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U.S. Burcau of Reclamation and
California Department of Water Resources
Water Quality Response Plan for use of Joint Points of Diversion under
Water Right Decision 1641

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Water Right Decision 1641 (D-
1641) establishes three stages under which Joint Points of Diversion (JPOD) cin be used
by cither the Department of Water Resources (Depariment) or the United States Bureau
of Reclamation (Reclamation) for diversions of Delta water supplics at the Stute Water
Project (SWP) Banks pumping plant and Ceatral Valley Project (CVP) Tracy pumping
plant, respectively. Stage 1 allows JPOD usc for selected purposcs including the
recovery of cxport reductions taken fo benefit fish. Staye 2 allows JPOD use {or any
authorived purposc up to the current regulatory capacity of thesc facilitics. Stage 3
allows JPOD use up to the physical capacity of these fucilitics authorized under their
water right permits, The use of the JPOD in cach of these stages requires, amony other
(hings, the development of 2 Water Quality Responsc Plan (Plan).

This plan does not address Stage 3 use of JPOD as such use is not contemplated at this
time. However Reclamation and the Department acknowledge that Stage 3 1s subject to

the D-164] permit tenmn,

Permittee shall protect water levels in the southern Delta through meusures Lo
maintain water levels at elevations adequatc for diversion of water for agriculiural
uges. This requirement can be satisficd through construction and operation of
three permanent Lidal barriers in the southern Defta or through other measures that
protect watcr quality in the southern and central Delta and protect water levels at
elevations adeguate (o maintain agricuitural diversions. If construction and
operation of tidal barriers is used as a basis for Stage 3 operation, such
construction and operation shali be subject to certification of a project-level
Environmental lmpact Report by Permittee that diseloses the impacts of tidal
bamiers. (Page 153)

Reclamation and the Department will newd to submit to the Exceutive Direclor an

operations plan consisient with Stage 3 requircments at a future date based on
information and analysis o address permanent tidal bamicrs or other measures.

Terms_and Conditions_for TPOD

The usc of JPOD for all stages is subject to several D-1641 torms and conditions relating
to Contra Costa Water District’s (CCWD) Los Vaqueros Project operations and CCWD
water right Permits 20749 and 20750, The first torm and condition in D-1641 reuds

(Page 150):
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11 water quality standards at Veralis anl the three Southern Dottt intcnor stations ire |
Being met, ard shidred modeling analysis does not indicate future non-compliance at the |
“gouthcrn Deltiinterioc water quality stations with the incremental export progrum action
(#POD or waisr transfer), then the incremental cxport progrim effuets to Southern Delts
watcr quality shall be deemed acceptable, However-if.water.quality standards,at
Faralisoramyoftic theed STEthem Deltmnterior. stations.arc-not being mek, or shared
modeling analysis indicates the trend eilcet of the incremental export progeam (JPOD or
water transfer) is to degrade salinity conditions at the South Delta intenior compliance
stations to the extent that the standurds would not be met, fhicr thetferemctitaiiexport
jprograta effectsTorSouttDelta wafer quality would be deemed uiscreptable;und-the
incrementilexprort progrim cannot occur without other mutigatiGhrmeasures for-South

Delty silinity Criees.

Currently, the temporary burmier progrm (TBP) s being implemented to address water
level concerns in the southemn Delta channels. By allowing water to cater south Delta
channels during incoming tidal phases and holding the water during outgoing tidal
phuscs, the TBP is effective at improving water levels i those channcls, Tlowever, TBP
opcrations cannot effectively produce the water circulation patterns necessary to manage
for water quality compliance concerns, the way that permanent. operahlc bamcrs will be
able to do. Therefore, the Department and Reclamation anticipate there may be
operational scenarios when the southern Delta water quality objectives would not be in

compliance.

1f SDWA were o object (o the planncd JPOD diversions on the basis of shared model
results, and the Department, Reclumation, and SDWA are unuble to agree on operations
of JPOD, the Department and Reclamation shall contact the Chiel of the Division for a
determination reparding required mitipation, if any, for potential water quahity mpucts
associated with JPOD operations. o order to substantiate an allegution of potential harm
to its use of water, SDWA shonld submit detailed information concerning how the
change in salinity Tevels would impact SDWA's operutions.

Trunsfers by Third Bartics

. I GUiition Tooperatimg JPODfor The TV und the S WP consistent wit i this Plan,
_ Reclanigtion and the Bepariment-will misoTTa low this Water Quality Resporse PHinwhen
operitinprtheDolta-pumping faclitestorfacilitate otsitial war transfersof theirowh,
aff watcr imsisters-olithird parics.

Reclumation und the Depactment coordinate and facilitate water transfers through the
Delta to project export facilities, under balanced conditions. As purt ol CVR-SWP
operations to meet water quality bemcficial use standards, Reclamation and the
Dupartmunt assesy a waler cost to thind party water transfers, known as “carriage waler.”
Carriage water offsets any added water costs needed to maintain compliance with
Westem Delta water quality standards. When Reclamation and the Departient utilize
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