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OPIFICH

" General Descrintion of the Project

The aprlicant seeks to aporopriete from Litilejohr Oreek, at

1

a point witkin the S¥zIT& of Section 5, TIN 312%, (TREM, a istal of 79C

acre-feet ner snnum, to be collacted netween Yoveiber 1 and Farch 1 of

each sesson and utilized for irrization, douestic and stochwatering purpnses.
“Tﬁc wvater is to %e impounded by 2n earth and rock-fill ds=, 25 feet righ dy
350 feet long, the resultent reservolr heving = surfece area of &6 acres

end a canacliy of 730 acre-feet 2nd flosding leads in Sectioms 2 and 6

of TLY R12Z =2ad Sectinns 21 and 32 of Ty Rl2B, !DR&S, From the dza to the
place of use Littlej~hn Creek is to be utilized as =a conduit, At the ploce
of use, a 120 acre pzsture located within the U5 of Sectinn 14, T1X R12%,
HMIB&M, the water filed uwpeon is to be rediverted at various polnts bty means
0f a porishle, iractor-nzounted pump. Irrigation is to extend from about

Nay 1 until about Ieoverder 1, Accordlag to the abplication the land %o be
irrigeted has no oiher weler right or source of water supnly.
Protest
The J..F..Goodwin Sompany nrotests the apolication, contending

.that the diversion therein nranosed would wrevent or serinusly hinder the.
exercise of its ristts under Aprlications 1N8AL end 117364 to divert at

points within,respectively, Section 35, TLH R7E and Sections 29 and 32, TIN
RBE, MDBEM, for the purpose of irrigating 2 total of =2bout 480 =cres. The
protestant states thot its aprlicati~ns 2re in the awont of 3 cudic fest per
| second each, that at times, marticularlr at the h?l”kt of the 1rr1~at10 sessan,
suﬁply has been less then 3 cubic feet per secand and that, because of this

ineufficiency of sapnly, it hes not been justified in procéeding under

Apvlication 11364 but has instesd asked for authorization to change the point




of diversion and the place of use desigmated in that anolicetion to anothey

4]

locatinn, The protestant argies that there zre ton meay applications on
Littlej~n Creex for the amount of water that it will furnish and that the
approval of further aonlications cn that stres: will only encoursge felse
hopes and lend to confusion ond litization.
Answver

In answer to the protest the applicant states in effect that it is
not the applican;'s infeation to interfere with diversions under prior rizhts,
that all naturel flow irn the creeks subsecuent to the z2greed upon terminal date
(Harch 1) will be restored to the stream channel below the avnlicent's dam
and that the storaze of fload waters, which now are wasited into the occén;
and their subsegquent use by applicatiocn {o the lend, will not only_increésc
the value of the land directly benefifed but, as & result of the seepsge of
the spplied irrigation water into the ground, will also add to the ground
wéter suprly, thereby berefiting parties ¢~wnstresa.

Confer=nce

.Thc applicant end the vrot-stani heving stipulated to an informel
hearing as nrovided for in Section 733(b) of the Zelifornis Administretive
Codﬁ, Title 23, 'aters, a conference was conducted at Comrnerovolis on
July 20, 1951 by an engineer of the Divisinn, The applicant and the prstestant
were both revresented at thot conference,

Pecords Relied Tnnn

Applications 11342 and 13897 sad »11 data and inforaation on file

therewit!l,




Discussion
At the conference of July 20, 1951, the =ain concern exoressed
by lir. Raad ( ths orotsstsatls re nrescntaﬁive) wvag tral storage in the
mountains would deprive velley users of cheir ﬁugeror und suppiy, meiding
their wells useless, Mr., Rash urged that in eny verit issued in aporoval
of the a@ﬁllcqtlon a specliel clause be inserted regiiringz provision of
‘focilities epsurinz the passage downstreez of the entire flow ocearring

between March 1 and Fovesher 1. He intizated that rizht of access over the

I3

applicant!s proverty for the purpose of verif-ins the relesse of suwh “low
nay be covered Ly orivete 9greeﬂe ‘. Davis (revresenting Calavoras
County “ater District) stated that Caloverss County “ater District is disposed
to relesse to Applicant Flower s portion of the storage nroposed under its
Appllcatlon 12,30 proviced that the District reilaln the right to later incresss
~the reizht of its daa,

The watershed tributary to the aﬁnllca 1t's nroposed daa shoezrs to be

1 1 ”~

Touxhly 11.2 square wiles in exient.. The Litilej~hn Creex watersred shove a
-point dirsctly rorthwest of Xnights Ferry is reported in Bulleiin 5 (Flow
in California Stiresn,s) to couprise L0.5 sg.are miles. Another agency
(Sacrazento District, USED) reports it to be 2Z2 sguare ailes in extent above

the point al which the stireas eusrzes from foothills ts valley, Toughly 1 xzile

east of Faruington. The distsoce scaled =2lons the creek from the apnlicantts

proposed dau is about 128 niles to Knighte Ferry, eboat -1 wiles t5 Farminzton.
The prntest?nt's unints of diversion under Ap-licetisns 11764 and 10°94% are

resvectively 2 sad 11 ailes “elow Fardington. Froo Farnington to the junction

of Littlejora Creelr (called French Conn Slough in i1ts loweruosi reach) with




. Szn Joaguin Fiver 1s about 22 miles.
Among refsrences tearing upon the stream in gquesiion is 2 report

Y

by the Secremento District, 7.3, EZnzineer Dejartaent, entitled MOflice Renort
on. Review af Plans for Control of Flaods in the Littlejnshn Creek Group Areat
dated Vove-her 26, 10L4, According to that revort dassging floods so ﬂetifes seour

as a result of heavy rainfall within the thtlewvhn Creek watersted, As to

irrigation practice ond needs the renort stafes:
WUader nresent condis € s no relisble
strean flow Quring wal 250 AL
cnasecueatly the ol e irrigetion
uhply is gromd wat swevsT 1 receal Jeers.
tre level of the gzro ter (belsw the ti it
gurface s7ils) has lDV?TEu to sn o8 k

arecluc 28 *artuﬂr levse scoie iryis

As t9 flood danmage the renort states:

. Minder present -"mdif"ﬁns larze rurel areasars
' periodically inundated by flood {lows froa

Littlejobn Creex and iriduateries resulting from
heavy rainfelil, 3Soue Jdnnaze also occurs froa
poor surfeace aralwage vecause of the tish
surface soils, Peal” flcows for exceed the existing
channel canacities and moderate Iflows foll-wing
the peak discharges ulilize sveilzvle channel
canacities 2nd orevent drairnsge of the lands
previously flooded.

As to flood control storsge regquirezents the repnort siates:

"Hydrolazic studies — - = indiceted that
epn;ov' nafely WTPTG sere-feet of flood control
staraze would necessary in order to control
the prs;eut ”loo~ 10 non=dama-ing proportin

The army enzineers(Secranesto District, Us: D) have alss ze neasired

and recorced the flavw of Littlejiohn Creev a2t a locallnsn spproxizately 1.5 miles

5

gast of Faraington, Their record which dates from June, 1840 3

Tia

Wicotes

. zonthly nean discharces in cubic feet ner second o heve Deen as follows:




1548 1o4s 1000 1531 1082

Jarnunry Lrg ne 0
Fehrery 1 210 1z
iarch 1a8 Ly 166
tpril - 5 12 17
Ly g 5 G
June G o b 3
July 10 7 L 3
Aunsust 10 g 4 3
oy
Septeiber 11 5 3 3
Qetaver é 1 4,1 3
YIave her 1.2 L 249 2
Decenber %o record 1 593 cog

ipplicstions 102ZL and 1134%, Dotk beld by the protestsnt, each

year rouid. e noints of diversion desigunted in these anvlications are

dnaceted within Section 35, T1¥ R7T end Sectinn 32, T17 RBIE, [IB&M, Both
epnlicaticns were snpraoved by the Tivision and Apnlication 10? &4 ves licersed,
The protestsnt vas rensried that cosstructloa in connsction with hunllcgthh
113844 has not vet been untertslen becouse of insufficlency of water sunnly

and it is currenily seékihg n euttorizatisn to chb qyﬂe its point of diversisn
under that apvlicetion To 2 locrtion some & nlies upstreenm frog the point firet

designated, seseriing that there zre Yoo many neathorized diversions belween

Recent investizations szde in connectlsa with Applications 1GREL,
1134L and other apslicatinns to divert fron Little' in Creek below Farmington
indicate that there is 1ittle 1f 2ny upapcropristed water in that repch of th
sirea1 except darine Jeouery, February, arch, April and Decesber, Those
investigatinas also discissed that sote of the diverters Ifrom Littlejorn Sreek
purn elss fron wells and that other irri.otcors uewe weon uel ntirely.

- The protestant's objection, as exoressed in its protest, to the

effect that diversisus under Applicatinon 13777 woulG wrszveat or hinder the




exercise of rights under fpplications 10746 and 11744 firds suzport only in

the fact that often during Joveder end oceasionally in Decesber, January,
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and Fevruery, the £ L ocanic feet ner sacond,

o~

wrich iz the smaount necessary to satisfy lhe nrotsstz-tts two nrior apnlicaticis.

Thav oajeciion is 1rs¢f‘1c1eqt tecause on days whe

=

diversion by the =pntlicent
(1f gra-ted a perzit) would prevent sutharized diversion by the oprotestant,
the foraer would be oblized to refrain fran diverting by the vording of the
perait which in effect wauld 1imit diversions thereunder to diversinns not in
conflict with nrior righis. vaibusly'this applicont can te authorized to
immound omly st ti-es when unapnropristed water exists, and at other tiues
mast 2llow the flow t2 pass. In this connection the nuzters of days in the
months of the nroposed collection neriod vhen flow at the UB:D goge averasged
& cubic f=et ver second or anrs, in recsnt seasong, are reporied U0 hove Deen

as foallowe:

- NOVe mEr Decesher Janusrv_ Febr.ary
1C48 itz O o z 13
1949-50 3 0 "0 28
195051 25 2l 31 17
1951-52 0 31 21 Yo record

The protestantls objection, expressed at the confersnce of Jaly 20,
.1951 to the fect.that storeze in the mountains would deprive valley users
of their undersrrund surply, ~—=king their wells useless, is =2lso qeemec
insufficient, %hile it is provebly true thet a substantial part of the water
that finds its way into wells on the valley floor drains from the Sierra
Tevada foothills, the vaters-ed above the apnlicant!s pronosed dem is a very

r

small part, relstivel:, of the area trizatary tc the protestant's or other

nears; wclls. Acein, diring the wirter months, the flow of Littlejohn Creek
=S = J



nay be presired to often be too velurinous aad too rapid for mach of it to
percolate undergroand, These CiT reasstances wilitate agalnst the pronasility
that the diversion oronosed by the applicent will aaterially effect oumpirg
fron wells in the vicinlty of the protesiauil.

The anxiety ex:ressed at the conference of July 20, 1%E1, on

2

behalf of the protestant, for the incluslon 1o zny peruit lssued of a sreclal
proviéicn to ensure the passage down strean of the entire flow of Littlejorn
Creel and Clover Creek {(its tributary) excent during the_period when collection
of such flow is suthorized, spoears reassnable and proper. A special cléuse
to that end should be duly exnlored.
Conclusion .

Uneppronriated water exists at tilues in the source froz which
appropriation is sousht under Apolication 13567, Suﬂh wvater zay he tzken
and used bcnéficially in thke =snner pronosed ;n that ennlication without

injury ¢o dowastres:n users, The existence of unapnropristed hpte however. 15

C-:‘

L

adatthsdmng

3}.;

sonetles disconiinuous, even during feil aad winier @ogi
those months thé ertire flow of the source is regiired to supply the holders
of existing rights down streas. It is the opinion of this office that the
-application should be approved and merait issued subject to the ususl teras
.and conditions but subject also to = further swmeriel term and comiition fixihg
upon the anplice=nt the responsi»ility of vassing dowrstream all water which
enters the proposed reservolr fron lmrch 1 to Fovesder 1-and of passing cown

strean alsa such water entering that reservoir froa Yoveaber 1 to March 1

as may be required at points downstirean for the satiafaction of prior righis,

o0o




CRLE

Apnlication 1) ? having heen Ciled with the Division of “ater
Resources as above stated, a protest h ng been filed, a stipulated hearing
heving been held and the State Engineer uow being fully inforzed in the

orenises:

17T 1S FER®3Y ORIERED that aApnlicatinn 12927 he apnroved and that
‘2 nernit be issued to the applicani, subject to suc™ of the usual terms ond

conditinns as may be eppropriste and subject nlss to the following special
term and condition to wit:

Perpittee shall 1“Q»°ll, amintain and onerate
fecilities to ensire thet 211 flow eniering
her reservoir ,etwnen arch 1 and Hnvewer 1
ant such “loy eutvr*zg “er reserviir bvelween
Novesber 1 aad :2rch 1 as ~ay be recuired for
the SPtis*"cti"n of wrior rizhts will Dass
dovrsirean warindered by any of her woris.

-,

YITFESS my hand and the seal of the Departzent of Public "orks

of the State of Californie this 6th day of May 1952.




