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Subject:  Comment Letter — San Diego Water Board Indicator Bacteria, ProjectI

Upon review of the proposed Basin Plan amendment, the City of La Mesa has the following comment:

1. The definition of a rain event in the proposed amendment is not consistent with the study of
which it is founded upon. The February 2010 SDRWQCB response to this issue {Pg V-3) was
correct and inadequate.

The Leo Carriflo Beach reference study, used as the basis of calculating the TMDL exceedarice frequency, uses
“rainfall events of 0.1” or greater and the following 72 hours” as the rain event definition. The proposed TMDL
Incorrectly uses “rainfall events of 0.2 inches or greater and the following 72 hours as the definition.

By incorrectly using 0.2, instead of the correct value of 0.1%, the sdentific basis related to incorporating the
Leo Carrillo reference system exceedance frequencies is flawed. This concern was raised in SDRWQCB
Resaonse to Comments Part I in February 2010 by the County of San Diego on Page v-wo
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The SDRWQCB staff response, located on page V-3 states “there were no comméni*s submitted at the time
{2007) that opposed this definition of a wet weather day, thus no change in the definition was made.”

Essentially, the SDRWQCB response is asserting that since nobody caught the error in 20607, it cannot be
corrected. Not only is this statement in itself a major concern, the 2007 work was part of a previous basin
plan amendment, which was withdrawn, and which did not even include a reference system approach. A new
amendment and new approach was formulated, yet there is no chance to correct errors which were hatched
from previous work, which used a compietely dlfferent approach?

We recommend remedying the Issue by altering the project documents to reflect the Leo Carrillo Beach
reference study rain event definition of “rainfall évenits of 0.1” or greater and the following 72 hours”.

Storm Water Program Manager
City of La Mesa
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