STATE OF CALIFCRNIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUELIC WOHKS
BEFORE THE STATE ENGILNEER AND
CHIEF OF THE DIVISICN CF WATER RESOURCES

o0c
In the Matter of Application 12047 of the Sherman P, Stow Company to
Appropriate Water from San Pedro Creek Tributary to the Pacific Ocean in Santa
Barbara County fer Irrigation Purposes.,
_ 000
Decision A, 12047 D, 606
- Decided May 2nd, 1949
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In attendance at investigation conducted by the Division of Water Rescurces
at the site of the proposed appropriation on July 29, 1948.

Franeis Price, Jr., Attorney)

| . | Garrett Van Horne ) Representing the Applicant,
A, M, Bottini )
T. H, Mullin, Attorney _ Representing the Protestants Cavalletto
Louis D, Cavalletto Protestant
Henry Ravenscrofﬁ Prﬁtestant

J. J. Heacock ' Associate Hydraulic Engineer
: Division of Water Resources
Department of Public Works
Representing the State Engineer,
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QPINION

General Description of Project

The project contemplates the diversion of 200 acre-feet from San Pedro
| Creék, tributary to Pacific Ocean in Santa Barbara County. Two points of diversion
are mehtioned, one lying within the SEi SEX of Section 31, T 5N, R 28 W ana the
. - other within the SWhk SWk of Section 5, T 4L N, R 28 W, S.B.IB. & M, 10{)_acre_-feet per

Annum are to be diverted at each of these points, water being collected beﬁween'
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November 1 and April 30 of each season; In one instance diversion is to be by pump-

ing from a concrete sump by means of a plant of 600 gallons per minute capacity; in
thg_other a concrete dam 2 feet high by 20 feet long will divert by gfavity. The
conduit proposed is a 6 inch steel pipe line 6000 feetlloﬁg, of an gstimated capacity
qfrj éubic feet per second. The water applied for is to be used for irrigati¢n on
237.5 acres located within Sectlon 7, T 4 N, R 28 W, S.B.B. & M, Of this tract 154
acres are: to be in general crops and 83,5 acres in orchard. The irrigation season is
said to extend from April 1 to November 30. The preject includeé the existing |
' la Pateré Reserveir, of which the surface ares is 34.9 acres and the'reported_cépacity
LT84 écre;feet. _Thig_reservoir is located immédiately #t the place of use; the
impoundiﬁg dam is an earth structure 30 feet high and 1550.feet long. |

| PROTEST

Henry Ravenscroft asserts riparian cwnership, argues that the proposed

diversion will prevent the.free_and ordinary flow as well as the flood flow of San
Pedro Creek.from reaching his property and will therefore interfere wiﬁh the replen-
* 1shment of the ﬁnderground water supply ubon which he is dependent, for both domestic
and irfigatian.ﬁurposes. He staﬁes that he obtains water from a well which came
into service prior to December 19, 1914, that he irrigates 10 acres, that experience
indicates that ﬂiversions from San Pedro (reek, such as that proposed, serioﬁsly
affect production from wells.on his property, such wells originally having had .
- artesian flow, | |

_ In answer to the Ravenscroft protest the applicant denies that tﬁe
Ravenscroft préperty-is riparian to San Pedro Creek and on the contrary alleges that
it, the applicant, owns the bed and both banks of that stream.at.and along its |
closest point of approach to thé protestant's'lands. The applicani contends that
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the proposed diversion uiillnot adversely affect the protestants well which is
several hundred yards removed frqm San Pedro Creek and cannot be affected by flood
_ waters therein. The applicant contends further that the appropriation described
ianpplication.120A7 is supported-by its own riparian right and by a prescriptive
fighﬁ established by continuous use since 1910, |

Louis D, Cavalletto and Pauline G, Cavaletto assert that they are lower

riparian owners and that the proposed appropriation will in certain years leave no |
water available to them, _They:do-not assert present use of San Pedro Creek water
'but.fhey'anticiﬁaté that they will have to difert and store some of the winter flow_
because-cf'the'steadilf dropping water tatle, They state that the water table_at
.. their.current-weil:site-has dropped from iess than 6 feet thirty years ago to.80
feet at the present time. They argue that the undgrground-supply_ﬁhich feeds their
well is fed in turn by percolation from San Pedro Creek.

| -iﬁ answer to the Cavalletto protest the'applicant denies that the waters
filed upon feed the'protestantsF wells and denies that the use described By the
1 protestants is a fipﬁrian use, Ihe apﬁlicant contends that its proposed appropriation
is aupported.by its own ripérian right and that Sy long continued use it hés acquired
a prescriptive right. |

| o Field Investization |
The applicant and the protestants having stipulated to an inforﬁai hearing

as provided for in Section 733(b) of the.California Administraﬁive Code, a field
investigation was conducted at the site of the proposed appropriation on Ju;y 29,
1948 by an engineer of the Division. The applicant and ﬁhe protestants were present,

or represented, duriﬂg the investigation.

'Recordg Helied Upon
Application 12047 and all data and information on file therewith.
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Di-scuss.ion
According to the report of investi'gation the annual discharge of .San -
Pedro C'reek probably averages 500 acre~feet,; San Pedro Creek in its course from
.. : _s::ur,ée- to mouth traverses guccessively an aréé of consoiidated focks s @ recharge.
| area and an area of confined ground water; the protestants! lands lie within the area-
of éonf:'med ground ﬁater‘-'str.ea.m—flow reaching thé aréa of confined 'water.is ﬁo't in
hydrauhc contmulty with the main ground water body and practma.lly in 1ts ent:.rety
- wastes into the ocean; and in view of these and like considerations the recharge to
| the water table frcm San Pedro Creek is very small. The data ind._ica.t.e also that
irri'gé.tibn on the protéstants' lands is accomplished nn_ﬁt by diversion of surface
.-uaters. but ._by fjumpin;g from wells,
. - - Inasmuch as.Applicat.iqn 12047 seeks appropriation only during the months
of Noi'ember to April inclusive, diversions in a.pcbrdance with the terms' of that
application q_annot interfere wi‘_c.h such small recharge to the water table as ma_.'y'occur
during other'months. As to stream flow occurring from November 1 to Apr:x.l 30, waters
tra.versmg the so-called recharge area contribute to some extent to the ground water
| supply that feeds the protestants' wells but that portion of such waters which enters:
the area of confined water and wastes into the ocean is evidently surplus and there—
fore subject to a.pproprlatlon. |
1t is concluded t.hat. diversion as prOposed under Appllcatlon 12047 may be
| 'pemtted m.thout injury to protestants during such times az surpluses of surface flcw
enter the area of confined water,
| In order to reasonably prot.ect the protestants! rights as overlying owners tq:
.' obta.z.n water from wells, it is con31dered adnsable that diversions under Appl:.cat.lon

1201...7 be linut.ad to t.n.mes at uh:.ch the natural flow of San Pedro Creek reaches the
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1awer'boundafy of the so-called recharge area. A Jandmark situated almost exactly
| upOn:that boundary is thé road known in the locality as "Stow Canon Road®. It is
| appropriate therefore that a permit issued in connection with Application 12047 - }
include a clause worded as follows: | |
"Diversion under this permit may be made -
| onlj at such times as a continuocus flow
in the channel of San Pedro Creek is
reaching through to the Stow Canon Road."
000 -
CRDER
Appliéation 12047 for a permit to appropriate ﬁater having been filed,.a
.fiéld invgstigation-having.been made, é stipulated hearing having been held in
' accordancd_with Article.lj, Section 733(b) 6f the Administrative Code and_the-'
State Engineer.now.being.fully informed in the premisés:
| . IT IS_HEREBY OREERED that Application 12047 be approved and that a permit
:'bé-issusd'to the applicant, subject to such of the usual terms a;d conditions as
_ ﬁaj be appropriate,'and subject to the following special clause, to-wit:
o "Diversions under this permit may be made only
- at such times as a continuous flow in the channel
of San Pedro Creek is reaching through to the
Stow Canon Road."

' WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Derartment of Public Works of the

(oo S

Edward Hyatt, State Engineer

Stagf nf California this 2nd day of May, 1949,




