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3.2.2 Current State Water Board Flow Requirements

The current Bay-Delta flow requirements are contained in the 2006 Bay-Delta Plan and in D-
1641. D-1641 implements portions of the 1995 Bay-Delta Plan. D-1641 accepts the
contribution that certain entities, through their agreements, will make to meet the flow-
dependent water quality objectives in the 1995 Plan, and continues the responsibility of DWR
and USBR for the remaining measures to meet the flow-dependent objectives and other
responsibilities. In addition, D-1641 recognizes the San Joaquin River Agreement (SJRA) and
approves, for a period of twelve years, the conduct of the Vernalis Adaptive Management Plan
(VAMP} under the SJRA instead of meeting the San Joaquin River pulse flow objectives in the
1995 Plan. The 2006 Bay-Delta Plan is consistent with D-1641 and makes only minor changes
to the 1995 Bay-Delta Plan, allowing the staged implementation of the San Joaquin River spring
pulse flow objectives and other minor changes. The 2006 Bay-Delta Plan also identifies a
number of issues requiring additional review and planning including: the pelagic organism
decline (POD), climate change, Delta and Central Valley salinity, and San Joaquin River flows.

Current Delta outflow requirements, set forth in Tables 3 and 4 in both the 2006 Bay-Delta Plan
and D-1641, take two basic forms based on water year type and season: 1) specific numeric
Delta outflow requirements; and 2) position of X2, the horizontal distance in Kilometers up the
axis of the estuary from the Golden Gate Bridge to where the tidally averaged near-bottom
salinity is 2 practical salinity units (psu). The Delta outflow requirements are expressed in Table
3 as a Net Delta Outflow Index (NDOI). The NDOI is a calculated flow expressed as Delta
Inflow, minus net Delta consumptive use, minus Delta exports. Each component is calculated
as described in the 2006 Bay-Delta Plan and D-1641. An electrical conductivity (EC)
measurement of 2 64 mmhos/cm at Collinsville station C2 can be substituted for the NDOI
during February through June. The most downstream location of either the maximum daily
average or the 14-day running average of this EC level is commonly referred to as the position
of “X2" in the Delta. Table 4 specifies EC measurements at two specific locations and
alternatively allows an NDOI calculation at these locations.



