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What is it?

SWAMP developed the QAPP Advisor to assist project managers in developing their Quality Assurance
Project Plans or QAPP. A QAPP defines procedures and criteria that will be used for a specific project. It
includes criteria for data quality acceptability, procedures for sampling, testing (including deviations)
and calibration, as well as preventative and corrective measures.The responsibilities of project
participants also are described in a QAPP, as are sampling sites, organisms to be sampled, and the
number of analyses to be conducted. Similar to income tax software, the SWAMP QAPP Advisor is a
web-based application that guides you through the 24 elements of a QAPP providing explanation and
examples of the content needed for each element. The Advisor also assists users in determining which
elements apply to their project and which do not. The Advisor provides common information required
for all QAPPs as well as advice and reference materials to help users produce a scientifically defensible

and approvable QAPP.

Why is it important to the State?
The tool makes development of an approvable QAPP simple. In the past, many staff hours have gone
into guiding project development of QAPPs. This allows for SWAMP's limited staff and monitoring

resources to be directed to priority needs.

Why is it important to me?
Project applicants will appreciate the time the QAPP Advisor saves them. The general public will
appreciate the effort that SWAMP puts forward to maximize resources and to increase the amount of

data available for assessments and management decisions.




How will this information be used?

QAPPs document methods of data collection, storage, analysis and verification to ensure that data
are of sufficient quality to meet the monitoring project objectives. All monitoring projects funded
by SWAMP or US EPA must have an approved QAPP. The SWAMP QAPP Advisor will be used to create
superior QAPPs.

To access the SWAMP Advisor click here.
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http://swamp.waterboards.ca.gov/swamp/qapp_advisor/

