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SUB'JEGT: Comment Letter — Draft Industrial General Permit
Dear Ms. Tow_néend, '

“The County of Sacramento (County), Department of General Services appreciates the
opportunity to submit the following comments on the draft proposal for the Industrial General
Permit. The County operates a vehicle maintenance shop covered by the current industrial
General Permit.

Qualified SWPPP (Storm Water Pollution Preventi SD) and Qualified
SWPPP Practitioner (QSP) and registrations for QSD as per |. General Findings. G. Trainin
Section (50) and (51), [V. Non-Storm Water Discharges, B. SWPPP Cettification Requirements,
B, Section 1 _ ,

The proposed permit will require the appointment of two positions. Both must be trained by the
State and Regional Water Boards Industrial General Permit Training Team and one must have

* a formal registration or certification.

Comments: _ :

The proposed permit will most certainly require dischargers to obtain the services of a

professional engineer or other certified person to develop a SWPPP. The additional costs

associated with contracting a QSD/QSP conflicts with Best Avaitable Technology Economically
“Achievable (BAT) standards. A technology is the use of any technical method to achieve a

desired result. The proposed language wilt no longer allow dischargers to apply their own

individua! technical methods within their achievable economic abilities. '

The use of a certified person does not assure an improved SWPPP. The County does not
believe it is necessary for a SWPPP to be written or updated by a certified person when no
engineering work or calculations are required or when the developer may have extensive
knowledge of storm water regulations and practices. The County is also concerned that a
certified person may require engineering practices and methods beyond what is necessary
when an equally effective and more practical solution can be found. In reference to 1. General
Findings, G. Training, Section (51), the Professional Engineers Act should be regulated by the
implementing agency not the State Water Board.
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If fraining and an exam is required by the Industrial General Permit Training Team, the training
course should be provided at no cost fo the discharger. Other agencies such as the Air .
Resources Board and the Department of Toxic Substances Control provide courses and training
at no charge to the regulated community. ' '

_The proposed permit will require daily and weekly nspections and inspections prior to
anticipated storm events. The permit will also require two additional sampling events.

Comments: . _ ' _

Any additional inspections and monitoring will require further resources and place an economic
purden on the County. The County has demonsirated to be in compliance with the current
Industrial General Permit requirements and has had minimal to no exceedances. The County
feels additional inspections and monitoring is unnecessary and may not contribute to the
improvement of storm water quality.

" X1, Sample Analysis and Reporting |
As proposed, field measurements is required for certain parameters.

Comments: ' o o :
Field measurements will require either the services of a consultant or purchase of a meter. Both
options will require additional funding. Furthermore, fieid meters may be less accurate than lab
test methods due to calibration and reliability issues in the field. S

Conclusion ' -

If the draft Industrial General Pemmit is adopted as proposed, the new permit will place an
additional financiat burden on the regulated community and provide littie or no benefit to storm
water quality. Requiring formal certifications, additional inspections and monitoring is
unnecessary and may not further reduce or eliminate pollutants for facilities already in-
compliance with minimal to no exceedances. The County does suggest the State Water Board
provide regular training and outreach to the regulated community and more oversight for non-
compfiant facilities and facilities with high exceedances. - :

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions or comments, please contact me at
016-876-6187 or carneyk@saccounty.net.

Karen C. Carney
Environmental Specialist
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