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Responsc Plan for Water Level Concerns in the South Delta
Under Water Rights Decision 1641

Stafl’ from the Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the United States Burcau of Recla-
mation (Reclamation) have developed this Water Level Responsc Plan per the conditions set
fisrth o the State Waler Rexources Control Bourd™s (SWRCB) Waler Rights Decision 164]
regarding joint points of diversion for the State Water Project (SWP) and the Central Valley
Project (CVP). This Plan scts conditions for the operations of the SWP and the CVP as they
pertain to the use of Joint Poinl of Diversion (JPOD) and additional pumping in the Dela to
accommodatc watcr transfers,

Reclamation and DWR will manage water transfers of their own and those of third parties
consistent with this Plan. Third partics will be given the opportunity to participate financially in
the actions called tor in the Plan 1o mitigate for the incremental elltcts of their water trnsfr on
water levels or have their water transfer rescheduled, if possiblc, to a time period when these
¢iTeews do not eeeur.

Actiong Covered by this Plan

3 This Plan cstublishes i process to address water levels of congern when such concern resully
from the incremental ellects of JPOD or additional pumping to accommodatc water transfers on
watee levels in thé South Delta, An incremental cffect on watcer levels is defined us a reduction in
water surface clevation at low tide from what would occur absent the action. Water levels of
concern shall be the levels at which ongoing or scheduled diversions in the southern Delta are
impaired (o the injury of water users in the southern Delta,

Reclamation, DWR, and the South Delta Water Agency (SDWA) shall strive to maiatain diligent
communication regarding the planning snd cxecution of any action referencing this Plan and
expected diversions throughout the southern Delta. This Plan assumes the continucd cxistence of
CVP/SWP facilitics within the existing permitted export capibilitics as of spring 02004, 1T
facilitics, Clifton Court Forebay operations, ot export restrictions chanpe, then the DWR, the
USBR. and SDWA will consult with the Executive Director of the SWRCB 1o determine
whether the Plan requires changes and [urthuer approval.

Actions covered hy this plan shall be contingent on forecasted or actual water levels in the
southern Delta. For Condition U below, theso forecasts must indicate the action will not cause oc
aggravate watcr levels of concern.

Coqdition]. The followinyg conditions provide a general description under which an action is
presumed not to causc or aggravate water levels of concemn.

1) A shift of pumping from CVP [acilities at the Tracy Pumping Plant to SWP [acilities at the
Banks Pumping Plant and
a) total cxports during the period do not increase over that which would have occurred
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absent the JPOD or transfer, and

b) opuration ol the SWP's Cliflion Courl facility dous not change Irom the prioritics of intake
operation spccified in the 1990 Draft Settlement Contract between SDWA and DWR or
from another operational regime sprced to by SDWA.

Qr

2) Anincrease of lotal exports by using available capacity at the SWP’s Banks Pumping Plant

and

a) lhe three tidal barricers in Middle River, Ol River, and Grant Line Cagal are instal)ed and
fully operated,

b) the Head of Old River Barvicr is not instulled ar operated w materially affeet the Nlow off
the San Joaquin River from entening Old River, and

c) Clifton Court Forebay is operated consistent with the prioritics specified in the 1990
Drait Scttiement Coatract hetween SDWA and DWR or with another operational regime
agreed to by SDWA.

Condition_IT. Ifan action covered by this Plan is proposed that does not meet the conditions
described above, the action may still oceur if at least one of the following conditions is met;

a) Forceasts show the action will not cause or agyravate water levels of concern; or

b) Adeguate measurcs exist and are uscd to offset the incremental effects of the action to
waler levels of concern, Reclamation and DWR proposc 1o implement operitional
adjustments or install equipment (such as portablc pumps) on a emporary basis 1o offset
the incremental effects, or

¢) Reclamation and DWR determine that no diversions will occur at a lacation and during a
period when the action will have an ineremental offect on water levels. Reclamation and
DWR will contact the potentially affected parties prior to the uction to ensure that the
diverters have no plans for diversions during the period the action will occur.

Forecast Procedure
To provide u methodology by which minimum (low tide) water levels within the SDWA service

area can be forceasted under a proposed action covered by this Plan, DWR shall utilize the
hydrodynitmic component of its Delta Simulation Model 2 (DSM2), Madel inputs will include
projected tidul conditions at Benicia, projections of Delta inflows from the Sacramento River.
Eastsidc streams und the San Joaquin River, high channel depletion needs for the month per the
1990 Draft Scttlement Contract between SDWA und DWR, and projections ol Delta exports by
Contra Costa Watcr District, the State Water Project and the Central Valley Project at Clifton
Court and Tracy Pumping Plant which reflect the proposed action. Under such conditions, the
fow water levels at Middle River aear the Howard Roud Bridge, Old River near Tracy Road
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Bridge, Doughty Cut above Grant Linc Canal Basricr, and cust of Concy Island (DSM2 Channel
218) shall be determined by running DSM2.

Water tevels are considered adequatte if they are forccusted to e 0.0 feet MSL or greater al Oid
River ncar Tracy Road Bridge. and Doughty Cut above Grant Line Canal Bamcr, and 0.3 fect
MSL or greater at Middle River near the Howard Road Bridge.

The parties recognize that the Coney [sland/Channel 218 location is downstrcam of the
temporary harriers and may at times have water levels below that which is necessary for local
diversions. DWR has installed a permancnt stage recorder here, Data from this station and an
accurate record of the irrigation conditions {based on portable pump usage) will be used to
develop the baseline water level ol concem beyond which ingrementul effects of JPOD or
transfers will warrant mitigation per this plan. A long-term solution for water levels of concem
downstream of the barricrs is to be developed within the CalFed South Delta Improvement Plan,
Until such Plan is implemented, JPOD or tnsler operations are contingent upon DWR. and/or
Reclamation providing adcquate mitigation for incremental effects to water levels of concemn for
these diverters. Such mitipation may include diversion modifications, lemporwy pumps, or ather
measutes. DWR, Reclamation, and SDWA will work together, and with the Management
Agencics', to resolve issucs related to such mitigation.

Notice and Modgling Requirements

No later than seven (7) days prior to any JPOD or transfer operations, DWR and/or Reclamation
shall give SDWA notice thereof. 1 un emergency unses, DWR and Reclamation shall give
SDWA as much notice as possible prior to any such action. An emergency does not include
operational changes duc to ESA limitations or requirements, Such notice shall include modeling
forecasts for the lime frame during which the JPOD or transfer is scheduled to occur. During any
such JPOD or transfer operation. DWR or Reclamation shall update the modeling no Juss than
every week and more often if conditions vary from those modcled in 2 manner that could be
adverse to water levels.

Actual Water Level Problems

Reclamation and DWR will suspend the action upon request by SDWA if diverters within the
South Delta expericnce waler Jevels of concern.. Reclamation and DWR will update the
forceasts and propose uppropriate mitigation, if applicable. At the time of the request, the
SDWA will provide to DWR and Reclamation the time, location, and owner's name und contact
information for the diversion experiencing the problem. The partics cxpect suspension of the
action will normally occur within twelve hours after notification by SDWA und must accur no
later than 24 hours alier that notification. DWR :ind Reclamaion will perlorm addition:
analyses of water leve! conditions within the SDWA. The analyses will include, but not be
limited to. updated hydrodynamic modcling, [fDWR and Reclamution can support a
determination of no increment:l impact using observed duta in conjunction with modul output,
the action may continue. If the analyses show that an incremental impact does oceur, mitigation

' The Management Agencies inciude the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Marinc Fisherics
Sarvica, and the California Department of Fish and Game.
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will be offered. SDWA will then have 5 ditys to respond to the proposcd mitipation. IfSDWA
dous not respond within 5 days, the pumping will resume. [FSDWA declines the proposed
mitigation. DWR and Reclamation may appeul to the SWRCB, Chief, Division of Water Rights
to deem the mitipation offer acceptable or not. DWR and Reclumiation will continue the action
until the SWRCB has judged the action unacccprable.

The contacts for DWR and Reglamation are the Chiel of the Project Operations Planning, Branch,
State Water Project Operations Control Office (Curtis Creel), and the Chief of the Water
Operations Division, Central Valley Operations Office {Paul Fujitani), respectively. or their
designees. Reclamation and DWR will also provide SDWA with contacts for after-hours
notification.

Updared Modcling

During the existence of this Plan, DWR, Reclamation and SDWA shall work together to improve
{he reliability of the modeling used 1o predict the effcets of export pumping on South Delta water
Jevels. The parties shall also work together (o refine the definition of water levels in the South
Delta below which local diversions become impuired. If additional or replicement definitions of
said water levels are identified through this Plan, they shall be incorporated into this Plan.

Preventive Measures,

The purties shall work together to identify diversions which arc most susceptible to impairment
dut 10 low water levels and attempt to develop more permanent actions which muy mitigzale any
such low water levels at said diversions; perhups lowering the waler levels of concem. Any
lowering of these concern levels shall only ocour if all diversions within a particular area are
identificd and mesures aceeptable to the diverters have been implemented.

Portable pumnps will be installed before an actual problem develops in thosce arcas that have
experienced low water levels in previous summers. These pumps were used effeetively in the
summers of 2002 and 2003 for diverters on Union Island and Tom Painc Slough.

DWR and Reclumation are implementing a site-specific dredging program in the South Delta for
the benefit of agricultural diversions, Dredging is anticipated 1o begin in August 2004, The
dredging permit will allow localized dredging within o 200-1t radius of’ a point of diversion.

DWR and Reclamation recogmize that a comprehensive. long-term dredging program is desired
by SDWA. [However, such a program is viewed by both DWR and Reclamation to be beyond the
scope of this Water Level Response Plan.

The parties agree that any actions or measurces taken hereunder to assist loca) diverters shall not
be considered o final resolution of the water level, circulation, or quality problems in the South
Delta associated with the operation of the CVP and SWP export pumps. although such actions
might he a portion of a long-term sojution.
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The diverters and water suppliers within the South Delta. excepting those diverters and water
supplicrs who cxport water Jor use vutside ofthe Delta. are the beneliciries of this Response
Plan.
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Namies, phone numbers, and FAX numbers of representatives:

Primary Contact Alternate Contact
Reclamation
Mr. Chet Bowling Mr. Paul Fujitani, Chicf
Opvrations Manager Water Operations Division
Centeal Valley Qperations Office Central Valley Operations Office
Phone (916) 979-2180 (916} 979-2197
FAX (216) 979-2494
DWR
Mr. Carl Torgersen, Chief Mr. Curtis Creel, Chief
SWP Operations Conlrol Office Project Opertions Planning Branch
SWP Operations Control Oilice
Phone (916) §74-2656 (916} 574-2722
FAX (916) 574-2785
SDWA
Primary Contact:
Mr. John Herrick Mr. Alex Hildebrund
Phone (209) 956-0150 Phone (209) 823-4166
FAX (209) 956-0154 FAX (209) 825-6180
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