STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEFARTMENT OF TUHBLIC “fHES
BEFORE THE STATE ENGINEER AND
CHIEF OF THE PIVISION OF GATER HESQURCES

0o

In the Matter of Application 13740 by Alexander B. Buck to Appropriate

dater from an Unnsmed Strean in Plager Coun ¥s Tributary to Markham
Ravine, for Irrigation Purposes. -

oo
Decision A« 13740 D. 714

Decided _August 27, 1951

olo

In Attendance at Investigation Conducted by the Division of liater
Rasources at the Site of the I'roposed Approprigtion on April 17, 1951:

Alexander E. Buck Applicant
P. . Bosanko irotestant’s Representative
Ao Se dheeler Seniopr Hydraulle Engineer,

Division of Water Hesources,

Department of rublic “orks,

Representing the State Englneer.
o000

OrINION

Gensral Desoription of the :roject
The projesct contemplates an appropriation of 0.965 cuble
foot ﬁer second from /pril 1 to October 31 and 1.15 acre-feet per
snpun, the latter to be collected between Cctober 31 and April 1 of
each season, from an unnared streas, tributary to Markham Ravine, in
Placer County, for the purpose of irrigation. Diverslon iz to be

effected by rumping, at a point within the WE$N.7 of Section 12, TIZN

R6E, MDDAU. There is to bs a sump, 8 feet deer and 70 feet by 90 feet




in plan and the project is alsc to inc;udé a 4 inch slip joint pipe
line, 1210 fect 1ong. The place of use is to be a 77.27 acre pasture
located within the MW of the same Jection 12. Irrigation is to
extend from about April 1 to about Cctober 31. ‘ecording to the
application the land to be irrigated has no other water right or scurce
of water supply.
Protest
The Nevads Irrigation District protests the appiication,
asserting that it diverts any water that might be in the stream filed
upon below the applicant's puint of diversion. It statea that any water
reac ing thet point is irrigation return water and seepage from its own
canals. It claims a right under the Jater Code, especially under Section
22430 thereof, to any natural flow that might there ceccur as well za to
return flow, It states that for the past several years it has been
diverting and selling the water which the applicant seeks to approjriate,
continuwousiy. It describes its divarsioﬁ point as buing located withidn
the Ni &d' of section 17, Ti2N L5L, E:‘BI}&}.’.- .The protestant does not object
to the storage feature «f the }w§jeat.
| No answer to the protest is on filsa. |
Fleld Investigation
The applicsnt and the protestant hoving stipulsted ﬁo &n
informal hearing as provided for in Section 733(b) of the California
Administrative Code, Title 23, i/aters, a field investigation was
conducted at the site of the proposed appropriation on April 17, 1951 by
an engineer of the Division. The spplicant was present and the protestant

was represented during thet investigation.




Records Relied Upon

Appiication 13740 and all data and information on file

therewlth.
Discussion

"he source filed upcn is described in the report of
investigation as an unnamed stream heading in the unidulating plaine
along the base of the Sierra Hevada and flowing southwesterly via
Harkham Ravine and Cross Canal tu Sacramento.iiver. The report states
that the watershed tributary to the applicant's project iz sparsely
wooded, is avout 1.5 square ndles in extent, and, except during storm
periods, carries but little natural flow. However, the report states,

2 small seeps and the overflow from a well combine to supply around

. G.05 cubic foot per second, the well being located on lands adjacaent to
and upstream from the app.icant. According to the raport the flow at
the applicant's intake at the time of the investigation was abceut 0.05
cubic foot per second, it was all entering the applicant's reservolir and
it was pradually inereasing, the owner of the adjaceni upstream land
having commenced pumping from the well, 2 hours earlier.

(n or about May 1, the report states, the protestant District
commences deliveries and waste waters therefrom combined with the water from
the 2 ssops and from the well amount to about (.50 cubic feet per second
at the applicunt's intake. The report states further that the stream
channel on leaving the applicant's landa enters & rether extessive area in
which & gold dredger once operated and that it is the applicant's
contenticn that the summer flows are dissipatec un reaching this dredged

. area and that thay never preach Varkham Ravine and therefore never become

available to the protestant. The protestent's representative however is said

‘, | | el



to have dissgresd on this polnt, contemcding that i the applicast uses
tie water he should pay for it sven Lf it ocannot otherwise roash
arkhem Ravins, the wator being already Distriot water and not
subiect Lo appropriation. The repurt states that the dredaged area ie
marked by rather Leavy growths of tule and willow and that the
applioant's gontention that the flow of the unnmeed stress is Lhers
disslipated ia probably correct,.

The paport of lnvestigation finally states that the applicant
has & roservolir, 1.15 acre-feet in present and 2.3 acre-feot in ultinoate
capscity, used for both storags and regulationy that the applivant's
irvigation systes which lnoludes also & panp, pipe line and sprinkler
systum nas been in use for severan) yearsi that ths protestant ham no
ot jeotion Lo the storage feature of the applicationy and that thw applicent
hag been trylng for meveral years to have the prutestant deliver water to
him but without succepe, the protestant olsiming that the cost of suwh
Gelivery would excesd L0 revenue to be derived,

Since the report of investigation indicates that the flow of
the unnamed atrean is boing allowed to wasie in the dredged ares bolow
the applicant such flow evidently fmile wiiiin the oategory of unappropriated
water. It le not appsrent Lhat the diversion of that flow in the manner
proposed in the appllcation ean injure any downstrees users The proposed
use being & benellicial uae, 1t 1e the opinion uf this office tuat Lhe
application should be approved snd persit imsuwed, subjeet to the usual

berms and conditions.




applicstion 174G having been {iled with the Civiaion of
Gaber Jesoubcas ¢ above stited, » crotest beving been flled, o
stipuiates baaring saving beah heid asd the Stete inglnesr now helng

fully inferced in ke prosdgsst

Y O ERD bhet Appllestion LITLU be approved
ant ot & peroit be lssued Lo the spplicsni, subject to sueh «f the

usust beroe acd conditicns ae asy be sopropriate.

2on omy hend and the seal of the Segaptasnt of ublie

iopke &8 the Stute of Zaliferais this 27th day of August, 1951,

Originsl signed by

fis Ve Ltwonston
Atate Daginesy




