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Ms. Jeanme Townsend

Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board
1001 | Street Sacramento. CA 95814

Subject: Comment Letter - Draft industrial General Permit

Dear Ms. Townsend

Huhtamaki Inc. has been a sustainable business in the Clty of Sacramento since 1962.
Huhtamaki has also operated a separate manufacturing facility in'Los Angeles since
1954 We have complied with the General Permit for Discharges of Stormwater
Associated with Industrial Activities since il was issued'in 1997. Huhtamaki prides itself
on being a sustainable company and supports pretec"tion of stormwater from poliutants,
which protects our natural resources. In response 1o your request we are providing the
following comments on the Draft industrial General Permit hat was issued on January
28, 2011 to replace the 1997 permit: L

" This permit goes above and beyond the con'asponding 2008 USEPA Multi-Sector
" General Permit for Stormwater Discharges Associa_tad ‘with Industrial Activity in
_many instances, and we believe it will pose an-excessive burden on industry in
“the state. Huhlamaki estimates it will take an additional 100-200 hours per
- facility each year to fuliill the requirements of this permit ‘beyond the requirements
that would be imposed by simply adopting th USEPA MSGP.

2. The requurement to pertorm weekly mspechom (described as an example
minimum BMP) is excessive. Although our persorinel already conduct these
inspections regularly as parl of their regular ;ob finctions, additional

* -documentation would likely be necessar rO0f ofeompleﬁon It retained in
- the permit 2s a minimum BMP, the documen of the
~ should not'bé required and should be des : :

.. completed during normal operations.

3. The requirement to document Ineligible Stom Events (less than 0.25 inches

- producing a discharge) is unreasonable. We fall 1o understand how the Board
“will be using this data, and why the cﬁschargers shotild be obtaining and
providing this data. If the Board is interested in complefing a statistical
‘evaluation on how many storms each year dre non-qualifying, it can obtain
precipitation data from existing weather stations rather than raquiring the
industrial discharges to obtain it from the weather stations and provide it to the
board. Similarly, information related to which storm evems can produce
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discharges i is ccmmontyécalwlaied usmg hydrauilc engmee” programs such
as SWMM or Hydrocad, so that there is no need for mdustrial discharges o be
tracking this information and providing it to the Board. : -

4. Pre:Storm Inspections are also unnecessary and would be excesswe!y
burdensome. As described in item 2 above, operational personnel already
conduct informal inspections during routine operations, but additional
documentation would likely be necessary as proof of completion. If retained in
the permitas a mznimum BMP, documentation of the Pre-Storm inspections
should not be required, and this should be descn’bed as mformal inspections
completed during normal operations. -

5. Requiring a qualified SWPPP preparer and a qualrﬂed SWPPP Practitioner is not
necessary. The requirernents in the MSGP are not sufﬁclemly technical to
require speciﬁc cerﬁfications : 5

Finally, we would like to note that Huhtamaki competes with manufacturing facilities
throughout the United States and overseas. The environmental regulations in California
are by far the most stringent in the nation, and the most costly to comply with. In these
difficult economic times, we urge the Board to consider the overall costs of providing the
increased benefits beyond the raqu:remems imposed by the USEPA before ﬁna}izlng
this permit. :

Sincerely,

Robert Braun R . Robert A. Steeves
Senior Process Engmeer! ST Environmental Manager
‘Huhtamakl, Inc.

Larry Eckhart
Engineering ManageriEnv:ronmenta! Coordinator
Huhtamaki, inc. — Los Angeles - . - . _

CADOCUME- WobrauiLOCALS - {\TemphictesFCACEE011  MSGP Permit, Comments.docx




