11/1/11 Bd. Hearing
Ocean Plan Amendment
Deadline: 10/24/11 by 12:00 noon

South Crange County Wastewater Authodty

QOctober 20, 2011

R ECEIVE D

Jeanine Townsend 10-21-11
Clerk of the Board SWRCB Clerk
State Water Resources Control Board
1001 | Street 24™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: California Ocean Plan Amendments

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on some of the proposed amendments to the
California Ocean Plan {COP). The South Orange County Wastewater Authority is a joint powers
authority providing wastewater treatment, water recycling for its ten member agency Cities and
Water Districts and the 500,000 residents and businesses served in southern portion of Orange
County. The comments provided below pertain to non-substantive administrative changes and
proposed Model Monitoring Program related to point source discharges,

Item 1 - Non-Substantive Administrative Changes

The proposed COP amendment corrects the location of the South Orange County Wastewater
Authority’s Aliso Creek QOcean Outfall. However the proposed amendment refers to the outtfall as
the Aliso Water Management Agency, Aliso Ocean OQutfall. In 2001 the Aliso Water
Management Agency and Southeast Regional Reclamation Authority were consolidated into a
single joint powers agency, the South Orange County Wastewater Authority. To avoid confusion
the coastal maps included in the Ocean Plan on pages 65 and 66 should reference the outfalls
as the South Orange County Wastewater Authority, Aliso Creek Qcean Outfall and the South
Orange County Wastewater Authority, San Juan Creek Ocean Quttall.

Item 2 — Point Source Model Monitoring

We agree in concept with increasing the use of regional monitoring programs like the Southern
California Bight program which our agency has participated in for many years. We are very
concerned about the potential costs associated with the pursuit of infinitely open-ended
questions such as; what is the uitimate fate of the discharge plume? Scientific advances in the
ability to detect constituents at ever lower concentrations guaranties that such questions will
never fully be answered. The model monitoring program should be focused on monitoring
discharge impacts, not focused on plume analysis for the sake of plume analysis with no
defined purpose.

Many of the monitoring elements included in the Point Discharge Model Monitoring program
have been incorporated in our permit monitoring programs for many years. At the request of the
Regional Board some of the once per permit cycle monitoring elements have been dropped and
the monies have been used for Regional Board directed special studies. As a relatively small
agency this funding arrangement for special water quality studies has been beneficial because it
provides us with a predictable budget for water quality monitoring. However a predominantly
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South Orange County Wastewater Authorrty

Brennon Flahwe :
Enwronmental Complrance Admrnrstrator
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