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In the lMatter of Application 15 Zoninsen to

Anproprizte warer Irol wonT o 7 volt
oreek to cear Hiver, 1In keveocs Cioh
Purposes.
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Decision A 15879 D 559
Decided July 3, 1954

000
In Attendance at Investigation Conducted bv the Divisicn
of Water Hesources on danuarv 13, 1955:

. C. H. Robinson : Applicant
L. R. Hopkins
Office Engineer
Nevada Irrigation District Representing the Protestant
\

K. L. Woodward |
Senior Hydrauvlic Engineer
Division of Water Resources
Department of Public Works Representing the State Engineer
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DECISION

Substance of the Application

The applicant seeks to appropriate (.05 cubic fuou

per second, from April X to October 1 of each year from Long

Hollow, tributary via Wolf Creek to Bear River, in Nevada
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sion is to be effected
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Sap irrigatlon purposes.

el
L

vy mumping from the unoos structed channel of Long Hollow &t a

noint due west irom the cernter of Section 17, TLLE RBE, HUB&M.
ihe water is to be used for the irrigation of a S-acre pasture

just below the proposed polnt of siversion and west of Long

o

.._I

Hollow. The applicant claims tc own both the proposed diver-

sicn site and the land to be irrigated.
Protest

Nevada Irrigetion District protests in effect that it
diverts at various points on Wolf Creek, that the water which
the applicant seeks to appropriate is irrigation return flow
which it (the District)'owns, and that the diversion of that
water in the manner proposed will result in a reduction both
of the water supply to which it is entitled and of revenue
that it would otherwise realize from water sales. It mentions

no terms under which its protest may be -dismissed.
Answer

In answering the protest the applicant states:

"The protest ... would not appear to be in crder,
inasmuch as before my application was filed 1 made a
- careful check of the records and was advised DY ...
District that they do not claim ovnership of the
waters in Long Hollow."




Fielc Investisation

The applicant and tke nrotestant with tl

k.

a approval

&

S e

of the Division having sticulated toe the éubmiﬁé;& éf the
application and protest upon the official records, a field
investigation was conducted on Januvary 13, 1955 by an engineer
of the Divisien. The applicant was present anc the protestant
was represented at that investigation. The investigation of
January 13, 1955 was supplemented by further investigations by

engineers of the Division on May 18, July 12 and August 9, 1955.

Records Relied Uvcn

Applications 959, 2881, 3843, 10190 and 15879 and
all information on file therewith; Grass Valley, Wheatland
‘and Markham Ravine quadrangles, Water Supply Papers and un-
published streamflow records, United States Geological Survey.

fielenant

A‘Information-Secured by Field InvestigationS

Extracts from "Report of Division of Water Resowces

on Application 15879", dated November 4, 1955 and filed with

that application, are as follows:

" ... a field investigation was made by the
writer on Januvary 13, 1955, accompanied by the
applicant and L. R. Hopnkins, Uffice Engineer,
Nevada Irrigation District. Oubsequent unaccom-
panied investigations were made ...."
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#The infermation oo
been obtalned fyom iths i
other public TeQOran o
the ground Quring ...
tions.M

"There are no active applications before this
office to apodropriate fron Long Hollow “clov the
gpplicant. There are saoversl applications to app ro—
priate from Bc_r Piver beler the mouth of wwoll Creek.
The principal diversicn is by Canp Far West Irri”?

aomn Far west Dam within Secticon 21

tion District at Camr
T14N REE, LDB&M.Y

"Long Hollow hezds at {(aboutl elevation ...
1600 ... near the west central portion of T14N RBE,
FDB&E: and flows ... scutheacterly ... sboub twce
miles to & junction with wolfl Creek .... Uolf Cresk
is a tributary of Bear River .... &bove the vroposed
point of diversion the water course drains ztout 1.5
square miles of low, rolling, sparsely-wocded hills.”

" ... precipitation ... occurs almost entirely
during the late fall, winter and earlv spring months
and is of little wvzlue in maintaining streamflow
during the irrigation season.”™

"Water is carried into Long Hollow by HNevada
Irrigation Uistrict via its Viet Cameron Canal which
is an extension of the District's Tarr Canal ....
During the 1955 irrigzation season about 30 miner's
inches were being served to two users in Long Hollow
watershed .... £Adjoining the applicant on the down-
stream side is a reservoir of gbout one acre-foot
capacity with a pump installed .... & small ditch
which served two other District users below the

~applicant heads on znother branch ... and is not

affected by the propnosed apvropriation. Adjacent
to Long Hollow near its junction with Wolf Creek

about one-quarter acre ¢f pasture showed evidence
of having been irrigated during ... 1955 ...."

"A reconnalissance ... on May 18, 1955 revealed
nc surface water coming from the Viet Cameron Canal.,
The first evidence of flow was noted at least 1000
feet below the Canal and the flow increased progress-

ively dowmstream. The adjacent area however had
been irrigated from the Carnal within two or three




davs prior to the insoection. The channel of Long
Hollow was grown wrafusely with weter cress, swamp
zrass and tules. about 0.5 cusde foot per second
woe flowing at the zpelicart's proposed polnt of

diversion.?

"On July 12, 1955 r, Carl C. Wollam, a long-
time resident of ths area, was interviewed. Ir.
Yollam stated that orior to the time Nevada Irriga-
tion District bezan serving the area Lonz Hollow
usually went dry eariv in the season and that in
his oninion most of the late-ceason {low of Long
Hollow is foreign water having been created through
the operations of the District. (Flow at the appli-
cant's point of diversion on that date was 0.64
cubic foot per second. )"

"During the August 9, 1955 visit none of the
stream channsls in the vicinity which are unaffected
by the District's activities was noted as carryving
any surface water whereas Long Hollow was flowing
at the applicant's place 1.20 cubic feet per second.”

"There was no use being made of the flow of
Long Hollow between the applicant and its Jjunction
with Wolf Creesk during any of the ... visits. Sev-
eral homes located near the channel were being
served from wells adjacent thereto ...."

"It is understood from Mr. Hookins ... that
the only customer of the District on Wolf Creek
below the Long Hollow junction is the Jones ranch
which is located ... approximately in the SE: SE}
of Section 20 .... The Ranch diverts ... by means
of a 4=inch centrifugal pump .... It 1is estimated
that possibly 40 acres of pasture were served from
Wolf Creek during 1955. On August 9, 1955 the flow
of Wolf Creek immediately above this diversion was
an estimated 6.0 cubic feet per second. During
each of the ... visits ... the flow of Wolf Creek
was considerably in excess of the capac1ty of the
Jones Ranch pump."

"ietween January 13, 1955 and May 18, 1955 the
applicant installed a lr-;ncn «es Dump in Long Hol-
low and has diverted therefrom during the past irri-
gation season for use upon the 5 acres of pasture.”
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Application 959 Permit 7435 sicense 325, in the amount of 13,24

cubic feet per second, from Aoril I to Qctober 1 of sach year,
diverted at points within Section X9, T1LN Hok, MDB&IL, for
agricultural use.

Application 2881 Permit 2089 License 2206, in the amount of

5,000 acre-feet per annum ccllectad betwsen about March 1 and
about May 1 of each season behind a dam located within Section
21 of T 14N R6E, MDB&M, for irrigation use.

Application 3543 Permit 2090 License 2207, in the amoﬁnt of

11.76 cubic feet per sscond, frcem about May 1 to about October 1
of each year, diverted at points within Section 29 of T1LN R6E,

MDB&M, for irrigzation use.
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Application 101$0 Permit 5852 License 274

5,000 acre-feet per annum, collected between about

about June 1 of each season behind the same dam as

May 1 and

described

in Application 2881 and used for irrigation. License 2740
provides that total diversions under Licenses 2266 and 2740
shall not éxceed 5,000 acre-feet per annum. According to the
report covering an inspection by an engineer of the Division
on June 16, 1950, Camp Far West Irrigation District claimed
to be irrigating some 2,125 acres, claimed further that its

water supply by direct diversion from Bear River is usually

“ample until mid-June.




tad e e g s B T

Menthly mean flows passing ‘'Bear River near Aubure®,
a linited States Geolocical Survey geging staticrn above the
junction of Wolf Creek and Bear River, during pericds of 4pril
to September inclusive of recent yeers, in cubic fest ver

second, are reported in Water Supply Papers to have teen as

follows:

Year ; April & May ; June ; July T August ;September
1945 713 227 118 17.5 32.1 £.33
46 545 342 135 1.63 3.76 o7l
L7 406 73 els 2.14 3.59 2.68 3.87
. L8 1222 629 _ 168 9.15 5.92 4,02
L9 041 150 14.0 2.53 2.84 5.06
50 652 153 56.9 3.32 5.97 4.88
51 657 293 2L.7 4 .88 3.64 2.97
52 1146 491 - 106 38.6 2.63 3.93
53 651 360 152 26.5 3.34 2.30
1954 568 119 6453 2.74 5.39 8.54

With reference to flows passing this station Water Supply Paper
1245 states:.

"River receives inflow from Yuba River above
station. Flow regulated by Combie Reservoir
{capacity 2,000 acre-ft) and other reservoirs.
Many diversions above station for power and .
irrigation.”

River distances dovnstream from "Bear River near

.' Auburn" scale i'oughly, in miles, as follows:
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© 4 mouth of Volf Creek 2.4
“n Jemp Far West Irrigation Disurict sterage dai 15.0
5 lewermost diversion under ipplicatvions 959 znd 3843 16.3

h
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By letter dates April 26, 1956 this office reauested

‘ict a8 to whether
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information from Camp Far West Irrigs
the flow of Bear River adequately nmeets that district's regquire-
ments and as to when if at all such flow becomes inadequate. The
letter zlso requested an estimate as to the possible effect upon
the district of the appropriation sought under Application 15876
and stated that in the absence of a reply within 15 days it would
be assumed that Camp Far West Irrigetion District does not object
to said appropriation. No reply to the letter of april 2&, 1956

has been received.

Discussion

The available information does not support the conten-
tion of the protestant Hevada Irrigation District that the appli-
cant's proposed diversion would reduce either protestant's water
supply.or protestant's revenues. The protest therefore is not a
bar to approval of the application. |

The Grass Valley and Wheatland guadrangles, United
Staﬁes Geplogical Survey, indicate that Wolf Creek 1is the 1argest
tributary that enters Bear River betwegen the gaging station "Bear

River near Auburn" and the lowermost diversion under the licenses

held by Camp Far West Irrigation District. Long Hollow, according
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.. s ramort covering the Tield investigations In the locality
cerries mors Ioreigsn water, introduced by Nevada

‘prization District, than necsssary to serve that district's

cusgomers on that stresm bun, during most irrigating months,

ittle if any natural flow. wolfl Creek, according to
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the same report, carries larger excesses over customer require-
ments, such as the & cubic feet per second at the Jones Ranch
{lowest customer on Wolf Creek) observed on August 9, 1955.
Other tributaries to Bear Creek in the reach under discussion
are shown on the quadrangles as intermittent. It is common
knowledge that netural flow in minor stresms in the foothills
east of Sacramento Valley is extremely.scanty in summer and iv
may be inferred that flow reaching Camp Far West Irrigstion
District is little if any more than the £low passing "Eear River

near Auburn® augmented by a flow of up to about 6 cubic feet per

second from Wolf Creek and negligible flows from other tribu-

taries. Such flow has aggregated less than the 25 cubic feet

ver second that the Camp Far West Irrigation District is entitled
to divert under its licensed applicatiohs in 3 of the 10 months
of Juhe considered in the tabulation of monthly flows,.supra;.in

8 of the 10 months of July, in 9 of the 10 months of August and

in all of the 10 months of September. It appears probable, there-
fore, that suvply reaching Camp Far West Irrigation District after

éarly July falls short of the entitlements of that district. How-

ever, in view of the 5,000 acre~feet per annum that Camp Far West




algoa enticled wo collect during warch,

C.owion Distrlct LB &L80 g
w1 rrafor lay, saio disorict is nat entirely devendent upon
Jirect diversion from pear “iver whnen Tlow is scanty therein ana

+herefore mey elect not to exerciss 1us gporopriative risghts in

cull. At any rate the failure of Camp Far uest Irrigation District

to protest Apolication 15879 and/for to reply to Division's inquiry

{

of Aoril 26, 1956 indicates that sald district will not be injured
materially by the applicant's proncsed diversion and that the
relatively small amount the acplicant seeks to aivert may there-

fore be considered to be subject to appropriation.

Conclusion

The available information indicates that unappropriated

water ordinarily exists in the source from which the applicant

seeks to appropriate and that such water may be taken and bhene-

ficially used in the manner proposed in the application, without

injury to holders of prior rights. It is the opinion of this
office therefofe that Application 15879 should be approved and

permit issued, subject to the usual terms and conditions.
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ineer now heing
111y Informed in the premises:

IT IS HTRIRY ORDFRED that Arplication 15879 ve snnroved and
tpat & vermit be issued to the snnlicant, subject Lc such of the usuél
teras and conditions as ney be spuronrizte,

WITYUESS my hend znd the seal of tie Department of Public

Yorks of the Siate of California inls 3rd dey of July, 1956.

2 : .
bY EARVEY o. BAVKS, STATZ EIGINERR
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b By et P T A
7 L. C. Jopsom ¢

Assistont Statel Zncineer
o v




