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 Selica Potter, Acting Clerk to the Board :

State Water Resources Control Board, Executive Office
" 1001 I Street, 24th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Craig J. Wnlson, Chief
- Water Quality Assessment Unit
" Division of Water Quality
State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 100"
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

RE: 2004'C1ean Water Act Section 303(d) List Laguna de Santa Rosa Phosphorus & Nu.rogen
. Dear Mr. Wilson, . A ‘
‘ Iamwnﬁng tostrongly &pose the roposa]tode—hst the Laguna le Santa Rosa for
e oppose i:;

~ Phosphorus & Nitrogen. the delisting because Phosphorus and Nitrogen are
biostimulatory substanm that clearly promote aquatic growths that clearly cause nuisance
- and adversely affect beneficial uses and thus violate the Region 1 Plan,

1. Phosphorus and Nitrogen are biolstimulatory substances.

- Itis clear from all hmnology texts that horus and Nitrogen are biostimulatory
- substances and according to EPA’s Ofﬁ of Water Education both are listed as
hoshnnluatory » '

2. Phosphoru,s and Nitrogen promote aquatic growths in the Laguna de Santa Rosa.
It is clear that Phosphorus is abundant in the de Santa Rosd from the City of Santa

Rosa’s data submitted and is present in excess of eu &l‘uc levels and thus responsible for «~
promoting current aguatic growths such as Ludw:fm petela and Blue-Green Algae. Due

- to the-abundance of Phosphorus and ce of blu algae ies, nitrogen is not the
limiting nutrient in the Laguna due top;f:en algea.eg’:e:l;li nitrogen from the
atmosphere. Thus Phosphorus and Nitrogen are present in high y utrophic levels and
,promote aquahc growths, -

3 Aquahc growths due to Phosphorus and Nitmgen cause nuisance and adversely affect
beneﬁdalusesintheLagunadeSanta A .

~ Twill forgo discussion of low dissolved o gen as a nuisance or adyerse affect on beneficial
“uses as the State Board staff understands well. Apart from low D.O. in the Laguna, the
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this fact. The State Board staff's contention that listing for low D.O.
_g::blem ignores the migratory impacts of Phosphorus and Nitroges

‘The largest recent nuisance is due to the explosive growth in recen y

‘urgent to list the Laguna in order to start the clean-up process. List
. Dissolved m will make it much harder to address nutrient pollution via a TMDL as
- permitted di ges contain Phosphorus and Nitrogen not low d

'Nitrogen by continuing to list them as impairments to the Laguna ¢

- “Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

- Sincerely,

aquatic growths in the Laguna also migrate out of the Laguna and cause impacts well down
the mainstem of the Russian River. Increased aquaﬁ:e%rowﬂw CAUSE h:ghmamm in
the Laguna and downstream due to increased light ection and higher tu ty due to
increased algae inhibiting fish ability to feed. The W is a tributary to Mark West Creek
and nutrient loads and nutrient impacts continue beyond the Le through the lower
portion of Mark West Creek to the mainstem Russian River, Santa Rosas data clearly support
will “get at” the nutrient
beyond the Laguna de
ears of Ludwigia
Hexapetela, an a t non-native water primrose that covers sections of the Laguna _
providing refuge for West Niles Virus carrying mosquitoes. Ludwigi alsohasmade =
navigation of ﬂx;;.:gum almost impossible by canoe in the last twp years, adversely

4, Based on the nuisance and adverse affects to beneficial uses P phorus and Nitrbgen'
warrant continued listing under CWA section 303(d) and current State listing policy.

ta Rosa.

" It should be said that the Laguna is a very sensitive receptor for nutrients due to it's low

gradient that doesn’t allow scouring of resident sediments. This fagt makes it even more
; g only for Low

ssolved oxygen. Low D.O.
entt..... Phosphorus and

is a symptom not the cause so let’s address the cause of the impairn
e Santa Rosa.

foo P!

Don McEnhill
Russian Riverkeeper




