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Dear Ms. Townsend and Members of the Board,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the April 2009 draft Construction General
Permit (CGP) covering waste discharge requirements for discharges of stormwater runoff
associated with construction activity disturbing one acre or more. The County of Orange
{County) appreciates the efforts of the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) to
receive wriiten comments as well as hoid the June 3™ 2009 public workshop on this fatest (third)
version of the draft CGP. As a large municipal agency responsibie for building regional road and
flood control facilities as well as improving existing infrastructure, the substantial changes to the
CGP from the current Order (No. 99-08-DWQ) will have a significant impact on the County.

The County has continued to participate in a Califomnia Stormwater Quality Association
{CASQA,) coordinated review of the CGP and strongly supports the comments detailed in the
CASQA letter dated June 24, 2009. The foflowing comments were provided by the County on
the March 2008 draft of the CGP but were not addressed within the April 2008 draft:

I. Permit Enroliment

The County is authorized to discharge stormwater runoff by its two Phase | MS4 Permits (Santa
Ana and San Diego Regions) which place extensive requirements on all activities undertaken by
the County that may impact the quality of stormwater runoff, including municipal construction.
The County pays an annual fee to the SWRCB for Waste Discharge Requirements (Curmently
$18,516 per SWRCB Invoice No. 0713065 for billing period 7/1/07-6/30/08).

The County’s fourth term Phase | MS4 Permit for the Sarita Ana Region, Order No. R8-2009-
0030, adopted by the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Conitrol Board on May 22, 2009,
contains the following requirements with regard to municipal construction projects subject to the
CGP in Section XV, Municipai Construction Projects/Activities:

1. This order authorizes the discharge of storm water runoff from consiruction projects that
may result in land disturbance of on¢ (1) acre or more (or less than one acre, if itis part of a
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 ownership andor direct responsibility of any of the permitiees. All permitiee constru
activities shall be in accordance with DAMP Sections 7 and 8.

2. All Construction activities shafl be in complxance with the latest version of State’s General
- Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activities except that an

NOI need not be filed with the State Board.

ibement of construction activities, the permittees shall notify the Execttive
ion project, the Executive Offficer shall be notified of the

£

b eand a Inonitoring program that is specific for the construction project greater than

' one acre, prior {o the coaﬁmen;‘—emwtofany of the constiuction activities exéepﬁ‘brmuﬁne

maintenance activities. The SWPPP shall be kept at the construction site and released to |
the public and/or Regional Board staff upon request.

5. The SWPPP (and any other pians and programs required under the General permi) andthe
monitoring progran for the consiruction projects shall be consistent with the requirements of
the latest version of the State’s General Consiruction Permit. ‘

6. The permittees shall give advance notice to the Executive Officer of the Regional Board of
any planned changes in the construction activily, which may result in non-compliance. ol
the lafest version of the State’s General Construction Permit. "O"'W’_ mpliance with

The enroliment procedure detailed in Section I.B.4 of the draft CGP requires all new
dischargers o electronically file their Permit Registration Documents {PRDs) and submit
payment of annual fees in order to obtain coverage. The County already submils an annual fee
to the SWRCB for Phase [ M54 Permits that authorize stormwater runoff from municipal
construction projects/activities, and the County is.required to notify the Executive Officer of the
Regional Board at the start of construction, not the SWRCB.

County recommendation: Modify language in Section 11.B.4 to defer to requirements in Phase
that PRDs for municipal projects disturbing one acre or more of soil should still be filed
electronically through the California Integrated Water Quality System (CIWQS) but payment of
annual fees for enroliment of each project represents a double payment by municipalities and
should be eliminated. : _ ' '

Hl. Receiving Water Monitoring

The Courity is concerned with Attachiment E of the Draft CGP, Risk Level 3 Requirements, as
it relates to receiving water moniloring requireme its. Receiving water monitoring is required of -
all Risk Level 3 projects for the duration of the project if a numeric effluent limit (NEL) is viclated.
Risk Level 3 projects disturbing 30-acres or more are required to-conduct o participate in-
benthic macroirvertebrate bioassessment of receiving waters prior to commencemernit of

A majority of the inland receiving waiters in Orange County serve a dual fole_-as- regional flood
control facilities and are owned, operated, and maintained by the County. Any monitoring
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omduetadmmmaCoumY-mmedﬂwd onirol facility by a discharger would require
byme%miyﬂmughlssmneeofanenamentpermﬁ

County recommendation: TheCoun!yrecmmendsmatAttachmentEbemodﬁedﬁodafﬁy
that receiving water monitoring is directly subject to permissio n/autharizatior by the entity which
controls access tothatmww;guater Unauthorized/unpermitted entry for the purposes of
eceiving wate ~"'asreqwredbytheCGPshouidheexpmssiypmm

_Thank you for your attention o our concerns. Please oontact Grant Sharp at (714)955-0674 if
you have any questions on these comments.

Sincerely,

etifs Crompin, Maded,
OC Watersheds/Environmental Resources

CcC: MarkSmyme Sar@AnaReghnalWatarcmBoard
James Smith, San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board




