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STATE OF CALIFORINIA
DEPARTMENT CF PUBLIC WORKS
BEFORE THE STATZ ENGINEZR AND
CHIEF OF THE DIVISION CF WATER 2ESCURCES

cOo
In the Matter of Application 11870 of Ralph Z, Dixon tc Apprbpriate
Unappropriated Water from Jack Creek, Tributary to Esceondido Creek in San Diego
County for Domestic and Irrigation Purposes.

_ Qo
Decision A, 11870 D, 597

Decided . February 17, 1949

olo

IN ATTENDANCE AT INVESTIGATIO SCHDUCTED BY THE DIVISION OF WATER RESCURCES AT
THE SITE CF THE PROPOSED APPROPRIATICN, ON AUGUST 11, 1948, :

'/Ralph E. Dixon Applicant
Charles W. Bozarth, Sr. Protestant

J. J. Heacock - Asscociate Hydraulic Engineer,
- - Division of Water Resocurces,
Department of Public Werks,
For the State Engineer

. OPINION

General Description of the P%oiect
The application was filed with tﬁe Division of Water Resourées by
Ralph E. Dixon on May 9, 1947. It contemplates a diversion of 1500 acre-feet per
annum to be collected betﬁe;n January 1 and December 31 of each séason, from Jack
Creek, tributary to Escondido Creek, in San Diege County, for domestic purposes
| and irrigation. The point of diversion is described as being within the NEL SWk
'of-Secticn 1, T 12 S, R2W, SBB & M. The storage dam is to be an.eérth £i11, -
.70 fget high from streambed to overflOW'lefel and 190 feet in toﬁ length, The.
reserﬁoif which is to be known as the Dixon Reservoir will flood lands in the S%
Nwh: and NEE SW: of the section above named; it will have a surface area of 51,7
acres and a'capéciiy of 1487 acre-fect. Water is td_be conveyed from the reservoir
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_ by.ﬁeans of a welded steel pipe liﬁe 8 inches in diameter and 1200 feet long,
The place of use is to be a tract lying within the SE: of Section 1 of T 12 S,
R 2 W and the SWE of Section & of T12 S, R 1 W, SBB & M, where a total of 70,7
.acres,'chiefly in orchard, are to be irrigated and 4 residence sites supplied for
domeatic purposes, including garden and-gtock watering. The irrigation season is
aéid to extend from about May 1 to about Décember 15, The land to be irrigated
is reported to have another source of supply, i.€., & supply pumped from wells,
A estimated at 30 acre—feet per anmum,
Protést

Charles W, Bozarth Sr. apprehends decrease of yield from hls well whlch
is situated 1400 fest downstream from the appllcant's proposed dam site, He_states
that this yell is 350 feet distant from Jack Creek, implies that it is fed in
part from that stream, claims riparian ownership, asserts that he has irrigéted
37 of his 47 acres and intends'to_plant the remzinder during 1948, He desires a
guarantee that.the proposed dam will not decrease the output of his well or
unreascnably increase his pumping head. He states that his protest may be dis-
regarded and dismissed if the applicant can asﬁure him that his wgll will_not
suffer or that the applicant will.snpply him with an amount equal to any decrease
in yield, He states that water was first used on nis place in 1922 at a rate of
350 gallons per minute for the irrigation of 20 acres of alfalfa, by pumping, day
and night, for 2 weeks out of each month; that 17 additional acres were gradually
planted to gitrusftrees and that 8 mere acres are aboﬁt to be plénted to
| avocados, ie describes his diversion point as being located at the 3E corner of
the SWk SEX of Section 1, T 12 S, R 2 W, SBB & M,

In answer to the protest the applicant represents that the dam proposed
in.the application will benefit the protestant by controlling extreme high flows

-2 -



. . -

and stabilizing the perennial flow. He states that he camot guarantee the water
~level in protestant's well because of the numerous factors other than the pro-
posed dam, affecting the water plans,

Field Investigation

The appliéant and the protestant having stipulated to an informal
hearing as provided for in Section 733(b) of the California Administrative Code,
a field investigatién was conducted at the site of the proposed appropriation on
~ August 11, 1948 by an engineer of the Division. Both the applicant and the

protestant were present during the investigation,

_ Records Re;;gg Upon
ApPlication 11870'and'all data and information on file therewith._
| | 7 Discugsidn

There are noc measurements of_runoff from Jack Creek, Hecords on com-
. parable streams in the area suégést that the runoff from the watershed tfibutary
to the prdposed storage dam is eitrémely variable, The applicant's ehgineer
estimates that runoff entering the reservoir will average 100 acre-feet per square:
mile of tributary watérShed (about 320 acre—feet in gll) per annum, that runoff
- varies from zerc to several hundred per cent of average, and that a sufficient,
firm supply may be dev?loped by means of a reservoir of 1500 acrg—feet capacity,
which will howeﬁer réquire carrying over some stored water,.on océasion, for as
much as six years, | |

| From the evidence adduced_it appears improbable that Jack Creek con-
tfibutes materially to the ground water supply tﬁppeq by the proteétantls'uell.
According to the report of the investigating engineer the reach of Jack Creek from
the proﬁosed dam site to the junction of that stream'with Escondid§ Creek is rather
precipitous and shoﬁs little evidence of ﬁnderflow. The protestant's well, accord-
-ing to the protest, lies.befween Jack Creek and Escondido Creek, being 350 feet

fram the former ahd_BOO feet from the latter. Helative locations, topography and
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relative'size of the two watersheds point to the probability tha£ the.
protestant's weli is fed chiefly from Escondido Creek drainage rathér.than_from
Jack Creek., From the investigation it appeafs that the presence of aléolume of
water impounded by an earth dam 1400 feet upstream from the well in qnestlcn may
be expected to improve the graund water situation rather than impair it. The
.protestant aclnowledges that uhe project as proposed would probably beneflt him but
fea:s that the proposed reservoir may be sold to a third party, with resultant ex-
_portation of Jack Creek water frém its natural course. Such fear'is not considered
to be a basis for valid objection to the approval of Application.llSTO.as that
' aﬁplication definitely specifies both point of diversion and.place of ﬁsé and no
permit based thereon.could authorize exportation for use'elsewheré. For the
reasons mentioned'and in the absence of evidence ﬁhat'the proposed diversion will
otherwise injﬁre the protestant, the protest sppears insufiiciently supported and
is :onSequéntly dismissed., |

In view of the dismissal of the protest and because it does not appear
that other downstream rights will be adversely affected'by the proposed appro- |
priatidn no bar is seen to the approval of,Aﬁplication 11870 whiﬁh should therefore
be approved and penmit iésued, suﬁject to the usual terms and conditions.

: oo _
ORDER

' Aﬁplication 11870.for.a permit to appropriate water having-been
filed a field 1nvestigat10n having been made, a stipulated hearing hav1ng been.
held in accordance with Article 13, Section 733(b)} of the Administrative Code
and the State Engineer now being fully informed in the premises: |

IT IS HEREBY CRDERED that Application 11870 be approved and that a

. permit be issued.to'the-applicaht, subject to such of the usual terms and
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conditions as may be appropriate. . S
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Public Works of '

the State of California this 17th  day of February, 1949. | | ‘

Edward Hyatt, State Engineer




