that the AHO replace the 
original exhibits Semitropic-109 through Semitropic-111 in the evidentiary record with 
the revised exhibits submitted by Semitropic on June 29.  KRWA and the Upper River 
Districts oppose the request.  

I deny Semitropic’s request to substitute in the evidentiary record for Phase 1A the 
revised exhibits submitted on June 29 for the original exhibits Semitropic-109 through 
Semitropic-111.  The AHO has completed the evidentiary hearing for Phase 1A of this 
proceeding.  Absent reopening the evidentiary portion of the hearing, other parties will 
have no opportunity to respond to or cross-examine Semitropic’s witnesses about the 
revised exhibits.  Furthermore, Phase 1A of this hearing is a preliminary proceeding.  If 
the AHO decides that there is sufficient evidence to support a notice for a hearing 
Phase 1B, Semitropic will have an opportunity to re-address the data in the KRWA 
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Watermaster Reports, KRWA’s revised Reports of Licensee, and exhibit KRWA-37, and 
all other parties will have an opportunity to respond.  

Revised exhibits Semitropic-109 through Semitropic-111 and the Declaration of Ali 
Taghavi dated June 29, 2021, are not accepted into the evidentiary record for Phase 
1A.

Sincerely,

SIGNATURE ON FILE

Nicole L. Kuenzi 
Hearing Officer 
Administrative Hearings Office
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Kevin O’Brien 
Sam Bivins
Downey Brand LLP
621 Capitol Mall, 18th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
kobrien@downeybrand.com 
sbivins@downeybrand.com 
Attorneys for Semitropic Improvement 
District

Jason Gianquinto 
General Manager
Semitropic Water Storage District 
1101 Central Avenue, P.O. Box 8043
Wasco, CA 93280-0877
jgianquinto@semitropic.com 

Steve Torigiani 
Brett Stroud 
Young Wooldridge
1800 30th St., 4th Floor 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 
storigiani@youngwooldridge.com 
bstroud@youngwooldridge.com 
Attorneys for Semitropic Water Storage 
District

Nicholas Jacobs 
Michelle Chester
Somach Simmons & Dunn 
500 Capitol Mall, Ste. 1000
Sacramento, CA 95814 
njacobs@somachlaw.com 
mchester@somachlaw.com 
Attorneys for Alta, Consolidated, and 
Fresno Irrigation Districts

Chad Wegley 
General Manager 
Alta Irrigation District 
289 North L St.
Dinuba, CA 93618 
cw@altaid.org 

Doug Jensen 
Lauren Layne
Baker Manock & Jenson 
5260 North Palm, Ste. 421
Fresno, CA 93704 
djensen@bakermanock.com 
llayne@bakermanock.com  
Attorneys for Alta Irrigation District 
and Consolidated Irrigation 
District

Phil Desatoff 
General Manager
Consolidated Irrigation District 
2255 Chandler St.
Selma, CA 93662 
pdesatoff@cidwater.com 

Bill Stretch 
General Manager
Fresno Irrigation District 
2907 S. Maple Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93725
bstretch@fresnoirrigation.com 

Adam Claes
Assistant General Manager 
Fresno Irrigation District 2907 
S. Maple Avenue Fresno, CA 
93725 
aclaes@fresnoirrigation.com 
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Jeff Boswell
Fresno Irrigation District 
2907 S. Maple Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93725
jboswell@fresnoirrigation.com 
Attorney for Fresno Irrigation District

Russell McGlothlin 
Zachary Smith 
O’Melveny & Myers
400 S. Hope St., 18th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
rmcglothlin@omm.com 
zsmith@omm.com 
Attorneys for Terranova Ranch Inc.

Robert E. Donlan 
Shawnda M. Grady
Ellison Schneider Harris & Donlan 
2600 Capitol Ave., Suite 400
Sacramento, CA 95816 
red@eslawfirm.com 
sgrady@eslawfirm.com 
Attorneys for McMullin Area
Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Jennifer L. Spaletta 
PO Box 2660
Lodi, CA 95241
jennifer@spalettalaw.com 
Attorney for Laguna Irrigation District, 
Burrel Ditch Company, Stinson Canal & 
Irrigation Co., Upper San Jose Water 
Co., Liberty Mill Race Company, Liberty 
Mutual Canal Company, and Clarks 
Fork Reclamation District

Scott Sills 
Manager
Laguna Irrigation District 
Burrel Ditch Company 
Upper San Jose Water Co. 
Liberty Mill Race Company
Liberty Mutual Canal Company 
5065 19 ½ Avenue
Riverdale, CA 93656 
scott@lagunaid.com 

Stephen Heintz
Manager, Stinson Canal & Irrigation Co. 
1100 W. Shaw Avenue, Suite 148
Fresno, CA 93711 
hbm1100@aol.com 

Sterling Duncan
Manager, Clarks Fork Reclamation 
District
P.O. Box 874 
Lemoore, CA 93245
Sterling-duncan@sbcglobal.net 

Kenneth J. Richardson 
Peltzer & Richardson LC 
3746 W. Mineral King Ave. 
Visalia, CA 93291 
krichardson@prlawcorp.com 
Attorney for Peoples Ditch Company 
and Last Chance Water Ditch Company

Kathleen Miller
California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife
P.O. Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090
Kathleen.Miller@wildlife.ca.gov 
Attorney for California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife
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Joseph D. Hughes 
Klein DeNatale Goldner
4550 California Ave., 2nd Floor 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 
jhughes@kleinlaw.com 
Attorney for Kings River Water Association

Leonard C. Herr
HERR PEDERSEN & BERGLUND LLP
100 Willow Plaza, Suite 300
Visalia, CA 93291
lherr@hpblaw.net 
Attorney for Kings River Water Association

Peter J. Kiel, SBN 221548 
Law Office of Peter Kiel
P.O. Box 422 Petaluma, CA 95955
pkiel@cawaterlaw.com 
Attorney for Tulare Lake Basin Water 
Storage District

Aubrey A. Mauritson 
Ruddell Stanton et al. 1102 N. Chinowth 
Street Visalia, CA 93291
amauritson@visalialaw.com 
Attorney for Tulare Lake Basin Water 
Storage District
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Brandon Silveira 13498 15th Ave.
Hanford, CA 93230 
brandonsilveira@me.com 

Kenneth Petruzzelli
Division of Water Rights
Office of Enforcement
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Sacramento, CA 95814
Kenneth.Petruzzelli@waterboards.ca.gov 
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