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This title may be cited as the "Central Valley Project Improvement Act." m’%

SEC. 3402. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this title shall be:

(@)
(b)
(©
(d)
(e)

®

to protect, restore, and enhance fish, wildlife, and associated habitats in the
Central Valley and Trinity River basins of California;

to address impacts of the Central Valley Project on fish, wildlife and
associated habitats;

to improve the operational flexibility of the Central Valley Project;

to increase water-related benefits provided by the Central Valley Project to
the State of California through expanded use of voluntary water transfers and
improved water conservation;

to contribute to the State of California’s interim and long-term efforts to
protect the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary;

to achieve a reasonable balance among competing demands for use of Central
Valley Project water, including the requirements of fish and wildlife,
agricultural, municipal and industrial and power contractors.

SEC. 3403. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this title:

(a)

the term "anadromous fish" means those stocks of salmon (including
steelhead), striped bass, sturgeon, and American shad that ascend the
Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers and their tributaries and the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta to reproduce after maturing in San Francisco Bay or the
Pacific Ocean;
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(b)
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(4) by adding at the end the following: "(e) Nothing in this title shall affect
the State’s authority to condition water rights permits for the Central
Valley Project.”

FISH AND WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACTIVITIES - The Secretary,
immediately upon the enactment of this title, shall operate the Central Valley
Project to meet all obligations under state and federal law, including but not
limited to the federal Endangered Species Act, 16 U.S.C. s 1531, et seq., and
all decisions of the California State Water Resources Control Board
establishing conditions on applicable licenses and permits for the project. The
Secretary, in consultation with other State and Federal agencies, Indian tribes,
and affected interests, is further authorized and directed to:

(1) develop within three years of enactment and implement a program
which makes all reasonable efforts to ensure that, by the year 2002,
patural production of anadromous fish in Central Valley rivers and
streams will be sustainable, on a long-term basis, at levels not less than
twice the average levels attained during the period of 1967-1991;
Provided, That this goal shall not apply to the San Joaquin River
between Friant Dam and the Mendota Pool, for which a separate
program is authorized under subsection 3406(c) of this title; Provided
further, That the programs and activities authorized by this section
shall, when fully implemented, be deemed to meet the mitigation,
protection,” restoration, and enhancement purposes established by
subsection 3406(a) of this title; And provided further, That in the
course of developing and implementing this program the Secretary
shall make all reasonable efforts consistent with the requirements of
this section to address other identified adverse environmental impacts
of the Central Valley Project not specifically enumerated in this
section.

(A) This program shall give first priority to measures which protect
and restore natural channel and riparian habitat values through
habitat restoration actions, modifications to Central Valley
Project operations, and implementation of the supporting

. measures mandated by this subsection; shall be reviewed and
updated every five years; and shall describe how the Sécretary
intends to operate the Central Valley Project to meet the fish,
wildlife, and habitat restoration goals and requirements set
forth in this title and other project purposes.

(B) As needed to achieve the goals of this program, the Secretary
is authorized and directed to modify Central Valley Project
operations to provide flows of suitable quality, quantity, and
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