STATE OF CALIFORVIA
DEPARTYMERT OF PUSLIC WORKS
BEFORE THE STATE TNGTIVESR AND
CHIEY OF THE DIVISIMY OF WATER RESOURCES
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~ In the Matter of Application 14236 by the United States — Angeles Fational

Forest to Appropriate Water from an Unnemed Spring Tridutary “to San Francisquito

Canyon in Los Angel:s County for Domestic, Recreation and Irrigation Purposes.
000

Decision A. 14236 D, 49

Decided __ July 21, 1952
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Appéaranceé_at Hearing Held at Los Angeles on February 27, 1952:

For the Apnlicant

United States - Angeles lationel Forest John S. Griffin, gttorney, United
Staies Departmeul of fgriculture

For the Protestant

- Rancho Green Velley Water Company Bugene L. Wolver, Attorney

EXAMIYER -~ GORDON ZATDER, Assistant State Engineer, for A. D, EDMOISTON,
State Engineer

Also present - Max 3nokman, Frincipal Hwiraulic Engineer, and J. J. Heacock,
Senior Oydrailic Engineer, Division of Vater Resources, Devartment of Puhlic
Works.
000
OPIRICN

feneral Descrivtion of the Prriject

The apnlicant seeks to appropfiate 0,015 cubic foot per second,

year-round, from an unnamed snring tributary via Dowd Canyon to 5an Franclsquito

Canyon, .in Los Angelas County, for domestic, irrigation and recreational purposes.




Diversion is proposed at a point within the SwaSWi of Section 17, TN, RIAW,

" SBR&l, Diversion is to be by gravity, by umeans of a concrete dam, 3 feet
high by 8 feet long., The conduit is to be & 2 inch vipe-line, 00 feet longe
The water is to be used at a club.house located within the ¥WiSWg of the saze
Sectinon 17. The applicant estimates that a maximum of 1000 people per week
will use the facilities of the club. Three acres of lawns, shrubbery end
grounds are to be irrigated, irrigation to extepd from sbout April 1 to about
November 15. Water is to be used also for swimming. Iio water right or
source of water suruly is claimed other than as sought under the application.

Prntest
‘Rancho Oreen Valley Water Coupany protests that the source filed
upon by the applicant is one of the sources now being used io replenish its

“({the protestant's) wells and that the proposed use will deplete the supply
reaching those wells which 1n turn serve domestic users. It blaims a riparian
right and a figbt based upon a prior application. ‘It states that its predecessor
first maintained a well iﬁ 1940 and in 19L7 added a lerger weil, that the
wells havé capacities of 90 and 180 gellons per ainuie respectively although
neither can be used to its full capacity because of the lowering of the water

‘table, that all the water thet can be procured from its wells is needed for

domestic purposes at hodes snd cebins, that the asin socurce of the water

that now flows tﬁrsugh underground channels into 1ts wells is the so—called

Mount Jupiter ares wherein the applicant now seeks to divert, and that any

diversion made 1h that area wnuld so reduce the supply :eaching 1ts wells as

to make some of the homes and cabins of its service ares uninhabitable. In

addition, the pfotestant.states, its system ls connected with and is the only




source of supply for the fire hydrants of the area, or for fire fighting.
No answer to the abnve protest is of rTecord.

Hearirng Held in Accordance with the Waler Code

| Application 14236 was completed in accordance with the Water Cnode
and the Rules and Regulatiocns of the Division of Water Resources and, being
| pfoteéted,was.set fo: public hearing under the ﬁrovisions of Article 13,
Section 733(a} of the California Administrative Code, Title 27, W¥aters, on
Wednesday, February 27, 1652 at 10:00 o'clock A.M. in Room 803, California_
State Bullding, Los mngeles, California., Of the hearing the applicant and
the protestaﬁt were duly notified,

Piscussion
Witnesses ai ithe hearing testified 1n substance as follows:

Leland E. Serriman, District Ranger, U. 5. Forest Service, testified (pages é

to 25 of transcript) that the dralnage area from which the protestant gets
its water 1s 2400 acres in exﬁent; of which 500 acrés is in ﬁrivate ownership
and the remainder is Government land; that about 79 acres of the total
drainege area lie above (tridbutary to) the spring from which the apolicant
seeks to divert; that the drainsge aree has a light covering of cheamise on the
‘gsouth exposed slones and a medium covering on north slopes; that elevations
range from about 2975 to about 4700 feet; that rainfall for 2 75 year period
has averaged 18 inches; that there is a surface flow of about one gallon'per
minute fron the spring filed'upon; that water issuing from the spring flows
shove ground for about 20 féet and then disapnears underground; that water
from the spring will héve to bg pived about 1200 feet; that the Green Valley
Improvement Association is = club organized mainly for social purposeé; that
the club mexbership 1s composed mainly of residents of Graen Valley; that there

is anoﬁher club in the valley, located about one-half mile to the north-west,
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that club being owned by Mr. Foss and patronized mainly by week-end visitors;
that some 2/3 of the residents af-the Green Valley area are members of the
Green Valley luprovement Assoclaiion; that after use on the applicant's

projeét waler will ré-enter'the zround; that the sopring supports a& considerabie
growth of willows; that in 1651 the sgpring was dry as also were nearly all the
Spriﬁgs of the locality; that there are some =200 cabins in the area on land

in private ownership; that many of sald cabins are served by the Rancho Green
Valley Water Company, formerly the Mount Jupiter Water system; that of the
Green Valley Yater Company!s 2 wells the upper one, known as the Bennett well
is being_pumped; that some water from the sﬁring filed upon by the Forest
Service would eventually reach the 2 wells mentioned, if not interruvted; that
some of the flow from the spring would be used by vegetation or would evaporate;
that the water table was low in 1950 but has since risen 10 or 12 feet: that

at the present time it is some 20 feet lower than normel; that during s recent

forest fire water for fire fighting was furnished from the Green Valley system;

hat if water from the spring reaches the wells it does so by percolsting a
mile and one half, underground; and that the yield of the spring ranges from

nothing to about 1 gallon per minute. Witness Berrimen also testified (peges

15 and 48 of trapscript) that there are "considersble willowsMgrowing in the

spring area and that in his opininn a greater flow could be developed at the

spring by removing the willows. In that conrection he stiated:

8T believe that the water we would get
would he water that is now being used
by the willows but we would certainly
increzse the flow or ratner the use, by
getting rid of these willows,!




Jernme Moss: testified that he is well acquainted with the Green Valley

area having formerly managed the Matuel Water Company and.now being.associated
with the Rancho Green Valley Water Company and a stockholder in the Rancho
Club vhich owns the swimming pool end ciubhiouse in the area, that there are'
approximately 150 cabins in the area of which 120 are on a permanent basis

of recelving water daily, that he (the witness) and his wife formerly owned
the wells upon which the Bancho Green Valley Water Company now depends, that
of those 2 wells they conveyed one well (the Bennett well) to the Vater

' Company and contracted that the other (the Lake Well) be available to the
‘Water Compeny as a standby well, that about 60% of the members of the Rancho
Green Valley Cluh asre local residents, that the remsining 40% reside elsewhere
but own lots in the Green Velley area, that the club house maintains a
swimming pool which is used 4 months each yeer, that during 1951 the wells
went dry,;that each well was then deepened more than 20 feet, that the reservoir
tanks also went dry and thé entire velley was without water, that after
deepening the welle it wos possible to loep the reservolr tanks about half
full, that the water that the Rancho Green Valley Watsr Company distributes

is used at private homes for domestic purposes, that water has to be rationed,
_that supply 1s insufficieni to serve any additional people, that an application
by the Rancho Green Valley Water Company for status as a public utility was
rejected, thatl a petition for rehearing has been filed, that one of the

issues of the rehearing will be adequacy of water supply, that CUnsumption

of water is greater in sumwer, that the decision of the Public Utilities

| Coﬁmission is numbered 32665 and dated February 13, 1552, that the Company has
never been asked to furnish water to people who use National Forest lands for

recreational purposes, that water supply wes sufficient 3 years ago,'b years |

ago =nd 5 years ago, that during the last 2 years there has been a general




shortage'bf water in a1l areas, that in view of a succession of dry years
1t will take 4 years of normal reinfall before ground water supply will be
normal, that the 2 #ells under discussion are both a 1lltile more than 10C
feet deep, that they were drilled about 200 years ago, that sbout 20,000
gallong per day are being pumped, currently, from the 2 wells, that the
wells ere between 400 and 500 feet.from the stream channel, and that the
wells are on & former stream bed or lake bottom.

The protestant in its protest claims a right to divert from its
wells, based upon ®prior eppropriation and riparlan claim." The alleged
%prior appropriation® appears to be an eppropriation initiated under Application
10981 to divert 730,000 gallons per day, year-round, from 3 springs located
within the SWiNE: of Section 18, TN RILY, SBB&', Application 10981 was
approved and the time within which to complete construction and to apply the

‘water to beneficial use has been extended to December 1, 1953. VWith reference
to Application 10G31 Witness lioss testified (page L3 of transcript):
| Wfell, we developed those springs ang — - -

they receded so bad = = = that we had to

resort to well nroperties o = = . ¥
The springs in questioﬁ lie about 3/4 mile northwesterly of the spring filed
upon by the applicant. The four springs do not differ greatly in elevation
and they are all on the northerly slope of Jupiter lMountain but there are
gullies between the group of springs and the single spring which meke it

inconcelveble that diversions from the latter could affect the former, As to

the protestantts claim of a riperian right no evidence has been presented or




is if otherwise apparent thal any considerahle numher of the parcels served
by the protestant are riparian:to the source from which the applicant seeks
--to apnropriste,

| The protestent's argunents (in its protest) to the effect that the
main source of the water thaﬁ now flows through underground channels into its
~ wells is the so-called Mount Juplter area ahd {0 the effect thatl eny diversion
made in that erea wonld so reduce the supply reaching lts wells as to aske
some of the homes uninhsbitable are unconvincing, the testimony offered in their
support is 1ncon¢1usive, and certain information, especially that set forth upon
the U, S. G2ological Survey quadrangles of the locality, tends to refute them.

Vhile the protestant describes its wells rmerely ss being located

within Section 12 ¢f a designated township, the applicant on its Bearing Exhlbit
Mo 1, to which the applicant took no exception, plotted them upon a map made
up of USGS quadrangles, According to that Exhibit the wells lie north of

Dowd Canyon and while théy are in a favorable location to receive percolating
waters which originate on Jupiter Mountain they appear to be in a position to
benefit also from percolation from the much larger Sén Francisquito vatershed. |
1f, as the map strongly suggesis, the wells are fed from San Francisquito

Canyon as well as from Dowd Canyon, the proportion of the total supply that the
ares tributary to the applicant's proposed point of diversion contributes is
 less by far than the 1/30 which the protestant asserts it to be.

Again, percolatlion of water emaneting from the spring filed upon
cannot benefit the protestznt until the ground water level in the viciniiy of
its wells has somewhat subsided, a condition thet may be presuned not
ordinarily to occur until s?ring or early summer., From that time until the
éommencement of the fall rains appears scarcely sufficient, in a normal season,

for percolating water to travel thé'l.S mileé froa spring to wells,

s




Sumaary end Jonclusiong

The-protéstant‘s'alleged appropriative right to extract water
from the wells referred to in its'protest appears 1o be invalid. _?alidity
mey attach o its aileged riparian righi, to an extent however whlch camiot
Ye appraised from the data at tand. The drainage area probably contriduting
to the suppiy af the protestent's wells sppears from maps of the locality
to be greatly in excess of the 2400 acres mentioned in the testimony. The
rise and fall of the.ground water level in the vicirity of the protestant's
wells depend upon rainfall and a2lzo upon contributions from tributery drainesge.
The source named in Application 142% is within that tribtutary drainaze but
the conclusioh that the diversion of the amount socught under that application
will affect the ground.wafer level measurably does not appear warranted, the
diversion of that amount appearing to depend in large part upon elimination
of tranépiration losses from vezetation at the spring site. The time of travel,
underground, of water from the spring filed upon by the applicant to the

protestant's wells probebly exceeds the period within a normel year extendiug

o

fr&m the cessation_of spring rains to the commencement of fall rains.

The circumstances above outlined indicate that unappropriated water
.exists at times in the source from which appropriation is sought'under
Application 14236 and that such water may ordinarily be taken and used in the
.maﬁner'proiosed in that applicétion without injury to the protestant of to |
other parties dov-ciream, It is the opinion of this office therefore that

Application 14234 should be approved, subject to the usual terms and conditions.

o0a




ORDER

Apvlication 14236 having been filed with the Tivision of Water
Resources as ahove stated, a protest having been filed, a public hearing
having been held and the State Englreer now being fully informed in the
premnises:

IT IS SERFBY ORIERED that Application W226 be approved and that
a permit be lssued to the applicant subject to such of the usual terms and
conditions as may be appropriate,. _

| WITNESS uy hand and the seal of the Department of Public Works

of the State of Californla this 21st day of July 1952.

AR ? gl

As De Edmonsion
State Engineer




