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commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov

May 26, 2015

Hello Water Board,

Oil-drilling companies are using well stimulation disguised as maintenance. When is the State of California
going to enforce the 1,500-foot-radius for well stimulation by notifying the neighbors of that well stimulation?
Residents living in close proximity to oil-drilling well stimulation have the right to request a quality-test of the
groundwater. As of January 1, 2014, when Senate Bill 4 became the law, there have been zero groundwater tests
in California. | believe this is because the oil companies are not notifying the neighbors of well stimulation next
to their homes.

Senate Bill 4 defines well stimulation as any use of acid to stimulate the well. DOGGR and AQMD public
records indicate acid is being used to “stimulate” oil wells next to people’s homes. However, the oil company
did not notify the neighbors of the well stimulation, and most likely as a result of the omission the neighbors did
not request groundwater-quality tests. For accuracy’s sake: one public record of “well stimulation” from the
AQMD report was in November 2013 and the other “well stimulation” from the DOGGR report was in January
2014. However, AQMD has delayed release of chemical reports in 2014 and 2015 due to trade secrets.

The Department of Conservation is not doing its job of enforcing the 1,500-foot-radius. DOGGR is not
enforcing the 1,500-foot-radius. When will the State of California notify neighbors living within 1,500 feet of
well stimulation (or any use of acid to stimulate the inside of an oil well) near their homes? How will you notify
the neighbors, since the Department of Conservation and DOGGR are negligent in their duty to notify
neighbors? When and How?

Thank you for enforcing the Senate Bill 4 law, active since January 1, 2014. It’s now May 2015, almost a year
and a half after the law took effect. When is the State of California going to enforce the law?




Sincerely,

Justin Bass

Your fellow Californian
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