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Written description of Scjgiling up the Sacramento River channels to Sacramento 89

Small craft may safely pass through the two fathom channel,
between Great Chain islet and Point Sacramento.

Vessels bound to the westward, or down the bay, after leaving
Point Simmons, have room to make good boards before reaching
enst end of Middle Ground, having care not to pass within a line
drawn between Points Simmons and Palo Alto.

After passing the buoy, on east end of Middle Ground, short
tacks are necessary. Quick, sure working craft, of moderate draft,
may tack to advantage, inside and between Holbrook isle and
Point Rowe, and again in the channel between King and Preston
isles.

The soundings in the north channel are very regular, and if
the lead is freely used, much advanage may be gained. Short
tacks are also necessary until after reaching Point Edith, as will
be evident from the chart.

Suisun Bhyf, on with Mount Riley, clears west end of Lower
Middls Ground.

The channel, after passing the buoy, becomes wide, and one
tack over in direction of Suisun Bluff, with ebb tide, will bring
in near Navy Point. : :

On the first quarter of the flood tide, the current is strong to
N. E. before reaching west end of the Middle Ground. Vessels
bound up must guard against being carried out of their way by
this canse, and detained by ecither getting ashore or anchoring.

Saorpaxrnro River—The hest directions I can rive
for the safe navigation of the river, are to recommend and ad-
vise o close adherence and reference to the chart, with the
assistance of the lead-line. I deem it only necessary to point
out the obstruetions as they exist, and will be encountered in

ascending the river,
After having passed Tongue Shoal, according to the ranges
marked on the chart, and comse shaped for the river, a clear
- channel will be found with very little interruption until reaching
Garnett isle, which has a spit making off from cither end.
New Yorl Plain Tree, nearly in one with the Singla Tree,
e Shoal.

; Sae ADETOG k-—Il'I. Sagadehock Reach there is an extensive
shoal lying slong the right bauk, to avoid which. the op ite
shore must be kept aboard from the time of muu:lin t}1Ir:r“:ﬁ'1 ‘
below, Flats lie off the mouth of the slough (fhmr Pﬂll:'lt
shoal,) which connects with the San Joaguin r-i:m:. s
The nlﬂ.ll.rl 1river and the Middle Fork are the only availab]
channels. The West Fork, and the sloughs connecting wit] :
are not navigable except for small boats ; orginally f;E.e “F‘
successfully frequented by trappers, for otter and b:}uvef wgnﬁ

the west, the waters terminate and waste themselves

and mud flats. s

Thfa main river has some obstructions in its channels. com.
;:nu?mng at Id:} isle, thence up to near the outlet forming }I'Iens-
ey’s slough.  From this point there is a clear, bold, and unint
rupted channel. : ? el

The Middle Fork has a middle ground at its mouth
sented on & large and convenient scale. i
. Hogsback Shoal, in the Middle Fork, is next in order and
lmpormucu.‘ This passed, by following the chart closely. th
second section is reached without much diffieult and Fl,,l' ]:ﬂ
although contracted and narrow, has a deep dmnnirl domr

E.ntering the main river at Barber's Ranch, a good
nel is found until after ;

i clear chan-
o VWebe i

f:udem,‘ where the river slmu?s for : ZI]:u?i ghi:tﬁ:?:: sl
increasing in depth with little variation. Arrivinj :III.{'.-D; |
bend, below Sacramento City, the channel ccrntmctga nndm -
be followed aceording to the harbor plan, attached t«r.: the I?mi

Sn?gﬁ do not often obstruct the channel ; they lie a.lonc :;-

margin of the river, and are generally seen, except S
season of freshets. At the lowest stages :c:f t}i

-]‘}u‘ r -
maximum depth available for vessels proceeding u
mento river, owing .

again

during the
water, the
the Sacra-
to the obstruetions existing in portions of

does not exceed ten fi :
et : fl'DlIl q : 5 .
the San Joaguin river, : 1 to eight feet in

the channels,




Sketches of the view
along the Sacramento
River and “Middle Fork”
which was renamed
Steamboat Slough by
1856.
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Priest and Sutter Islands became Ryer Island,
Hogback Shoals noted on a more detailed map
By Commander Ringgold
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i lai : ADWALADER BINGGOLD
From San Tranciseo to Benicia..,.30 Mileg. M A e

Benicia to New York,............ cney20 M ‘
* to mouth of San Joaquin, 21 « R Sk
“  to mouth of Sae. River,...26 «& | CUiieuannssmnons us
“ Montezuma,........o.covur. 07 4 mc
“  Lone Tree Island,............29
Twin Houses,.................32
Seven Mile Slough,.........39
Wood Island, [2 M. Long.]40
Rio Vista,................... 41
Mouth of old Sae. River, 42
Mouth Cache creek slough,46
Hog's Back,.................. 48
Beaver Slough,........._.....52
Mouth Steamboat slough, 64
Mouth of Sutter slough,.,.54
Head of Sufter slough,....55
[one mile long.]
Head Steanilicat slough,
and junction with the main Sa¢ra-
mento rivér, [6 miles long.} 69
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Scenes of Wonder and Curiosity in California (1862) by James M. Hutchings

STEAMBOAT SLOUGH.

A short distance above the Hog's Back we arrived at the
junction of Sutter Slough with Steamboat Slough, and there
enter the narrowest part of the stream. As this slough is deep
and navigable, and moreover is about nine miles nearer for
sailing throughthan by the main, or “old river,” nearly all
vessels upward bound take this route; while those on the
downward trip (excepting steamboats) generally take the
main river, inasmuch as the wind is more favorable for their
return to San Francisco.

Sketches and Steamboat Slough description from: — UTCHINGS CALIFORNIA

HE BANKS OF THE SACRAMENTO RIVER.

GROUP OF SALMON OXN TI

As we pass through Steamboat Slough, we are impressed
with the narrowness of the channel for such large vessels, the
luxuriant foliage of the trees that adorn its banks, and the
snug little cabins,nearly shut out from sight by wild vines and
trees, that are seen at intervals on its margin. Indeed the
scenery, as you steam up or down the river, is picturesque in

no slight degree. Here and there, as you turn with the sudden =% : ‘ : - 7 ] Y
windings of the stream, you room upon the little boats of { & A Boat eXItlng north end

fishermen, and sloops, with their sails furled like the folded A = = - M Of Steamboat SlOUgh
wings of a sea-bird, waiting for the wind. The improvements — 1 - =
of the husbandman are everywhere seen along the

shorecottages half hidden among the dropping branches of

the sycamores, outhouses, haystacks, orchards, and

gardenswith their product of squashes and cabbages piled in

huge heaps; and here and there a school-house or church

gives a cheerful domestic character to the scene. The

landscape is diversified by the gnarled oaks, with vines

clinging about them for support, and their branches covered

with dark masses of mistletoe.

VIEW FIVE MILES ABOVE STEAMBOAT SLOUGH. SALMON FISHING, PAYING OUT THE SEINE.




T California Place Names by The Chrysopolis set the record for fastest travel time
rom tne rollowing pubication: . . . . t b t
“A M arid Besord Inveciaaon of Erwin G. Gudde 1949: from Sacramento to San Francisco...using Steamboa

HISTORICAL SITES AND SHIFWRECKS Steamboat. The word is found in the names -
ALONG THE SACRAMENTOC RIVER no fewer than ten physical features in
Eetween Sacramente City and Sherman State. It is mterestmg to observe that thes=

Isiand” were at least three different reasons for giving

the name. Steamboat Spring [Sonoma].
FPregarec by the Land Location and opening in the rocks...through which =
Eoundary Section, Califoraia constantly ejected, with the noise of a nu=
State Lands Commission ber of steamers, a body of steam sufficien:
August 10, 1988 ) could it be controlled, to propel a larz
amount of machinery” (Cronise, 1868, p:
172 £.). Steamboat Slough [Yolo]. “When th=
Sacramento was first navigated fewer obstruc-
tions to navigation were encountered in
s red circles y ; Steamboat Slough than in old Sacrament-
River, as the other branch is called. For mans

zars the slough was therefore the channel
~referred by navigators...” (Wood's Gazet-
-=r) Steamboat Rock [Humboldt]. The
name was gnen by the Coast Survey: “The
oper part is white and the lower black,
~19what resembling a steamer with a low
_,ALL hull and white upper works” (Coast

#:lot, 1903, p. 95)-
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Shipwrecks along Steamboat Slough
from 1848 to about 1880 show it was BN - A 5 ¢
a well traveled waterway. As silting I = | ‘ ‘ N ™ R
from hydraulic mining derbris started IN 1860~1861 RIO WSTA MS’ i it RS gEEL TV
to fill the river beds, steamboating | LOCATED 1.7 MILES NORTH OF
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Political cartoon from 1880
showing how hydraulic gold
mining may destroy
steamboat river travel in the
future. Hydraulic gold mining
was soon banned by the state
legislature, and plans were
made for the first dredging
project of the Delta
waterways.

Steamboat Slough was one of
the main channels to be
negatively affected by silting
from the mining “slickins”, but
it was later dredged along
with the main Sacramento
River or “Old River
Sacramento” as it was called
at that time.

AILS AT SECOND CLASS RATES®

)12 SAMCC THE SACRAMENTO RIVER IN THE FUTURE.



Collection:

David Rumsey Historical
Map Collection

Author:

e B A et P el -"‘.-L 1906 official survey shows that the Delta Islands and waterways have the same names as
24 Deparemane BN 52 . what we still use in the 21st Century. This map shows the “shoal” at the confluence of
£} Jas ERDO\N ol DRl o ' the West Branch and Middle Fork Commander Ringgold noted in his sailing Directions.

;i 1888

:@El iy AR : ', t -f,. A In addition, the “Hogsback Shoals” area is still showing, but the waterway called

' Z Avgzg:rsszal\ Distribution ’ it - G YA ¥ ;l'
6 ;.':"u s o % : ; i STt Mlddle Fork in 1850 is called Steamboat Slough.

California State Engineering

'rf Department.
" Sacramento
‘l'

Some official surveys referred to the
Sacramento River where Steamboat

y Ferry ”

Slough is shown in the official USGS @ P/ Landing

1906 survey

1827 Route of the Delta King and Delta Queen using Steamboat Slough, subject to tides.
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By 1935 the waterways had been dredged to clear out the mining
derbris that had raised slough beds, the “Hogsback Shoals” area
had become a peninsula with residential homes and camping, and
Steamboat Slough continued to be used for navigation and
recreation.
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By 1952 many more homes and the marina/resort (called Martin’s Island in the 1940’s) was further developed
along Steamboat Slough. In addition, other locations on Steamboat Slough would be developed: Hidden Harbor,
Sacramento County Hogback Island park, Steamboat Resorts, and Steamboat Bridge beach area, to name a few.
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~ Steamboat _Swlough & Ryer Island scenes 1940s to 1989’s




