United States Dcpartment of the Interior

FISIT AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Servives
Carisbad Fish and Wikllife Office
6019 Hidden Valley Road
Carlsbad, Califoria 92011

In Reply Refer To:
FWS-WRIV-0830230-0810228 FEB 29 2008

Michelle Joncs

Environmental Scientist

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Financial Assistance
P.O. Box 944212

Sacramento, California 95814

Subj: Informal Consultation for Beawnont Cherry Valley Water District Recycled Watey
System (State Revolving Fund (SRF) Loan No. C-06-5157-1190), Riverside County,
California

Diear Ms. fones:

This letter acknowledges our receipt of your letter daied August 24, 2007, requesting our
concurreace with your determination that the installation of the Beaumont Cherry Valley Water
District Recycled Water System is not likely to adverscly affect federally listed species. This
project is partially funded by a grant from the 1.8, Environmental Protection Agency, which has
delegated responsibilily 10 consult on federally listed species (o the State Water Resources
Control Board. Our comments below sre based on: ) the information provided in your jetter; 2)
the Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District Recycled Water System Project State Revolving
Fund Ioan Federal Requirements (*Water System Report”, July 11, 2007); 3) electronic mail
correspandence among State Water Resources Control Board, Parsons biological consultants,
and the Carisbad Fish and Wildlife Office (CFW(); and other information received pertaining to
this project. A complete project file is maintained at the CFWQ.,

The proposed project would consist of construction and operation of a system of recycled water
pipelines and associated structures to sepport the Beaumont Cherry Valley Water District
planned recycled water distribution. The subject project is located in the City of Beaumont as
depicted on figure 3 of the Water System Report. ‘The project consisis of several sections
described as Priority’s 1 through 6. Priority 1 is the construction of a 2 million-gallon water
storage tank; Priority 2 is an 8,400 foot water pipeline originating in Brookside Avenue and
extending frorn Cherry Valicy Avenuc to 8™ Street; Priority 3 is a 2,600 foot water pipeline
(Cherry Avenuc 10 Starlight); Priority 4 is a 1 million-gallon reservoir and a 4,300 galion/minute
hooster puinp station; Priority 5 is 2 33,100 foot pipeline that would extend from
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4™ Stroct to Potrero Drive then north to Desert Lawn and Champions Drive and then to Cherry
Valley Boulevard; and Priority 6 is 2 3,000 foot pipeline that would be instalied from Ring Ranch
Road to Marshail Creck to Oak Valley Parkway.

The federaily fisted least Bell's virco (Vireo bellii pusillus; “LBV™), southwestern willow
fiycatcher (Empidonax traillit extimus; “SWFL™), coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila
rcalifornica californica}, Stevens’ kangaroo rat (Dipodomys stephensi; SKR), and slender homeg-
spincflower (Dodecahema lgptoceras), occur in or ncar the project impact arcas. The majority of
LBV and SWFI. habitat in the arca of the project is associated with Coopers Creek which is
supported by the same water source as will supply the recycled water system, (i.c. the Cily of
Beaumont's Treatment Facility).

Most of the proposed action would trpact areas that are currently developed with the exception
of Priority 5. Priorily 5 would be installed adjacent to Coopers Creek and cross San Timoteo
Creek. Tlowcever, Priority 5 will he constructed mostly within the proposed extension of Potrern
Road. The proposed extension of Potrero Road would veeur prior to construction of Priority 5.
Impacis associated with this future road extension will include consultation with the USFWS, by
the appropriate entity, if necessary. The portion of Priority § that will not be within the Potreto
Road Extension is the section that will ¢ross San 'Timotco Creck.

The following measures have been incorporated into the project design to avoid Impacts to
federally listed spocies: 1) Flows to Coopers Creek wiil not be Jess than 1.8 million gallons per
day, the equivalent of flows discharged in 2003 (C. J. Butcher ,General Manuger, Beavmont
Cherry Valley Watcr District via clectionic email dated November 27, 2007); 2} The project will
he designed to avoid habitat for any federally listed species; 3) Priority 5 will be constructed
within the future extlension of Potrero Road; 4) Priority 5 construction will occur such that
construction will be a minimum of 185 melers from CAGN, LBY, and SWF1, habitat. Given
these measures arc implemented, we concur that the project may effect but is not likely to
adversely affect the federally listed species.

This completes our informal consultation, however, obligations under section 7 of the
Endangercd Species Act, as amended, should be reconsidered if: 1) you arc unabic to implement
all agreed upon and recommended avoidance and conservation measures; 2) new mformation
reveals cffccts of the agency action that may affect listed species or critical habitat in a manner or
0 an extent not previcusly considered; 1) this action is subsequently moedified in a manner that
was not considered; or 4) a new species is listed or critical hahitat designated that mzy be
affected by the action.



