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Re. Comment Letter San Diego Water Board Indicator Bacteria, Project 1

Thank you forthe opportunity to comnment on this draft regulation which has.the

~ potential to have a significant impact on our City's budget -and operations.: This
comment letter is being submitted with the expectation that it could lead o a mare
raalistic regulation that can be complied with and will lead to the achievement-of water
quality objectives. '

Comment: The TMDL should not apply to inland water bodies. The Regional or State
Board shouid develop @ reference study for inland water bodies priorto implementing @
TMDL specific to intand waters. '

The City submitted the foﬂowihg cormment to the Regional Water Quality Controt Board
on this topic: '
“The model upon which the TMDL is based relies on a limited data set focused

“on exceedances at beaches and river mouths. This data-was extrapolated to
develop bacteria levels for intand locations without taking into accountthe
different conditions atinland water bodies, including reduced flow, salinity and
tack of tidal influence. It is necessary to use data from inland creeks to assess
the baseline percen age of exceedances for these locations, as it is likely these
will be vastly different from those observed on the coast...” '

The Regional Board’s response failed to address the comment made. In ifs response,
there was No discussion of why @ reference study conducted at beaches and river
mouths applied to inland water bodies. it is clear that the reduced flow in rivers and
crecks will result in bacteria concentrations exceeding water quality objectives on a
more frequent basis; even with the same poliutant load. it is well known that the growth
of bacteria is highly dependant on a range of factors inciuding temperature, exposure to
sunlight, and presence of algal mats. All of these factors are likely to be "sigﬁiﬁcantl-y
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atover $1 ,ﬁaf\?fﬁﬁ'bn, .:eﬁciéftfding :th-e costs d‘f negotiating an amendment to the TMDL.
. -Funding for such g monumental task is simply not available. Further; it is the Regionai
Board's responsibility to develop a reasonable TMDL.

The Cily urges the State Board to require that 3 reference study for irland wafer bodies
be conducted by the Regional Board. Untjl this study is completed, the TMDL should
not be applied to inland water bodies.

The City of Santee supports the comments submitted by the County of San Diego as
provided in the County of San Diege’s comment letter. |
pportunity to comment on this total maximum dalily load regulation.
1e need to adopt a TMDL for bacteria; however, we feel that infand

Pedro Orso Delgado, P.E. Y _
Deputy City Manager/Diredtor of Development Services

! Presentation by Gretel Robetts Phd., of Weston Solutions Inc. at a meeting of jurisdictions affected by
the Bacteria | TMDL'in Oceanside on 10/28/10.




