BEFORE THE DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
DEPARIMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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In the Matter of Apnliéation 11370 of El Dorado National Forest to Appro-
priate Water from an Unnamed Svring in E1 Dorado County, Tributary to
SouthFork of American River for Domsstic and Fire Protection Purposes.
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Appearances at Investigation Conducted by the Division of Water Resources.
at the Site of the Proposed Appropriation on October 10, 1946.

For Applicant
'+ El Dorado National Forest . _ o H. B. Miller _
Margaret Faris Eliassen } George Faris and
Geoise Faris and J. Rohrerg Roy Hamilton

* For Division of Yater Resources

S. C. Whipple, Associate Hydraulic Engineer, for Edward Hyatt, State
Engineer. |

GPINTION

GENARAY, DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPLENT

Applicatio-n 11370 was filed dy Tl Dorado Naticnal Forest on April
12, 1946. Applicant proposes an appropriation of 200 gallons per day from

an unnamed spring in the bed of a eresk which is tributary to the South



Fork of American River. .It is proposed to divert the water throughout the
year at & point within the SWE of SB} of Section 2, T. 11 N., R. 17 E., M
De B. & M, for domestic and fire protection purposes within Lot 6 of -
Phillips Sﬁmmer Home Tract within the NE} of NWk: of Section 11, T. 11 N.,
Re 17 E., }a Do Be & i
PROTEST

A joint protest against the approval of A;plicatlon 11370 was
£iled by’Margaret Faris Eliassen, George Faris snd J. Rchreron July 8,

- 1946. These protestants claim rlparian rights to the use of the uater of
the sprmng and allegs in effect that the flow from the spring which is
the only source of water available to them is insufficient during the fall
mnnths to meet the present domestic demmnds. They own approximately 40
acres and intend to construct additional summer howes which will require'
more water as soon as building conditions permit. |

FIEYD INVESTIGATIGN

"{;' Stlpulations to an informal hearing under Section 733{b) of the
Rules and Regulations of the Division of Water Resources having besen
entered into by both the applicant and the protestants and these stipula-
tions hating been approved by the State_Engineer, a field investigation

“was conductéd at the site of the proposed appropriation on October 10,

1946, by an engineer of the Division, at whieh the epplicant and protestants
were representeﬁ,

Records Relied Upon in Arriving at & Decision

In arriving at a decision as tc whather Application 113?0 should
be approved, reliance is placed upon the entire file in comnection with
Applieation 11570. Particular reliance is placed upon the report of the

engineer who conducted the investigation.
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Gensral Discussion

Tha source of the pronosed appropriation is a spring located in
the bottom of an unnamed stream which is trlhutary to the South Fork of

American River.

A% the time of the investigation on Qctober 10 1946, the £1low
of the spring was estimated to ‘be aporoximately 29,000 gallons per day. .

At the intake of the protestantis, which is located approximately 850 feet

'ddwnstraam from applicants‘ proposed point of diversion, the flow was

estimated:to'be avproximzately 43,000 gallons per day, indicatiﬁg that.
there wers accretions between the spring and the lower intake, This in-
crease may have been the result of reins which oceurred a week prier to
theninvestigation and it is possible that during the dry season the flow

of the stream at protestants' intske may even be less than the flow of

 the spring.

In view of the facf that the watershed which rﬁnges in elewation
from 7100 to 9000 feat above Sea level is rugged and'heavily.timbered, con-
ditions appear favorable for a well sustained sumer flow. According to
protestant Farls, however, who has resided in thst vicinlty for some 20
years, the source of sﬁpply fails completely in a dry year. Both applicant
and protestants agzree that in oerdinary years the yield is sharply reduced
after the middle of July.

On July 12, 1946, Forest Supervisor Smith examined the area in
question and at that time found more than enough water to'satisfy the needs
of the Forsst SerTtice and the,pfotsstants._ Al though admitting fhat during
the liate surmer and fall the supply-diminishés to a great extant,rhé is of
the opmon that if'AppliééLtion 11370 were approved by the Division, it

would not affect the amount of water available at protestantst! point of

-




‘diversion as the ‘entire creek consists of small springs, marshy pleces

and rock ledges and that the small amount of water which the Fbrest Ser-
vice woﬁlﬁ. divert at the spring would never reach the proﬁ_estants' :Lnt.ake.
if it were allowed to continue to flow. He is of the opinion that b;r
proper development at theilr intake a continuous supply of water ¢an be
seéured.

Protestantis present use consists of demestic service to two
fully plumbed dwellings and the irrigation of about 1/4 acre of garden
requirméapproximat'ely' 2400 gallons per day or less than one-tenth of the
estimated flow of the spring at the time of the investigation. They pro-
Dose %o increase the present use by constructing 3 mors fully plumbed
sumner homes which they expect will be occupied within the nért two years
and to eventually add meny more such homes, all of which will be dependex_lt
upon the source of the proposed gppropriation for their water supply. This
:Ln‘:ltse:'Lf would indicate thét protestants are of the opinion that water is
ava-ilable in excess of their present needs. If there is sufficient water
té justify the proposed expansion by the protestanté, th.ere will surely be
enough wat'ér to justify the approval of an application foi- the use of water
at one smmﬁér home requiring but 200 gallons per day.

~ Riparian use which is prospective only cennot be urged as a .basis
upon which to deny the approval of an applieation and until such & time as
the protestant.é have use for additional waler and can actually apply it to
beneficial use, 'tﬁe law provides that the waters may be appropriated by
othsra. '
| During & season of normal runoff there appears to be unappropriated

water at the spring in sufficient quantities to justify the approval of
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. Application 11370 and therefore this application ghould be approved sub-

ject to the.' usual terms and eonditions.
 oom

Application 11370 for a pemit to appropriate water having bsen
filed with fhe Division of Water Resources as sbove stated, a protest
having been filed, a field investigation having been made, a Stipulated
‘hearing having been held in accordance with Section 733(b) of the Rules
a.nd Regulati.ons of the Division of Water Resources and .the Division of
Water Resources now being fully infomed in the premises:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Application 11370 be approve.& and
tha_ﬁ a pen'n.it. be granted to the applicant subjedt to such of the ususl
terms and conditiors as may .b_e approprié.ta.

. WITNESS my hand =md the seal of the Department of Public Works

of the State of California this _ 23th day of_TFebruary — jo49,

-

Edward Hyatt, State Zngineer




