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Ms. Jeanine Townsend
Clerk to the: Board _ B L
State Water Resotirces Control Board o ECUTIVE
1007 Strest, . SWRCB EX
‘Sacramento, CA 95814 _

Subject: Comment Letter — SS8 WDRs Review & Update
Dear Ms. ?cwrcsemd - :
Thank you for providing the County of Orange/OC Public Works Department the opportunity o

~ submit comments on the Sanitary Sewer System (S88) Waste Discharge Requirements
. {WDRs) Review & Update. OC Public Works appreciates the sfforts of the State Water
Resources Control Board to prevent and contral sanitary sewer overflows (S80s).

The County of Orange is currently subject to two Phase | Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
Bystem (M34) Permits (Santa Ana and San Diegt Regions), both of which require permittees fo
prevent and respond to SSOs from afly soures: . ' ,

Directive F.4.h of Order No. R9-2009-0002 (MS4 Permit for the San Diego Region of

h. PREVENT AND RESPOND TOD SEWAGE SPILLS (INCLUDING FROM PRIVATE

LATERALS AND FAILING SEPTIC SYSTEMS) AND OTHER SPILLS

(1) Each Copermittee must implement management measures and procedures fo prevent,
-respond to, contain and clean up all sewage (see below) and other spills that may
discharge into its' MS# from any source (including private laterals and fajling septic
systeins). Copermittess must coordinate with spill response teams to-prevent entry of
spills info the MS4 and contamination of suiface water, ground water and soil. Each
Copermittes must coordinate spill prevention; containment and response activities
theoughout alf appropriate departments, programs and agencies so that maximum
. water quality protection is available at alf times.

(2) Each Copermiftee must develop and implement a mechanism whereby it is notified of
all séwage spills from private laterals and failing septic systems into its MS4. Each
‘Copermitiee must Implement manage sment measyres and procedires to pravent,
--re-sapﬁc;n?m,- and coordinate-a response to contain and clean up. sewage from-any suct;
notification. : '
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Directive w 7 af Order No. R8-2009-0030 (MS4 Permit for the Santa Ana R’egfon of
ﬂmﬂga ZOLH )

7' The Permittees who are regulated under State-Board's Water Quality Order No. 2006-0003
‘shall continte to: amnpiy with that order o mntmf sanita ‘system’ eve?fiews The principal
permittee shall continue to evaluate the apy icability of‘fhe Countywide Aree Spii Contral’
Program. (CASC} t0.all areas within the. Santa Ang Board’s jtiffsdmfl&ﬂ fo-controf
and mitigate sanitary sewer overflows Thisevaluation shall

included in the first annual
spoit due affer ad@pﬁm of this order. Within 12 months of adoption of this order, the:
pmmpa! pwmz‘tee ifi Coltaboration wi ythe Orange County Sanitation District, Irvine: Ranch
Water District and the co-penmitiees. shaif implement essential elements of fhe CASC or
other equally effective programs (< uch.asthe Sfatew:de SS@ arcfef} w aamfaf and mitigate
sanﬁa:*y sewer overfiows in Orenge County areas [hal are witiir 1@ g

Forthe 2010/11 fiscal year, the Gounty gaaﬁ $22 499 in annuat fees in iha State Wa*zer
Resourges Control Boatd for coverage : NPDES permits. The County has
developed and: implemented & Local Imp%eme t F _
referenced S5O control requirements and: as of 2 010, the Cou _
Control (CASC) program- has been mp&emen%e&tﬁmughaut the mn{y This: umque program
has establishéd a coordinated S50 response Hetwork of own ‘rsfapemm ‘of the MB4 (mtres)
and cwnersfuperators of the samtary sewer system {cities/sanitation districts).

The C:ounty does not awn or operaﬁe a ;wi::}:c sawage treatment system and owns \wery fitie ins
-the way of sewer lir ich meet the definition of ¢ 1’“33:1115&1'}; sewer system” o “satelite

sanitary sewer system”in 8 tior A-of the draft WDR, : the sewer lines owned by

the Cauniy which: may:be gfeater ﬂ"taﬁ one milein cenﬂguaus Iength.and collect:and convey

o 08 NS per day, atan e, are assoCiated with facilities such as regional

fall: the Section A definition of a "private lateral”, except

to-asanitary sewer system.owned: and aperated by
fefuirements.

parks or large buildings ar
that in aimost every: cas:e, they are th iy
another agency and ‘already subject to the WOF

To require the County to:apply ly for coverage under the: 888 WDR for faciltiés such as-fegional
parks or bmﬁdiﬁgs with private laterals which: meet the applicability: criteria. and: manage: each:of
ifi der separate sanitary sewer ma agze ent plans. (3S )88 requlred in 8ection
' “aqually effective™ program. already exists
rar. In light of the fact that the
spond to: SS0s from any
ge the néw WDR is adopted..

-ané is .being %mpiemént'ad through the ' Counl rogram
Courtty already has an effective program in ¢ sesta pr'evem: nd:
sourte, we question the need to-submita Notice tent (N
: Addmanaily, we submit the-following comments. the draft WDR:

" ). Provision D.12on Page 13 of the draftwm contains: iangusge-that nctudes: “Ef th& _
Enrollee belisves thiat any. slement of 118 section is not app ropriate Or applicable to their
sanitary sewer system, that element is fiot requzred until the- mandatery element is

- applicable to the Enroliee’s’ sanitary sewer system:? Irvthe context of California Water Code
Seéction 13360(a), this language is critical. 13360(2) cteariy aliows parties subject to WBRs:
to-substitute “any lawful manner” to prevent sanitary sewer: overflows and private lateral

sewage dmscbarges for the “particutar- manner" of £ mphance described inthese WDRs..

Recognition of the right.of persons to st s othier means than those:specified until such:

fime as said other means are declared ;Eegai !S apbreciated.

2) Provision D.12(d)(vi) on. Page 16 of the WDR, Sewer System Management Plan {SSMP}
D&M &nd Sewer System Replacement Funding, reqtiires funding in perpetuity which
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violates County, if not state law, mandafing annual public budget hearings and approval.
Accordingly; under Water Code Section 13360(g), the ‘County would choose to disregard
this provision. -
“Thank you for the opportunity o review the draft 588 WDR. f you require any ddditional
. ‘information or have any questnmsregarémgthzsmespcndeme ‘please contact Grant Shap
at (714) 955-0674. ' -

Chris Crompton, Manager
Environmental Resourees



