Public Comment
Bay-Delta Phase | Working Draft Report

n = . Deadline: 12/16/16 12:00 noon
United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
Mid-Pacific Regional Office

2800 Cottage Way D) ECEIVE |

, Sacramento, CA 93825-1898 o

INREPLY REFER TO 12-16-16

DEC 16 2016 SWRCB Ck

BDO-400
ENV-6.00

Ms. Jeanine Townsend

Clerk to the Board

State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 100

Sacramento. CA 93812

Subject: Comment Letter — Bay Delta Phase [1 Working Draft Science Report
Dear Ms. Townsend:

The Burcau of Reclamation-appreciates the opportunity to comment on the “Working Drafi
Scientific Basis Report for New and Revised Flow Requirements on the Sacramento River and
Tribwtaries. Eastside Tributaries to the Delta, Delta Outflow., and Interior Delta Operations.”
We are understand that this is a significant undertaking by the State Water Resources Control
Board.

In general. Reclamation believes the document and unimpaired flow concepts presented within
the document do not reflect that the waterways associated with the Central Valley Project have
been highly modified by human activities to provide for other beneficial uses of water beyond
native species. Reclamation believes the system must be considered in the broader context of the
capabilities of the water control facilities and other beneficial uses of the water in order to
develop a plan that makes sense biologically. and is at the same time protective of other potential
uses of the water.

The document discusses the potential for modifications to water control operations in a very
eeneral sense and with limited description of the actual implementation of the modifications.
Without finer resolution to how these modifications would actually be implemented (or
potentially balanced given the conflicts summarized above). we do not believe we have the
ability to analyze the benefits or impacts to these changes at this time. As such. we plan to
review and provide more detailed comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental
Document for Phase [T when the document is made available. However. for vour consideration,
we have also attached a limited number of comments that are somewhat more specific to
particular portions of the document.



If you should have any questions on this matter. please contact Ms. Carolyn Bragg.

Reclamation’s point of contact for this review. at 916-414-2433 or cbragg@usbr.gov.

Sincerely.

Gutto R Comep—

o~ David G. Murillo
2" Reoional Direclor

4 g
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