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Agenda

1. Overview: Climate and water 
2. Review: State Water Board 

Climate Resolution 2017 
3. Next Steps: Seeking input on 

planned process to develop a 
new climate resolution

Bob Wick
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Overview: Climate & water
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Climate Stressors à Hazards à Impacts

SOURCE: LAO
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Weather whiplash: extreme dry and wet swings

SOURCE: UCLA/SWAIN
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California could lose 10% of its water supplies 
over the next 20 years

SOURCE: California Water Supply Strategy



California Water Boards

Disproportionate climate risks in the US

Difference in Risks Relative to Reference Populations with 2 ° C of Global Warming or 50 cm of Sea Level Rise 
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SOURCE: LOS ALTOS

Climate action à mitigation & adaptation
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Mitigation: Scoping Plan sets state 
greenhouse gas reduction goals
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Adaptation: State strategies 
address climate impacts
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Regional Water Boards 
resolutions and plans
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State Water Board climate commitments
Climate Resolution 

2007
Racial Equity Resolution 2021  

Racial Equity Action Plan 2023-25
Climate Resolution 

2017
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Review: Climate Resolution 2017

• March 2017 
• Climate Resolution adopted 
• 30 committed actions 

• March 2024 
• Preliminary review by State 

Water Board Climate Team 
• Feedback from State Water 

Board divisions & offices

Actions 
Taken
67%

Not Done
10%

Out of 
Date
23%
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Key Climate Resolution 2017 Accomplishments

• Building resilience for drinking water systems 
• Annual reporting of recycled water data since 2019 
• Water Rights Response to Climate Change report released 2021 
• Water quality permitting processes and plans include climate 
• Expand water resources 
• Climate planning included in State Revolving Fund applications
• Urban water efficiency regulations and data collection 
• Drinking water climate vulnerability surveying since 2018 
• Ongoing Bay - Delta consultation 
• Internal Water Boards Climate Roundtable continues
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Resolution 2017: Provide assistance to protect 
drinking water systems  
• SAFER: Safe and Affordable Funding for 

Equity & Resilience 

• Drinking Water Needs Assessment

Drinking Water
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Water Recycling
Resolution 2017: Summarize annual 
volume of recycled water 
• Annual summary since 2019
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Water Quality Planning 
& Permitting
Resolution 2017: Consider need to 
modify permits and other regulatory 
requirements  
• All Regions have included climate 

change considerations in resolutions, 
planning, and/or permitting 
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Resolution 2017: Make recommendations 
regarding the use of models to account 
for projected impacts of climate change  
• Report: recommendations to 

incorporate climate change analysis 
into permitting new water rights

Water Rights 
Recommendations
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Water Resources
• Resolution: identify and recommend actions the Water 

Boards could take for effective permitting of projects to 
develop new and underutilized water resources 

• Water Supply Strategy 2022 
• Identify recycled water projects 
• Assist with recycled water permitting & funding 
• Review groundwater basins impaired by salts and 

nutrients 
• Develop siting criteria for desalination
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Lessons Learned
Climate Resolution 2017 was an action plan 

• Complete, in process, outdated 
Need of long - term guidance for climate action 

• Not a revision 
• Guideposts: principles and processes 
• Shared framework 

Opportunity for a new climate resolution 
• Divisions, Offices, Regional Water Boards 
• Co-produced with interested parties

The lawn goodbye landscape gallery | EBMUD
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Content a new climate 
resolution may include
1. Purpose statement
2. Principles

Examples: Prioritize… 
• Natural and green infrastructure 
• Equity and most vulnerable 
• Mult - benefit: mitigation + adaptation 
• Avoid maladaption 

3. Process 
Examples: how to track actions, how to align actions 
across strategies, how to develop new actions 

4. Actions 
New or revised actions 
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Why purpose, principles & 
processes?
• Specific actions are important but can 

quickly become outdated 
• Purpose and principles provide long  -  term 

guidance to staff 
• Processes

• ensure we are going the right direction 
• identify resources and management to track and 

follow that direction 
• assess the need to revise our commitments
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Approach to develop 
new climate resolution
• Participatory approach 
• Drafting team  
• Internal management and 

executive feedback 
• Public engagement  
• Resolution tracking tool
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