BEFORE THE DIVISICH OF WATER EIGATS
DEPART.T CF £UBLIT WOEK
STATE oF CA_INUiaIA

In the Latter of Appiication £3i5 of the United 3tates
Forest Service {Szn Zsrrardine hationsl Forest} to
Approoriate from Linnelusa Spriug Tridtutary to
Eig Eear lLake in San 3Sernardinoe County for
Demestic Purposes
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AFPEARANMCES AT HEARING ZELD Merch 8, 1328

For Applicant

United States Forest Service H. P. Dechant

For Protzstants

¥rs. Louis 3. Scovern |
James ¥. LicBrrde } - Bugene J, Wix
Dr. H. C. Smith }
EXXUINER: Gordon Zander, Hydrawlic Engineer for lisrold fonkling,
Chief of Zivision of water Rights, Department of Zurliic works,
State cof Ca.ifornia.
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Descrigtion of ZFroject

Appiication 5355 waa filed by the United States Forest Service on

Februery 14, 19Z7. It proposes the approprintion of 0,006 cubic foot per
second from innelusa Spring tributary of 3ig Bear Lzke in San Bernardino
County for domestic purzoses on 35 lots in tne lLakeview Tract to he used as

sunmer home sites. The lots are located in the SE; SE, of Jecticn 8 and the

SWg of 54y of Section 9, T 2 If, & 1 B, S.B.Bs & 4o The point of diversion




"is within the SEiy of the SE; of Section &, T 2 &, R 1 E, in the San Bernardino
Hational Forest. The application was protested by Lirs. Louils 5. Scevern, Dr.

de C. Smith and James F. licBryde.

Mrs. Louls 4. Scovern, James F. uclryde and Dr. H. 0. Smith nLave s
right under Application 34850, rermit 1598 to divert G.C03 cubic foot per
second or spproximately 1950 gallons per day taroushout the entire year for
‘domestic pur@oses from a group of springs tributary to Big Eear Lake.. The
ﬁrotestants allege in effect that their source of supply is uinnelusa Spring
from which the appiicant seeks to divert and that the approval of the appli-
gation would jeopardize their rights lnasmuch as dﬁring dry periods the sup-
2lr wquld not bz sufficient to take care of mcre than 4 or 5 lots and thet
during the summer of 1927 the suppl, was limited with noue to spare.

Hesring Set in Accordance with Section 16
of the water Coruiission Act

The application was completed in accordance with the Water Ccmmis-
sion Act and the requirenents of tiie Rules and Regulations of tie Division
of Water Lights and beiug protested was set for a public hearing in accord-
ance with Section 16 of the water Commission dct at the Qouncil Chambsr of
the City Hall, Sen Bernardino, California, at 10:;C0 ofclock a.m, on uarch 8,
1928. Of tihis hearing sppiicant and protestaats wers duly notified.

Physiography and Hydrogradny

Yinnelusa Spring the source of the proposed diversion is a wet spot
on the East side or bank of ilinnelusa Canyon. The canyon.itself rises in the
mountains just Forth of Big Bear Leke in the vicinity of Berihs Feak and takes
& Southwesterly course towﬁrd the leke, The drainage area above tue spring

has an area of about 0.80 of a square mile. The terrain is steep and well

P




wooded. Testimony preseated at tne nearing indicated tnat the banks of ine

canyon from a péint well atove the sppiicant's proposed source of diversion
to A point below tihe protestents® point of diversion wnich is abouf 300 feet
below that proposed by the &pplicant is satursted with water wnich percolates
therefrom into the bed of ﬁhe cenyon itself, the stream being an increasing
one as it flows toward tne lake.

In the monta of August l:<7 measurements of flow were uade and 1%
taé found thet &% a point £00 feet above protestants' intake the flow was
0.025 of a cubic foot per second or about 16,000 gallons ber day, at a
point 125 feet velow protestants' intaxe it was 0,0628 of a cubic foot per
gecond or about 40,500 gallons per day and a%t a point 400 feet below the
intake the flow was O.14 of a cubic foot per second or approxinately 20,500
gallons per day.

The source of appropristion by protestants is a well sunk in the
bed of winneluss Canyon about Z00 feet belo; the appiicant's proposed roint
of diversion anﬁ this well is so constructed a3 to collect underground waters
only, the surf&ce flow being sllowed to pass on by. it this well the gravel
bed of the canyon is about 20 feet wide and the well is sunk on the iesterly
side of the channel.

Use of Water by Protestants

Under Appiication 34050, Permit 1598, ilrs, Louis G. Scovern, James

F. kicBryde and Dr. H. C. Smith have the right to divert s gquantity of water
not to exceed 0.003 of a cubic foot per second or approx imately 1950 galions
per dey for domestic purposes on lots 2, 3 anc¢ 5 of the Lekeview Tract. On

July 30, 1926 an inspection was made of the project ana accordin:s to the

report of tne inspecting engineer spproximately 4£0 gallous per day wes being




used for domestic purposes. This use however will probably be increased as
it is proposed to install batns, flush toilets anc septic tanks ut it is
not lixely that more thaﬁ sbous seven or eight hundéred zallons per dey will
actuslly be mppiied to beneficiai us€.

Mr. William Hunter altnoﬁgh not a record protestsant, =also uses
weter from the well of the protestants uncer Appiication 5049, Permit =778,
License 690, and.has the right to divert 120 gallous per day tarougnout the
"entire year for cQoamestic puréoses an lot 1 of the Lakeview Uract.

The total use of the protestants is not likely to exceed 900 gallons

per daye.

PDiscussion of Irotests

From the facts presented at {he hearing and informstion on file
with this oifice it appears that the spring froam which the sgpopiicant proposes
.to divert is ose of many moist spots on the gides of the Qanyon which_contribute
to the f1¢i in Ilinnelusa Canyon. The flow at the spring is uot grest snd weter
will have to be developed by the applicent. It may be poesible that a certain
" amount of tie water wnich the applicant intends to divert finds its way to
the well of the protestants, as the well is so consiructed as to collect under-

from

ground water only, but, tae fact that the walls oi the canyon from the spring’
fo the protestants® well appear to be saturated with water and toere is a con~
tinuous streem of water flowing in tle canyon itself which would appear to
indicate that the gravels of ths stream bed itself were saturated, it would
not seme probable that the diversion of 0.006 of a cubic foot per second or
apﬁrdzimately 3880 galioﬁé per dey as proposed by tne sppiicant would in 8

year of normal runoff inure to the injury of the protestants.



Testimony introduced. at tre heering indicsted that during the dry
year of 13&6, lLirs. Scovern whese lot is situated at & lower elevation tnan
those of the other protestants, was obliged to close the water taps at her
¢cabin in order thaet the other protestants mignt obtain water. Thils fact how-
ever would not be conclusive evidence thnat the water supply was inadequate'
for it may have been possible that the water system wes not desigred to take
care of tnis situation.

The fact that the walls of the canyon are saturated with water
from the proposed diversion point of the spplicant to the well of the pro-
testants would appear to indicate that there would be sufficient water to
supply the protestsnts even though the appiicant should divert 3880 gallons
per day from the Minneluss Spring.

CORCLUSICH

The purpose to which the appiicant proposes to put the water is a
useful and beneficisl ane and inasmuch as there sppears 1o be unapproprieted
water at the prﬁposed point of diversion pemmit should be issued.

QTDER

Appiicetion 53£6 for a permit to approoriate water having been filed
with the Division of Water mights as sbove stated, a protest having been filed,
a.public hearing naving been held and the Division of water Hizhts now being
fully informed in tne premises:

IT IS E:iR=3Y CRDERED that the said Applieation t355.be approved &nd
that a permit be granted to the applicant subjeét to such of the usual terms

and conditions as may be sppropriate.

Dated at Sacrasento, Caliiornia, tnis QN day of %U-M&, 1928,

{Harold Conkiing)
WES:ITP CHIEF OF DIVISICLH OF WAPRE rIGHYS




