
Starting approximately 2005, right during the time when there were ongoing studies on the Delta und er the project titles of DRMS 
Phase 1 and 2, Bay Delta Conservation Plan, Delta Restoration, NDIP and SDIP, WaterFix and EcoResto re, the locations of the 
Delta were confused in important ways.  Is this an indication that the persons doing to planning an d modeling used incorrect 
baseline data for some of the locations, including both islands and waterways?  How can a viewer of  a study trust the outcome of a 
study if something as simple as accurate location is not reported?

The following screen prints of incorrect Delta locations is provided as examples of the incorrect data about the Delta published
primarily by Ca. Dept of Water Resources, and also other government organizations or NGO’s, or thei r consultants.  These 
examples are provided to show the lack of attention to important an simple details like locations.  If the persons drafting the
plans to replumb the Delta and California’s water conveyence system can’t even use correct map loca tions, how can any
reasonable person trust the rest of the data in the reports?  In addition, using incorrect location  data has resulted in
publication of false data regarding specific location in the Delta, and decisions of BDCP and WaterFix/EcoRestore are based
on that incorrect data.
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DIRECTIONALLY CHALLENGED PLANNERS:  DWR, USBR, 
DSC, MWD, CALTRANS AND THEIR CONSULTANTS 
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Most of the Delta waterway names and island names 
have not changed since about 1870.  So why do the 
agencies and their Consultants drafting documents
related to the Delta use incorrect Location names?  
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1850

1873
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1865
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Portion of 2003 Hal Schell Map of the Delta, used as reference map
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NOAA charts used to list almost all of the marinas in the Delta.  There were at least 130 different marinas in the 1980s.
By 2012 the official noaa nautical map lists maybe 10 and there is no explanation of why the other permitted marinas
Were deleted from NOAA maps.
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People traveling in recreational
Vehicles go to the CalTrans
website to get travel maps that
specify the routes allowed for
RVs. However, SHR customers
called very concerned because
they could not figure out how
to travel to the park with Ryer
Island shown as a lake.
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CalTrans response to SHR request to correct the official map online at CalTrans website?  They simply eliminated reference
To State Route 84 and 220. Then CalTrans limited travel to RVs of 40 feet or less for SR 84, 220 and 160.  So will the 
Contractors doing work in the Delta have to limit their trucks and equipment to 40 feet or less and comply with posted weight
Limits on SR 84?
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Did SR 84 get renamed 160?  Also note that a “detour” in the Delta can
Mean adding 2-4 hours to your travel time due to bridge use and limits
On weight allowed on the ferrys.  For construction projects located on the 
East side of the Sacramento River, ALL construction traffic should be 
required to come from the east, not through the Delta, and not use SHR 84 
or 160 or whatever new name and number CalTrans plans to use.

CalTrans sign in Walnut Grove by the bridge, 
confusing people trying to get to Rio vista from 
Hwy 5 when Hwy 12 was blocked in the Delta



Examples of planning maps 
and studies:  the 2005 map 
(to the right)  of the “flooded 
islands” studies indicates the 
EDAW group was a bit 
confused about Delta island 
names!  Other studies simply 
eliminate the Delta and its 
waterways…
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To the right:  DWR “Breechin” studies for the In-Delta 
storage plans published the map to the right with many 
incorrect islands located.  Who would trust the quality of 
their baseline data and outcome based on this map?

Below:  What happened to the Sacramento River, 
Steamboat Slough, Sutter Slough, Georgiana Slough, etc?
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Examples of incorrect historical 
data that has been published by 
DWR, related to Ryer Island.  Note 
the Paul Marshall email from the 
first page of this set.  As of the 
2017 WaterFix hearings the 
incorrect baseline data from 
DRMS Phase 1 was still being used 
with no reference to the corrected 
data also on the DWR website



By 2014 a pattern of mistakes or incorrect data was identified for several locations in the Delta, including Ryer Island, Yolo Bypass,
McCormack-Williamson Tract, and individual Delta island histores were revised as well.
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Map below reflects  incorrect island reclamation timing based on DWR past studies and the Thompson 1957 report.
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Note that the agencies all 
appear to use Google 
maps and Google has 
been changing the names 
of Delta Islands and 
waterways at least since 
2005.  USACE map lists 
Steamboat Slough as 
“Sacramento River”.  Well, 
it IS part of the 
Sacramento River, but 
since 1865 was called 
Steamboat Slough.

As of 11/1/2017 Google
still was using wrong
island names as Webb 
Tract was listed as “King 
Edward” Island, Holland 
Tract is listed at Bethel 
Island, Bethel Island and 
Victoria Island are not 
named.  Liberty Island 
Reservoir also does not 
show on Google-Iphone
map, but on Bing maps it 
does. 
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More location confusions
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Online media, especially weather maps, start eliminating reference to the Delta, and if the rivers
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When CalTrans publishes detour maps that omit major 
travel routes in the North Delta, it makes it hard for 
travelers to find their way around.  Limiting the ferry 
to crossing only every 20 minutes can create quite a 
traffic backup at the ferry landings unnecessarily.
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Delta “forests” of oak, sycamore and willow historically included areas like Wood Island across from Rio Vista on the
Sacramento River, and the banks of Brannan Island and Grand Island and Ryer Island.  Map drafter seems to have 
forgotten about places like Wood Island when drawing historical map references.
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National Atlas.gov makes the 
Sacramento River look like a little 
channel;  same for Steamboat Slough 
and Sacramento Ship channel.  It this the 
future of the region that used to be 
referred to as the Delta?
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Basemap from ca.dot.gov or CalTrans.  Note how most of the waterways of the Delta are eliminated on this map, yet the very 
reason the roads are designated as “scenic” is because of the views of the Delta waterways.
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Energy.ca.gov eliminates the rivers in California entirely, even though a large portion of energy comes from the dams 
and river flows!  This map shows newly approved energy projects including a solar project for Ryer Island?
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UC Davis professor presentation using wrong island names
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