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Subject; Comment Letter — 2006 Fedéral CWA Section 303(d} List
Dear Ms. Mer

This letter s submitied on behaif of the Santa Clara Valley eran Runoff Poliution Pravention
Program (SCVURPPER ) regarding the 2006 Revision of the Clean Waier At Saction 3030 i Listof
Waler Qim;i“f Linited Seg‘nw‘?s The SCVURPPE 5 an association of 13 citiss and towns ' in th
Santa Clara Valley, the Santa Ciara County and the Santa Clare Valiey Water District. Program
,a"*scmfﬂzs share 2 common NPLES permit to discharge municipal siormwater 1o South San

revisions 1o the 303
Efsﬁ‘w of hree water hodies ;
locawd in the Bania Clara de;?;

oW ;3?@ o cgase{i
P Sievens Creekl

Stavens Creek - Toxicity

PPP onnoses the proposed “a*éng of Slevens Creek as impaired due o oxicity
%sfu:amsrocmss responsibie for the observed toxicity has not been deniified, 25
HCFR & 1307 Pollutams CEaUSTg OF aXpecied 1o cause viciations of the anplicabie
waler quaiity standards mu *%2 be dentfied to st 8 waler body on the 3034d) st Numerous
naturalty ooourting processes resull in periodic episodes of loxicity in water hodies, and there s
no evicenge presenied that the abservabions were not the result of such processes

Anderson Reservolr - Mercury and PCBs
Stevens Creek Reservolr - Mercury, PCBs, Chiordane and Dieldrin

The SCVURPPE opposes the proposed fising of the Stevens Creek Reserveir as inoaired due 5
BTy, ?C?yc oringtes b:me wis (POES) Chiordans and Dieldrin: and Anderson Reservoir
i ‘aswu dug o marcury and | \,bs Ezch of the proposed dstings s based on o
3 2 sample swes of fish fncB) thet nas a0t been celarmmed 16 Se a

K‘J
4]

Yomwr, Pale A

(SR P TS SO SRRt SR

? Sﬁfﬁ ?94 2482




represeriaton of mie concantrations of mercury, POBs, Chiordane, or Digldon int B oconsumed
from oaner reservol As dessribed in the U8 ERPA's Consolidafed Assessment and Listing
Methodoiogy (2002), sialer sample sizes are morg prone o yigid efoneocus assessment
decisions because they hove & lower probability of detecting WOBs excesdances, uniess the
exceedances are large and pervasive. In the case of Stevens Creek and Angerson Reservoirs,
the exceedances ware nol iarge and pervasive”

Additionally, m the report hat developed screenng vaives (8V) for which OFHAA adopted
{SBrocherg and Pollack 1898} the authors state thal, “Tre 8Vs are not infended as ievels al which
consumprion advisories shouid be issued, but are useful as  QUIdE 10 identify fish speces and
cremicals from # imited data set such as this one, for which more intensive sampling, analysis
or hestth avslustion are 16 hoe recommended™. Therefore, the authors themsehves acknowiedge
he fact thel additional samphing is warranted prior to fish consumption advisories baing issuead
and subsequent actions {Le., 303(d) listing) based on these advisories,

Lasty, the SCVURPPP is not clear on the use of the proposed guidance levels and scregmng
velues when developing the proposed 303(d) fist. Thase proposed levelsivalues were issued by
QEHAA m Fabruary 2006 (Kiasing and Brodperg 2006} and appear 16 have updated 5Vs
presented In a previous repont (Brodberg and Pollack 1999). Changes © SVs will iikely affect bolh
consumption advisories issued by OEHAA and the proposed 303{d) tistings that are based on
thase advisories. The SCVURPEP recommends that State Board stafl consider using the revised
SVs oresented by Brodberg and Pollack {1998} when developing the final proposed 2006 303{d}
fist.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed 2006 303{d) tst. ¥ you reguire
additional information or have guestions regarding these comments, please contact me at (510)
B32-2852.

Sincerely,

£
Gt
N &
Acarm Ohviert
SCVURPPP Program Manager

ot SCYURPPP Management Commiltee
SCVURPPP Monitoring AHTG
SCBWMWAM Subcommitiee
BASMAA Executive Board
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