MEMBER AGENCIES

Coulebsod
Stoniiont Wter Dbt
Sy of Dl Shor

Clty of Ereoecidn

City o Nettaack Chty
iy of Senesnaida
ity of Powegy

Cliy of S Dinge
Fllrank

Pulidse Ly Iietrier
el Waler Disdee
v
Swtbipid Woses Diarict
Cohery ertr Dbt
Padr Do
HMonicpol Waree Disiet
Cangy Poadeaton
Fnlos Covps Baey

: Rotnlow
Kunicipel Woler Distic)

Revmang
Murdcipal Woter Disirigt

Hnonn duf Dishle
Muniipol Water Districs

Sen Dinguite Youlwe Diytrict
- Sanhs Fe irgeton Disric
Sorath Boy brigofion Diskiet

Nrthardtns Water Distric

Vdﬁ&’r Carider
Naige] W Disirier

Vist Indgafive Distict
it
Muricipol Woter Distric?

: OTHER
REPRESEMTATIVE

Cenmty of Son Disge

6/26/07 Scoping Mtg.
CA Ocean Plan Amend.
Deadline: 7/27/07 Noon

San Diego County Water Authorify
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July 26, 2007

ECGEIVE

Via U.S. and Electronic Mail

Ms. Tam M. Doduc, Chair & Members

State Water Resources Control Board

Executive Office UL 26 2007
State Water Resowrces Control Board

1001 I Street

Sacramento, CA 95814 SWRCB EXECUTWE

Attention: Ms. Song Her, Clerk to the Board
commentletiers@waterboards.ca.gov -

RE: Snppért for Alternative 1, No Action, California Ocean Plan Amendment
Dear Ms, Doduc:

The San Diego County Water Authority (Water Authority) wishes to comment on the
Ocean Plan Amendment, “Issue 10. Desalination Facilities and Brine Disposal.” After
reviewing the proposed amendment, we request that Altemative 1, No Action, be selected
in determining the future of the existing Ocean Plan.

The Water Authority is the regional water wholesaler serving San Diego County.
Currently, the Water Authority provides 75 to 90 percent of the county’s water; and
approximately 78 percent of this supply is imported. The Water Authority’s mission is to
provide a safe and reliable water supply to support the region’s $150 billion economy and
the quality of life of 3 million residents. New water supplies are a critical issue facing
this region. We will add nearly one million more people by 2030 and 60 percent of those
people will be births within the county. Current dry conditions statewide coupled with
ongoing drought on the Colorado River, and the Delta fishery issues, all accentuate the
need to develop reliable local supplies in our region. New reliable waler supplies are
essential to our ability to maintain our regional economy and our quality of life.

Seawater desalination is a key component of the Water Authority’s diversification
strategy to meet the region’s water supply reliability needs. Along with one of the most
aggressive water conservation efforts in California (averaging 44,000 acre-fest per year
over the past five years) and continued implementation of water recycling and the
recovery of brackish groundwater, the Water Authority is counting on seawater
desalination as part of its future water supply portfolio. By 2020, seawater desalination is
projected to account for up to 10 percent of the Water Authority’s total supply.

A public agency providing o safe and reliable water supply to the Son Diego region
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The Water Authority recommends that the Board select Altemative 1, No Action. The
current Ocean Plan already has sufficient criteria in place to regulate brine discharges and
protect the environment. It would be premature at this point for staff to recommend
Alternative 2. This action could lead to the establishment of unsubstantiated standards
that would potentially impede the continued development of desalination projects.

As project development continues in California, good public policy wpulé suggest that
we obtain more data and experience before we begin amending the Ocean Plan.

Please let me know if you need any assistance or additionsl information regarding this
issue.

Robert R. Yamada
‘Water Resources Manager
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