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: Public Comment

Draft Construction Permit
Deadline: 6/11/08 by 12 p.m.

June 10, 2008 —

Ms. Jeanine Townsend JUN 10 2008
Clerk to the Board ' '

State Water Resources Control Board ' ' -
1001 I Street, 24th Floor : SWRCB EXECUTIVE
Sacramento, CA 95814 .

Reference: Public Comment for the California Construction General Permit

Dear Ms. Townsend, .

One very significant corporate social responstbility topic related to the bui lding industy
that has proved to be a serious environmental protection issue js the proper containment
of concrete washout waste water. Numerous heavy metals including cancer causing
Chromium 6 has been detected in concrete washout waste water. If we do not completely
contain these pollutants it would be a serious public health concerm, :

In addition to th_e heavy metals and Chromium 6 found in this waste water, the ph levels
border on toxic waste, Any language written that doesn’t direct the public on how to
properly contain and dispose of concrete washout waste water would leave al] concerned

water, but also relies on experts like yourselves to assure perraits and régulations arc
outlined that protects the health and wel being of the citizens of Cal ifornia.

————— John Hall 927 Kansas Ave Berthoud CO 80513 (303) 944-4225 —— ..
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In recent discussions with the EPA regarding their upcoming new NPDES permit, the
importance of a water tight containment BMP and the proper disposal of concrete
washout waste water is priority. If the National EPA permit is headed toward a water
tight containment required BMP for concrete washout waste water and proper disposal of
same, I would encourage the great state of California to be working with the EPA ss we
tmnove into a more environmentally focused politcal landscape. California has always been
a leader in environmental issues. If concrete washout waste water and all of the pollutants
associated with this construction practice are allowed in any way 1o come in contact with
the California waterways and even soil, dirt or sediment jt would be 2 health issue not
reflective of the good works the state has dome to protects its citizens and the
environment. -

Caltrans recently issued a construction specification that included a water tight concrete
washout containment BMP, illustrating that the largest concrete user in California seey
the veed to contain this pollutant. As an individual who spends all of my profesional time
on water and soil protection issues, I commend Caltrans fer their decision to require

BMPs that protect the heaith of their workets, the general public and the environment. |

California is represented by lawmakers such as Sen. Barbara Boxer and Rep. Henry
- Waxman who both chait the commitees that oversee the EPA and Scn. Dianne F einstein

of concrete washout waste water is one of many issucs at hand, it is 2 human health issue
not to be taken lightly as vou finalize the California Constuction General Permit,

Thank you for your commitment in the preserving the California waterways and
protecting the environment and human health.-

Very truly yours,

T John Hall 927 Kansas Ave Berthoud CO 80513 (303) 9444225 -






