
Tracking reported North Delta water flow and 

the unaccounted for water data gaps. 

If there is not enough water left to export, why 

build tunnels or any other form of conveyance? 

*

Presentation for the North Delta Cares & community: Data compiled by 

Nicole S. Suard, Esq, (from Snug Harbor on Steamboat Slough).   
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*
so water can be sold 
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* ONLY surplus water
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Who is monitoring and 

reporting the actual flows? 
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* we’re may
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Review of flow 

data reports 

from several 

years showed 

inconsistency in 

the data flow 

calculations, 

leading to 

questions of  

formulas used 

for converting 

cfs to TAF or 

MAF 
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“We’ll get back to you on that…”  (2010) 
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*“We’ll get back to you on that…” 
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Why isn’t the Steamboat Slough 

gage raw data available online? 

“We’ll get back to you on that…” 
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Problem #4:  Flow data gaps.  Gaps in flow data, which appear to be 

intentionally hidden in plain sight in the online flow charts, result in 

UNDERREPORTING of actual water flow on the Sacramento River, Steamboat 

and Sutter Sloughs.  Note the pattern of the data gaps… 5/15/2014 19 
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* Problem #5:  Flow data gaps.  
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*Did you know DWR, USBR or some other water-

related agency already installed an in-water berm 

at the north end of Steamboat Slough?  The in-water 

berm is already blocking a portion of the natural 

freshwater flow into Steamboat Slough.  Did 

CALSIM, DSM2, RMA and the other computer models 

account for the different depths of the waterways 

or for the new in-water berms? 

*Since the NOAA North Delta navigation chart 

appears to show substantially lower water levels 

than what we have seen so far, is that chart actually 

a prediction of what we should expect in the near 

future? 
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*We do not need to wait for the BDCP approval to feel the negative 

impacts of the pre-built elements of the BDCP/Delta Plan.  

Mismanagement of the reservoirs in 2012 and 2013 already has the 

impact of current increased salinity in the Delta in 2014. 5/15/2014 25 



*Problem #7:  Does BDCP water flow and in-Delta use account for 

water used for fracking and does BDCP computer modeling account 

for the fact that tules consume three times more water than crop 

irrigation, which therefore increases in-Delta water requirements? 
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*Roads are already being blocked… 
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If all Sacramento River water is diverted into tunnels or other conveyance options, how does the 

Delta aquifer get replenished?  Or will sea water invade the North Delta?  Note: there is no such 

thing as an “aquitard” but it is one of the funnier new words invented by the silent players in this 

round of California water wars! 
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Have your drinking water well tested 

NOW and at least every month in low 

flow seasons! 5/15/2014 36 
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* State Water Contractors should pay for the monitoring of water 

flows statewide but not CONTROL the gages or CONTROL the 

reports.  North Delta Water Agency or another Delta landowner 

controlled-entity should be funded to monitor and report actual 

flows and all monitoring gages should be viewable online for 

anyone.  If water quality, water flows or water levels get below a 

reasonable point, the export pumps must be shut off and additional 

reservoir flows must be released to replenish the prime farm lands 

of California and preserve senior water rights. 
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*http://www.snugharbor.net/history_of_californ

ia_water_wars.html 

 

*http://www.deltarevision.com/timeline.htm  

 

*http://www.snugharbor.net/images-

2013/deltastuff/wrongdeltanames.jpg  

May 15, 2014.  Presentation data compiled by Nicole Suard, Esq. (from 

Snug Harbor on Steamboat Slough) for educational purposes only.  Water 

flow calculations are estimates only, provided to establish the fact there 

are gaps in flow data provided to the public, and substantial 

inconsistencies in flow and export reporting since at least 2004.  

Presenter is NOT a water engineer or expert at water flow or rights, so 

please refer specific questions regarding water flow to your local water 

agency representative, a water engineer, or your personal attorney. 
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