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BEFORE THET DITISICH OF ATER RISCURCES
DEPARTIENT OF PUBLIC T/ORKS
STATZ OF CALIFORNTA
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In the Yabter of Avplication 92L) of Roy T. Plusnter to Appropriate llater
from Two Unnanad Sprinss in an Unnanad Zanyoa Tributary to Caldwell Iake in
Ios Angeles County for Irrigation and Demestic Furposss.

olo

-Decision A. S841 D.__ 554
Decided Julz 20, 1347
oCo

Appearances at Fearinz Jeld a, los inceles June 18, 1847,

For Applicant

Roy T. Plummer s | _ In propria persona

For Pr astant:

Little Baldy Vater Company . ' " B. J. Buchanan

Secrelary-Trecsurer
o
Examinar
=gl

B

Cordon Zander, rrincipal Hydraulic Engineer, Division of Vater Resources,
Department of Public Torks, State of California, for Edward Hyatt, State

Ingineer.

ePINION

GEIFRAL BESC?IPTION CF *O“PC’"D “’”"TO“I"”T

Lppiication 9841 of Pory T, Piluamer was {iled with the Division of

Water Resources on February 27, 1740. !r. Plumer proposes’an appropriation

of 65,000 gallons per day f{rom either or both of two springs in an unnamed

canyon tributary to Caldwell lake for domestic purposes ab a rgsidence ard



the irrigation of 20 acres owned by-the applicant within the_Sﬁ% of SB% of

Section 2hey To b He, R 9 W.y S.3.B.&4. The Springs are on Forest Service
land w1tnln the SviE of N of Zection 25, T. L1 Y., e 9 We, S.B.B.&M, Appli~
cant proposes to appropriate the water throughout the snbire year for domestic

purposes and from about April 1 to about Yovember 30 for irrigation use.

FROTZST

The protest of Iittle Baldy Tater Company 1s based upon poséiﬁle
interference with its prior Applicaticns 12-30 and 2242 under which it may
appropriaﬁe from Deadman Cangyon 4.9'cubic feet per second or a total.of 216
acre feet from about November 1 to about Hay 1 of each-séason.and 1.75 cubic
feet per second from about lay 1 to about November 1 of each season for irri-
gation and domestic purposes on 1140 acres within Sectiens 28, 29, 30 and 31

Te 5 M., B, 8 il., and Section &, T. k4 M., Re & Uiy 5.8.B.&dl  Its intaks is

within the NI+ of IZf of Section 2L, T. 4 Ney, Ba 9 V., S.B.B. 2.

-

*

o Protestant claims that the waters of the springs from whlch appli-

cant seeks to appropriate are tributary to Deadman Canyon rather than to

" Caldwell Iaks and that if Application 9841 is approved it will resuit in de-

creasing its already limited water supply.

Hearinz Held in Accordance with the Tater Code

Application $241 was completed:in accordance with the ﬁater.Code
and the Rules and Regulations of the Division of Water Resourc=s and belng
protested was set for pubiic hearins in accordance with “hanter 5 of Part 2
of.the ater Coﬁé on Tednesday, Juns 1%, 1947, abt 10:20 otclock AJdf in
Room 803, California State Building, Los ingeles, Califorria. Of this hear-

ing, applicant'and protestant were duly notified.

o




General Discussion

The protéstant compan;,--has constructed a croncrete submergéd dam
projscting aboub 5 feel above ithe level of ihe channel of Deadman Canyon.-
This dém is not entirely adecuate to intarcept the underflow of ths stream -
and bring it ’to_ the surface and the company has instailzad a pumping plant
at a mining .s‘naft or well just above the dam from which it obtains its
supply during the period of low runoéf. Tne daa and well are loecated in
the immediate vicinity of the junction of Ceadman Canyon and Grandview
Canyon as .thase cahyons ars shown on the lescal Creok Tcﬁadra.ngle of the
United States Céoiogical Survey and it appears thal waber from bolh sources
.is available at this poir_st;. The intaks is about 1.3 miles northerly of the
lowest spring described in Application G841 and abcut 1 mile northerly énd
‘below the San Andreas rift zone. During the season of low flow the protestant
is ent.ifely dependent upon the yield of the well for its water supply and it
elainms that if water is diverted from the two springs as proposed by appli—
cant it will resuit in depriving the company of water which is eassential to
its needs in a growing community. -

On the other hand, é.pplica.nt has consistently cla.im:ed, and his
-application so indicates, that the waters of the springs contribute to the
waters of Caldwell lake which is located about a mile northwesterly fronm
the sp;-ings. This he ¢laims is due t§ the San Andreas .rift which inter-
cepts the underflow of the unnamed canyon in which the springs are located.

| In an effort to determine what effect, if any, the proposed appro-m
priation would have upon protestants water ﬁupply, an engineer of the Divie-

gsion accompanied by the applicant and a representative of the protestant |

made a field investigation at the site of the proposed appropriatioh on
August 26, 1940.




According to the engineert!s report, the fwo sp:ings are located in
~ the main branﬁh of ﬁeadman-Canyon uhicﬁ is rather steep and rocky with a
channe]. ﬁidth varying from 6 to 8 feet and a layer 6f'decomp03ed graniteand
rock fragments of varying depths above bed rock. The upper spring was fe-
ported to be in a fork of the canyon about 300 feet below the ridge and was

| practic&lly dry. The lower spring is ébout 500 feet downstream, 80 feet
lower in elevation and was running "a fast trickle" which disappeared within
a few feet. Thereafter the surface channel takes a fairly straight course
dom to Deadman Canyon on which protestant's intake is located. He reported
thaf no surface indications could be found of any barrier which would force
_watef to the west. It was his opinion that in past ages the runoff from
upper Deadman Canyon may have taken a westerly course around a smail ridge
Just bélOW'the highway'at right angles to the channél (which applicant
ciaims is a portion of the San Andreas rift) and returned to the canyon,

but that it'has since broken through and the high.point of the old channel
nbﬁ lays some 30 feet above the present water'coufse.

. At the time of the investigation, it appeared that the protestant
compaﬁy would enter no ssrious objection to the prorosed development pro-
vided that applicant would use the water for irrigation purposes and with~
draw his application so as rot to set a2 grecedeht for the filingiof other
applications in that locality. It was considered by those present at the
invesﬁigation that the amounﬁ of water salvaged by the installation of some
2300 feet of pipe would probably offsst ﬁhe field losses by evaporation and
transpirabtion and that the nst result mizht not entail any material locs to
_ﬁhe protestant. Subsequently a tentative form of agreement was drawn up
by the prctéstant and submitted to the appli&ant for his'épproval. This
_ agreemeht,'hqwever, was not acceptable to him and a public hearing vas

" requested.
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The principal witness at the hearing was Robin ﬁillié,_a gonsulti;g
geologist, uell educated in his particular field, énd of many years.éxﬁerience.
¥r, Villis who has made a special study of the San Andreas rift zone, testified
in effect that he visited the locality of Deadman Canyon on June 17, 1947, and
that in his opinion the surface vaters of the canyon in which applicant's
springs are locat ted would, in times of flood, flow down the channel to pro—
“testant's intake, thus supporting our eng;neer's opinion that the surface
channel 1; continuous from the springs to protnsuant's dam and well, but that
due to the extremely porous nature of the bedrock in the stream channel down
' which the waters cf the spring flowed and the faet that the San Andreas rift
cut across this channél, the undergreund p1ow of the canyon is diverted
westerly to.ard Caldwell Lake by impervious clay‘b riers which fomi the
boundaries of-the rift zone.

My, 7illis is of the opinion that the land lying southwest of the
rift has moved norivhwesterly a disfance of_about one-thousand.feet'in relation-
to thé land lying norﬁheasterly of the rift, that Peadman Canyon is ruch too
large to'havé been developed by the stream which is fed by waters from the
springs and that the actual original head of Déadman Canyon 1is the-néxt,cahyon
to the northwest which accounts for the apparent chiznge in the Eourse of the
stream reported by our engineer. He belisves that honnally a canyon, the
size of Deadman Canyon would have a considerable underflow but that due to
the fact that it has been geologically "behsaded'™ the portion of the canypﬁ_
lying southerly of San’ sndreas rift now drains into Caldwéll.lake.

Mr, Tillis stated that after he had examined the conditions in the
field, he discussed the situation with L. I, loble of the United States Geo-

logical Survey who also had mads a st udv of the San fndreas rift zone and

that Mr. I'cble had confirmed his findings.




It appears that a large pértion of the 20 acres that applicant pro-
poses to irrigate lles on the northerly side of San Andreas rift and the w tef
will have a much better chance of reaching protestant's well than it now has,
although it is possible that a considsrable portisn, if not all of the return
water may be lost by evéporation befcre.feaching the protestant's'well.

Althéugh'no testimony vas presented by the protestant at the hearing
_ﬁo refute the testimony of Hr..ﬁillis,'reference was made to thé cenclusions
dfaﬁn by ocur engineer as.a result of his field investigation as set forth
above., These conclusions, however, vere based on surface observations only"
énd were not based upon a geoleogical knowledge of ths Sar Ardreas rift zone,

Protestant was concerned lest the filing of the application and its.
approval wbuld result in setiing a precedent for the filing of other applica—
tions in that locality. It was sxplained, however, that an appropriative
fight could only be initiated by the filing of an application with the Divi-
sion aﬁd that any application filed would have to be considered on its own
merits and a detenmiﬂation'made vhether unappropriated water existed,

Testimony was lntroduCed by Mr, Buchanan, Sﬂcrﬂtary;Trﬁasurer of
Iittle qaldy “ater Company, indicating that the community which the pro-
testant is now serving is growing in population, that the water reauiredenﬁs
:are rapidly increasing and that more water will havs to be developed bqth
for direct diversion and étorase.

On March 31, ¢9L7, Application 11903 was filed by Iittle Raldy W, tnr
Company for an appropriaticn_from Deadman Canyon of an additional 3 cubic feet
per second by direct diversion throughovt the year and 15 acre feeb per annum .
by storagze to be collected from about December 1 to about June 1 of each
season for the irrigation of a net area of 500 acres within a gross area of
1080 acres in Sections 28, 29, 30, 31, T. 5 M., R. 8 i, and Section 6, T.

A Ye, Ba 8 Wo, S.3.B.&Y, This agplication has recently beasn approved by

6.
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issuance of Permit 68&6. As Application 9341 of Puj o Flurmer was filed
_some seven years prior to Applicatiocn 11203, wia cannet seg wheraln protestant
can logically protest theapproval of Application 98LL aven though the waters

- of the springs were tributary %o Teadman Canyon and at the same time apply

for unappropriated water.

Surmary and Conclusieon

The unrefutad testinony presented at the hearing indicates that the

waters of the springs which applicant seaks to appropriate do not contribute

to the water supply of protestant Little BaldJ “iater Ccompany and therefore

the protesta ¢ carnct “e injured by the aprroval of Application GQLl. Appli-

cation 9841, therefore, should be approved subject to the usual terms md

" conditions.

CRDER
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Applicaticn 9841 having been filed with the Division of Watér Resources

.as above stated a protest having ben filed, a publlc aearlng having been held

LY

and ‘the State Engineer now being-fully informed in the premises

IT IS HZREBY CRDZRED that Application 9841 be aporoved and that a per—

-

mit bhe issued to the applicant subject to such of the usual terms and condi-

tlons as may be apprepriate,

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Public “orks of the

State of California this 30th day of July R - L

Edward Hyzt State Ensircen
FaLl, 3




