
Wastewater Grants - Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) Program

HELPFUL DEFINITIONS:
· Small Disadvantaged Community (DAC): A community with a population of less than 

20,000 and a median household income (MHI) less than 80% of the statewide MHI.
· Small Community Wastewater (SCWW): Program offering grant/principal forgiveness (PF) 

funding through the CWSRF and its complementary financing programs for projects 
benefiting small DACs.

· Eligible Applicants: Public agencies having jurisdiction over disposal of sewage, industrial 
wastes, or other wastes, or an Indian tribe or an authorized Indian tribal organization, or a 
designated and approved management agency under Section 1288 of title 33 of the United 
States Code.

PLANNING GRANTS / PF: 

· Grant/PF planning funds are available to Eligible Applicants that serve Small DACs.
· No cap on planning grant/PF amounts, but planning project costs are generally expected to 

be 10-20% or less of the estimated construction project costs.
· The planning grant/PF amount disbursed will be subtracted from the maximum eligible 

construction grant/PF.
· Planning projects receiving 100% grant/PF may not require a complete financial security 

package prior to receipt of a planning funding agreement. Please contact a Division of 
Financial Assistance (DFA) Project Manager for project specific information.

CONSTRUCTION GRANTS / PF:

· Grant/PF construction funds are available to Eligible Applicants that serve Small DACs:

SCWW Construction Grant/PF Eligibility Criteria

Project Type Percentage of 
Total Eligible 
Project Cost

Maximum 
Grant/PF 
Amount

Maximum Grant/PF 
Per Residential 

Connection

Addresses a Violation of WDR or 
NPDES Permit

100%

$50 million  
($75 million if 

loan 
component1)

$60,000

Septic-to-Sewer, Consolidation, or 
Regionalization $175,0002

Secondary Priorities 50% $25 million $30,000
1If a project requires funding beyond the $50 million grant/PF, the project may receive an 
additional 50% grant/PF and loan split for the remaining cost (maximum grant of $75 million). 
If applicable, applicants can self-fund or co-fund rather than take out a loan.

2The Deputy Director may approve up to $200,000 per residential connection for good cause.



Wastewater Grants - Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) Program

· Priority Projects are projects that address violations of waste discharge requirements (WDR) 
or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits, and projects that 
connect previously unsewered areas or join communities to regionalize or consolidate 
wastewater treatment works.

· Secondary Priority Projects are CWSRF eligible project types that do not meet the Priority 
Project definition.

· The maximum grant/PF for a project is based on all the planning, Technical Assistance (TA), 
and construction funding the community receives in a five-year period.

· Most construction projects benefitting small DACs are no longer required to complete 
federal environmental cross-cutting documents. Please contact a DFA Project Manager for 
project specific information.

· Consolidation/regionalization and septic-to-sewer projects receiving 100% grant/PF may not 
require a complete financial security package. Please contact a DFA Project Manager for 
project specific information. 

CONSOLIDATION INCENTIVES:
To encourage the regionalization of wastewater service, receiving systems (regardless of their 
Small DAC status) that consolidate small DAC communities/wastewater systems with State 
Water Board funding may be eligible for a maximum of $10 million in 0% interest rate financing 
per consolidated community/wastewater system for planning or construction of an Incentive 
Project. An Incentive Project is an eligible capital project that solely benefits the receiving 
system, and it is separate than funding for a consolidation project. Please refer to the CWSRF 
Intended Use Plan for more information.

HOW TO APPLY:

· Online via the Financial Assistance Application Submittal Tool (FAAST) at 
https://faast.waterboards.ca.gov

· For CWSRF application forms and to learn more about how to apply, visit the CWSRF 
Forms and Instructions webpage.

ADDITIONAL DETAILS AVAILABLE:
2025-26 CWSRF Intended Use Plan
CWSRF Policy 
Please contact CleanWaterSRF@waterboards.ca.gov or (916) 327-9978 for any questions. 

https://faast.waterboards.ca.gov/
https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/srf_forms.html
https://waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/srf_forms.html
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/docs/2025/cwsrf-iup-sfy2025-26-final.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/docs/2025/cwsrf-iup-sfy2025-26-final.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/docs/2025/cwsrf-iup-sfy2025-26-final.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/srf/cwsrf_policy.html
mailto:CleanWaterSRF@waterboards.ca.gov
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