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Board Members,

NOAAs National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) thanks you for the gpportunity to comment
on the recent changes to the draft Final Statewide Water Quality Control Policy ontheUseof
Coastal and Estuarine Waiers for Power Plant Cooling (draft Final Policy) dated March 22, 2010.
NMES has several concens and questions regardisig the chan pes that we hope the State Water
Resaurces Control Board (SWRCB) staff can clarify or address int time for the May 4,2010,
adoption hearing for this item. o

Given that the already built 'ct{}mbi;_aed-éycie;_p'cw.::_;;—.generaﬁhg units will be given a special BTA
status that will allow them fo'continue to withdraw millions of gallons of water for cooling each
day, and that some of the these units have -already undertaken mandatory mitigation required
from the-.jappriq;a'riate Regional Water Quality Control Board, how will the efficacy of the
mandatory mitigation be evaluated? Is monitoring of the project performance required? This
monitoring would be used to show that the projects are ‘actually offsefting the annual éntrainment
and impingement effects of the units, It is also unclear if SWREB intends these units.to
undértake firther mitigation projects if the completed projects are found to be Jess than adequate
in:their performance.

Further clarification is also needed for the new ‘mitigation project dafinition and language that
states, “It is the preference of the State Water Board that funding be provided to the California
Codstal Consérvancy, working with the Californis Ocean Protection Council, for mitigation
‘projects directed soward the implementation, monitoring, maintenance and mahagement of the
State’s Marine Protected Areas.” This language is-extremely broad and could be interpreted that

mitigation funds may be spent on costs that will not Tead to offsetting the enfrainment and

impingement effects of a facility. The languag e should be-clarified to ensure that mitigation

funds generated through this policy are spent only on projects that will directly lead to Inorene od
productivity that mitigates for impacts (e.g., habitat restoration projects) and preferably are spent
on projects near the impacted area. : ) __ )
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' d tactic of SWRCB. These sections should alse siate that facil
the interim impingement and entraintnent miiti
final compliance date is delayed past the designated

Poli

agencies concerns. This will give the power-gene

- meet the compliance date schedule and prevent potentially uniecessary requests for amendments
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anguage be clarified to'show that any
Such project directly lead fo increased productivity to offset the entrainment and impingement

Finally, NMFS supports the added definition of appropriate net sizes for conducting entrair
studies and the-inclusion of the'smaller 200 micron mesh net'to provide a broader-
charactetization of impaots to meroplankton. This addition is expected fo yield valuable
information needed to propery evaluate the impacts of once-through cooling Systetms and to plan
appropriate mitigation projects, _

Policy is the result of many years of work by the Staff of SWRCB, other agernicies, rion-
govémeﬂtal'Grg&ﬂizaﬁms'and""hapﬁ"ata*sccmﬂ' We expect its approval to reduce imipacts to
marine and-estuarine ecosystems while maintaining electrical system reliability. If you have any
questions regarding this letter, please contact Joe Dillon of my: s (707)575-6093 or
Joseph.J.Dillon@noaa:gov. ' _
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