STATE N7 CALIZORNIA
IEPART AT OF PIRLIS UCRES

— A
RETOES THE STATI IUGITEER IND \
CEIZF OF THE DITISICY OF UATHR RESOURCES

o0o
In the datter of spnlication 12526 by San Iuis Chispo County
Waterworiks District Fo. 5 to Apnropriate Water from salinas
River in Sen Luis Ohisps County for luniclipal and Domestic
Purpases and Fire Protectiom.

000

Decision A. 12526 D, 739

Decided  April 1h, 1952

000

In Attendence 2t Investiesntion Conducted by the Division of
Waler Resoarces at oc mieton on Juse 18, 19511

M. F. Gates jemher of Applicant's Roard of Directors

H. T. Johuson Deputy County Rozd Comzissioner |
John Ruskovich County Supervisor i
Duane R, f2ll Protestant _ i
Charles V. Hunter Pratestant | ‘
A. 3. Yheeler Senior Fydrsulic Znegineer

Division of “=ter Resources
Depertment of Public Works
Representing the State Engineer
oCo
OPIIOY

General Descrintion of the Project

The applicent seeks to approvriate fron Salinas River 1% cubic
feet per second, year-round, for diversion for direct anplication without

storage, and 200 acre-feet ner anmin to be collected in teaporary'storage

between Nctober 1 and April 1 of each season and later applied to

veneficial use. The water is wanted for municipal and douestie purpises




. at .the town of Temleton, stated povulation 70G. According o the
application the storage dan (Salinas Dazn) is a concrete structure
101 feet high and 100 feet longs, the daxz creating a reservsir 1000
acres in surface area and 45070 acre-feet in capacity. The project

-

includes an existing 24 inch concrete nipeline 34200 feet long and a
contewlated 73020 foot extension, the latier o be 2 12 inch diameter
pipeline of 14 zage riveted steel, Salinas Dan, described as being
1ncated within the YW=NW: of Section 8, T30S R1LE, is designated as
the proposed point of diversion.

Protests
Duane R, Hall praotests the anplicatinn, asserting that to
the best of Pis informatinn and belief the vronssed aporopriaztisn will

. _ g0 lower the water level in the river bedé that it will be 1npracticable
for him to continue to irrig=te without deeneninz his weli and instelling

 heavier pumning equipment. He states:
"Mhe water level is at vpresent so low that it has
been necessary to shut down ny pwmp nart of the
time for the last £C devys, die to the Pozo dan
holding bacr the netural flow — - =V
Protestant Hall claizms e water right under Per=zit 2267 Application L421,
License 847), He states that he uses 0,55 cubic foot per second, for
agricultural purnoses, from ebout varch 1 to about Hovember 1 of each
" geasnn and also uses water for domestic nurposess, year-round, He stateé
that his diversiﬁn heeds within the SE25%% of Sectinn &, T278 R12E, MIBLIL
He states that his protest =mey be disressrded and dismissed if the

applicent will deliver 0.%5 cwbic foot rer second without addiii-nal

: . cost to him (the protestant), at his point of distribution.




Chzrles ¥, Punter vrotests that the proposed appropriation

" will so reduce his irrigation supply that his irrigrted crops will
die., 3e claims a riparian right,ar encient appropriative rizht
and a recent apvropriative right, the latter under Applicatlion 12285
(Permit 7287). He states that his protest may be disregarded ard
dismissed 1f the applicant will deliver 2000 gallons ver minute to a
- desiznated point on his (Protestant Hanter!s) ranch, without added cést.
He states that Wis ranch is 2000 zcres in extent and borders on Salinas
River; aiso that he currently pumps 500 gellons per minute from g well
on the river hHotton 2beut 3 miles nortﬁ of the applicant‘s proposed place
of use. MHe states that at one time he used 2000 gallons per ripute and
that re may wish to de so again.
ANSWers

The applicent answers Protestant Eall by denying that the
Salinas Dem holds bdack eny natural flow of the river anc asserting that
inflow into Salinss Reservelr is measured perioéically and that releases
equal inflow. It argues thet effects attridbuted to the dam are meinly
due to the deficient rainfell of recent years, It asserts thot it would
be irpractical and financially impossible to meet the concition suggested
by Protestant Hall, viz. the delivery of a specified anount of water to
‘hin, without cost. It asserts that.Prqtestant Fall's supply cones not

only from S=linas River but also from tributaries entering that streem

below the sonlicent's propssed intake,




The applicant znswers Protestont Hunter in effect trat most
of the protestant's supnly comes from tribataries entering Salinss
Bilver below Salinas Dem end that it would be impractical and fiﬁancially
impossible to meet the conditions uncer which the nrotestant agrees to
the withdrawzl of his protest, becazuse in so doing a pipe line of 3 tires
the capacity otherwise necessary would heve to be praovided, ' |

Tield Investiention

The applicant and the protestants having stipulated to
an informal hearing as provided for in Section 733(b) of the California
CAdministrative Code, a field investigation was scheduled and a conference
was held at the anplicant's office at Tewpleton on June 19, 1951. The .
~applicant and the protestants vwere zresent or represented at the conference.
The results of the conference, at which an engineer of the Division was also
present, mede 2 field investigation UNNEeCessary.

Records Relied Toon

Application 12526 and all data and information on file therewitkh.
Discussion

.The flow of Salinas River is regulated by a dam generally
referred to as Sallnas Daz and loceted within Section 8, T3)S RiL %,
MIB&H, The usable canpéity of the resultant reservoir {Salinas Réservsir},
according to USGS Water Supoly Peper 1121, is 26000 acre-feet. According
to the szme authority the tridutary watershed above Selinas Dam is 111
scguare miles in extent. The.outlet al the dam is reported to haye tLeen
closed on Lecemberlé, 1941, since which daté, according to the Yater

Supply Papers snd unpublished USGS records, maxismm ancunts stored,

by water years (October to September}, have been as follows:




. Vater-year Maximun Conterts
: Puring Year
{acre-feet)

192142 1759¢

Y B 20480
b3l 17170
Blpbs 28120
L bg 19200
LE=Ly 13500
hp-bg 8220
LE-bhg 8460
1940580 12000

In addition to the record of quentities stored at Salinas
Reservoir, the USGS Yater Supply Poners contain records of the flow -

of Salinas River at the following locations:

St=%fion Location with Feference to  Ares of Tributary
Desizmation ' Salinss Lao _ “atersred(sc, 71,7
Selinas River nesar 7 miles zbove Tan 72.5
' Pozo

Salinas River ab-ve

o Pilitas Creek 2 miles below Danm 125.0
Sglinzs REiver near
Senta argarita @ miles below Dax 148.0
Salinezs River at _
Paso Robles 31 miles below Ien 80,0

‘Monthly mean flows of Selinss River near Pozo and Salinss River
at Paso Robles are of especial interest in connection with Application 12526.

According to the USGS records such flows, since the water-year 1941-12,

have been as set forth in the 2 following tabulations,




8n1inns River near Pozo

194142 1942-13 194304 10hL-4s 194546 _Hmpancﬂ 104748 1048-40 - 19k9-50.

October 1.47 1.72 1.0 .£9 0.72 .53 0.19 . 0.40
Waverber 2,3l 2.29 2.5 1.78 22,6 97 0.55  1.0L
Deceher 2,73 .56 2.56 4,81 10,9 = 1.17 1.83 1,50
Jrmnry 266, 2.79 2.59 3.08 5.14 1.10 1.13 3,27
Febriary w76 600 87.9 3. 3,74 1439 1.21 46 4

¥arch | 227. 53.7 gl.h _mo.m 3,13 . 1.78 38.6 5,74
April 21.8 6.0k 10.7 18.C 239 3.53 3.06 148

May 5.33 I, 3 3.55 2.69 1.52 1.45 1.79 2.54
June 3.01 2.76 2,21 .68 .96 .90 1.04 1.3
Jnly 1.92 2.2h 1.80 .99 .80 L3 33 Wl 0.66
Awast 1.2 1.54 1.08 .56 5 15 36 0.45
Septemer L 1.3 1.01 .73 2 .37 .10 .20 0.37
Mean {c.f.8.) 59,0 12,3 134 B 25 I 5 111 4,30 6,24
Total (Ac. Ft.) _ 35420, 8900, 9720, 5350, 3130, 808, 3110, hs20,




October
Foverber
Deceber
Jemaary

February

June
July
tnoust

Septenher

Yean (c.t.s.)

194142
1,56
5.7k

288,
e,

215,

Total (Ac. Ft.)}85610,

194243
117,
2.9
13.1
847,
739.
1564,
181,
h6.8
9.33
37

0.
297
215000,

Salinss River at Paso Robles

1943k
o,
0.
6.17
12,2
361,
k52,
26,1
21.0
5.19
0.
o.
0.
7h.6
54170,

194745
0.
0.
9.32

12.2
347,
332.
100,

12.9

1.4k
0.
0.

6.4
66.6
48220, -

19L5-4i6
16,7
14,8
. 103
39.1
42,8
170,
111,
749
.13
0.
0.
Ou
38,2
27630,

194647

0,

49.8
38.3
79.3
32.3
21.0
12.5

27

0.

0.

0.

.o.
1541

10970,

1947-48
0,
O
0.
0.
0.

11.9
108,
6.%
.35
0.
0.
0.
10.4
7570.

194019

0.
0.
C.

0.

Nﬂ_m-

29,1
1.15

0.
0.
0.
0.
21,

15220,

1949-50
0.
o,
0.
Hw.w
287.
81.5
76.5
bob1
.17
0.
0.
0.
36.8
26600,




Rainfall at Paso Robles, accordinz to U. 5. Veatler Bureau
rec~rds, has averased 14,09 inches over = 63 yeer period., During
the sessnns corresvonding t- the water yrers considered in the sbove

flow tabulaiisns rainfall is rennried to heve teen as follows:

Season Inches Percentace of 63 Yesr Yean

1941-42 ' 15.30 ' 95.2
4243 17.21 ' 106.8
43-dly 12,30 ' 76.L
bhyli5 12,00 74.6
b5 11.20 69.7
b6ty | 10.27 63.8
Lp-L8 10,47 65.1
48-Lg 9.65 59.8
1945-50 11.29 70.2

In approaching a decision as to action to be taken upon
Application 12526 the relative locations of the parties' points of
diversion and the records of flow of Salines River at Fnso and at Paso
Robles warrant especial consiaeratiot. The river distance from Salinas
Dan to the gmging station at Paso Robles, a&s éerlier stated, scales
Toughly 31 miles., Protestant Hall scales soout 2 miles upstrean from
the geging station at Paso.Robles and Protestant Hunter about 1 pile
upstreanm from Protestant Hall, Terpleton {(the apolicant'!s proposed
place of use) scales ahnut 4 miles upstreaan from Protestant Hunter.

Protestants Funter and #2111 contend that the proposed sopropriation
will lower the water table in the reach froz which they pump., Obviously
after the surface flov of 2n intermitfent streszn censes, as the flow of
Salinas Mver {(at Paso Robles) ususlly does in early sumiuer, pumping from
the gravels tends to lower ground water levels. However it is an accepted
principle that such lovering of ground water levels is not a bar to the
aporoval of an appiication to aporopriate when it anpesrs that the resultant
lowering will be slizht and will not zaterially interfere with the exercise

of prior rights.

-8~




The amount which the applicant'seeks to appropriate (1.5 éubic
feet per second, year-round, plus 200 acre-feel per annum, equivalent
altogether to aboul 1280 acre-feet per anrium is small in cowoarison with
" the surface flow which npasses the protestants and is ncasured at pPaso
Robles. According to the record of flows at Paso Eobles (tadbulated in an
earlier peragrenh) ennuel flows passing that geging station heve recently
renged from 7560 to 215006 acre-feet. According to the mab no tributary
gf'cbnseqdence enters Selinas Piver between either of the protestants’
~ lends and Peso Robles. Tt is noteworthy that the seasons of the pericd
cofered, excent the seasnn of 1542-173, were seasons of subporzel reinfell.

From the facts just set forth it is at once apparent that the
applicant!s nronosed diversion of 200 acre-feet to be collected between
October 1 and April 1 of each season may be mede without substantial
injury to the protestants, The sawe fa2cts, considered in connecti-n with
' the record of discharges at Paso Robles and the relative locations of the
parties points of diversinn, actael or propnsed, indicate that when the
surface flow at Paso Robles is substantial, a conditisn that apparently
‘obtains half or more of the time, the direct diversion of 1.5 cubic feet
per secord, as'aiso proposed by the applicant, may be made without
‘materizl injury to the nrotestants. ¥hen surface flow feils at Paso Robles
sub-surface flow mey or noy not fail also — this is a polnt that the data
ds not cover. Should sub-surface flow fail, Protestants Hzll and Hunter

woild be denmendent upon underground storage, the extent of which also is

anknown., The only times, conceivably, that the protestaﬁts could be




injured by é diversion of up to 1.5 cubic foot per second by the applicant
wonld be when the effect of that diversion is felt at the protestants!
intakes, sr either of then, Since the river distance from Sslinas Deam

to the protestontsf intrkes is some 28 miles, en unknown but prodvably
appreciablé nart of that distance is often dry in suaser and fall, and

the rate of travel of wvater underground is slow, it would probzbly be a
metter of aonths, after the intermittent flow of the strea=m ceases, before
the diversion oropnsed by the spplicant would be felt by either protestant.
Should the aéplication be approved and diversion thereuncer occasion
substantial lowering.cf=ground wvater levels at eitrer protestant's intake
it would be incuﬁbent upon the applicant to tewmporarily cease diverting.
The protestants'! rights in such event would de sufficiently protected by
the wording contained in every permit, limiting diversions thereunder to
diversions not in conflict with prior rights. The protestants!
apprehension that injury will result froz the proposed aopropriation

- therefore aopears unvarrsnted and the protests insufficient.

The "Salinas Reservoir Systez in San Iuis Obiépo County,
California® is the title ofra report prepared by the Division of Waler
Resources and released in March, 1S47. The report is based_upon a study
of relevant data in the files of the Los Angeles District office and the
San Francisco Diviéion officé of the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Arzy, upon
a review of relevant water right information in the files of the Division
of Water Résoarces and upon a field inspection mnde in January, 1947,
According to statements contained in that report the Salinas Reservoir

system, constracted in 1941 by the “ar Department as a war measure to

supply Camp San Luls Obispo with water, includes Salines Des and Reservoir,




. a water trensmission systen including 15 miles of pipe line (capacity
12.4 cubic feet per second) 2 muming plants, 2 regulating reservolrs
with appurtenances, 2 5327 fool tunnel and, at Cazp San Luls Obispo,
a filtration plant; the canaciiy of the.reservoir is 26009 scre-ieel;
and the estizated safe yield froz the reservoir is 4000 acre-feet per
annum, after due allowance for prior downstrezn rights, The report
among other conclusions and recommendations sets forth the following:

"Approximate storage capacities of 3400 and A500
acre—feect 2re resnectively reguired in the Solinas
Reservoir to insure annual yields of 1400 and 2400
acre-feet of water to sply present and estlimted
wltimate demends of »rior rights of the ity of
San Luls Obispo.

. ¥Prinr rizhts tozetrer with apnropristisns sought
under pending ennlications filed for richis in and to
waters siored in the Selinss Reservolr are in excess of
gafe znhmual water yield = - -,

"Control and operation of the Salinss Reservoir svsienm
by 2 responsible mablic zzency close and resnonsive

to present and prosvective water users wonld result

in the maxizum benefit from the systerm.®

*» " #* *

MApnlications should be filed under the nrovisions of

the State Yater. Code by the towns of Atascadero and

San Miguel, and by the San Luls Obispo County Vater
District ¥o. 5 for the town of Texpleton for supplemental
water from the S2linas Reservolr to xmeet the respective
water recuirenments of the municipalities or the
inhabitants therenf for dnmestic nurnosses,

"The Sslinas Reservair shouwld be operated in such a

manner that minicipalities heving persits issued by

the State for use of water stored therein for the

minicipelities or the inkebitants thereof for donestiic |
purposes shall rsceive the vnreterence for such purposes

2s set forth in Sectisn 1460 of the Wzter Code,¥

The record of monthly mean flows of Balinas River near Pozo,

. - .- tabulated on 2n earlier page, indicates that in only 1 of the 2 couplete




| watér—years of record was the total inflow into Selinas Reservolr
sufficlent to £ill that reservoir. In that 1 water-year however, which
was the only water—year within the period considered when rainfall {at
Paso Rohles) wes ahove normal, excess of inflow over censcity was 1érge.
The same record indicates that momnthly mean flows entering the reservolr
during summer and fall months, including the summer and f2ll months

.of the single year of zhove-normel rainfall, were too meager to

warrant the assamption that unaporopriated water exists during those
months: but that the monthly mean flows during the winter and spring
manths were often sudbstantizl., The data point to the probable accurrence
of unsporopriated water in =mounts sufficient to satisfy in most years
that portion of the application relating to the diversion to storage of
200 acre-feet amually, collected between October 1 and April 1; and,
during rainy seasons of wet years, sufficient to satisfy, at least iﬁ
part, the direct diversion feature of the applicatinn.

r A Vaeala

= 3
WUmiAary and COnCiu5ish

The circumstances above outlined indicate that unappropriated
water probably exists in the source froa which aporopriation is sought
ander Application 12526, af Salinas Dam, from about October 1 to about
April 1, in amonnts sufficient to supvnort, in most séasons, g¢iversions
of 200 acre-feet per annum and to suvport, in seasons of 2dbove normai
rainfall, a direct diversion of 1.5 cubic feet per second. The.
circunstances indicate thet such unesppropriated water may be taken and
used beneficially in the menner provosed by the spmplicant, without
injary to other users on Selinas River, It is the opinlon of this office
therefore that Application 12526 should be a@proved, subject to the
usual terms and conditions, with diversions thereunder limited to periods

‘extending from ahout October 1 to about ipril 1.

-] P




Application 12526 for o permit to appropriste water having
been filed with the Division of Uater Eeseurceé as anove stated, proiesis
having been filed, é. stinulated heesring having Heen teld a2nd the State
Engineer now being fully inforaed in the preamises:

1T IS HYFI3Y ORDEXED that ipplication 125256 insofar as it relates
to diversiﬁu fron apout October 1 to about 4pril 1 de apnroved and that a.
permit be issuéd sunject to such of the usual terus and conditions 25 may
he apnropriate.

iT IS PIRTLER NRDIRED thai authorization to divert under
Application 12526 from about April 1 to shout October 1 be denled.

WITWESS my hand and the se=l of the Departuent of Public_wsrks

of the State of California this 1hth day of April 1952,

A
A; \‘(} 1 L‘f:’,.';”_,g_{ lr—’ ;f

A. D. Fdmonsion t
State Engineer




