
STATE WATER RESOURCES COPITROL BOARD 

RESOLUTION NO. 68-16 

STATEMENT OF POLICY WITH RESPECT TO 

MAINTAINING H I G H  QUALITY OF WATERS I N  CALIFORNIA 


WHEREAS t h e  Cal i fornia  Legis la ture  has declared t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  
pol icy of the  S t a t e  t h a t  t h e  grant ing of permits  and l i censes  
f o r  unappropriated water and the  d i sposa l  of wastes i n t o  t h e  
waters of t h e  S t a t e  s h a l l  be  s o  regulated a s  t o  achieve highest  
water q u a l i t y  coneis tent  with maximum bene f i t  t o  t h e  people of 
t he  S t a t e  and s h a l l  be cont ro l led  s o  as t o  promote t h e  peace, 
heal th ,  s a f e ty  and welfare of the  people of t h e  S t a t e ;  and 

WHEREAS water qua l i t y  con t ro l  p o l i c i e s  have been and a r e  being 
adopted f o r  waters of t he  S t a t e ;  and 

WHEREAS t h e  q u a l i t y  of some waters of t he  S t a t e  i s  higher than 
t h a t  es tab l i shed  by t h e  adopted p o l i c i e s  and it i s  t h e  i n t e n t  
and purpose of t h i s  Board t h a t  such higher  q u a l i t y  s h a l l  be 
maintained t o  t he  maximum exten t  poss ible  cons i s ten t  with t he  
dec l a ra t i on  of t h e  Legis la ture;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. 	 Whenever t he  e x i s t i n g  q u a l l t y  of water i s  b e t t e r  than t h e  
q u a l i t y  es tabl ished i n  p o l i c i e s  a s  of t h e  da t e  on which 
such p o l i c i e s  become e f f ec t ive ,  such e x i s t i n g  high q u a l i t y  
w i l l  be maintained u n t i l  i t  has been demonstrated t o  t h e  
S t a t e  t h a t  any change w i l l  be cons i s ten t  wi th  maximum bene- 
f i t  t o  t h e  people of t h e  S ta te ,  w i l l  not unreasonably a f f e c t  
present  and an t i c ipa t ed  bene f i c i a l  use  of such water and 
w i l l  not r e s u l t  i n  water qua l i t y  l e s s  than  t h a t  prescribed 
i n  t h e  po l i c i e s .  

2. 	 Any a c t i v i t y  which produces o r  may produce a waste o r  i n -  
creased volume o r  concentra t ion of waste and which d i s -  
charges o r  proposes t o  discharge t o  e x i s t i n g  high q u a l i t y  
waters w i l l  be required t o  meet waste discharge requirements 
which w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  bes t  p r ac t i cab le  treatment o r  con- 
t r o l  of t h e  discharge necessary t o  assure  t h a t  ( a )  a pollu-
t i o n  o r  nuisance w i l l  not occur and ( b )  t h e  highest  water 
q u a l i t y  cons i s ten t  w i t h  maximum b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  people of 
t h e  S t a t e  w i l l  be maintained. 

3. 	 In  implementing t h i s  policy,  t h e  Secretary  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  
w i l l  be kept advised and w i l l  be provided with such in fo r -  
mation a s  he w i l l  need t o  discharge h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
under t h e  Federal  Water Po l lu t ion  Control Act. 



BE I T  FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  a copy of th i s  r e s o l u t i o n  be for -  
warded t o  t h e  Secretary  of t he  I n t e r i o r  a s  p a r t  of C a l i f o r n i a ~ s  
water q u a l i t y  cont ro l  pol icy submission. 

CERTIFICATION 

The undersigned, Executive Off icer  of t h e  S t a t e  Water Resources 
Control Board, does hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  t he  foregoing i s  a f u l l ,  
t r ue ,  and co r r ec t  copy of a r e so lu t ion  duly and r egu la r ly  adopted 
a t  a meeting of t h e  S t a t e  Water Resources Control Board held  on 
October 24, 1968. 

Dated: October 28, 1968 

S t a t e  Water Resources 
Control Board 




