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Eileen Sobeck 
Executive Director 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
Subject:  Report of Potential Exceedance of South Delta Water Quality Agricultural 
Objective 
 
Dear Ms. Sobeck: 
 
 
Pursuant to Condition A.9 of the State Water Resources Control Board’s Order WR 
2010-0002 (Order), this letter serves as notification to the Board of the potential for the 
30-day average electrical conductivity (EC) South Delta Water Quality Objectives at Old 
River at Tracy Road Bridge, at Old River near Middle River San Joaquin River, and at 
Brandt Bridge to exceed 0.7 milliSiemens per centimeter (mS/cm) beginning on or 
around April 30, 2021.  
 
Current conditions in the south Delta are as follows (data as of April 20, 2021):  

Gage Location 
Mean Daily EC 

(mS/cm) 

Daily mean 

progression from 

April 1st EC 

(mS/cm) 

SJR at Brandt Bridge (C-6) 0.26 0.74 

Old River near Middle River (C-8) 0.28 0.67 

Old River at Tracy Road Bridge (P-12) 0.71 1.14 

SJR at Vernalis (C-10) 0.19 0.54 
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It is anticipated that the South Delta agricultural objective at Old River near Tracy Road 
Bridge will be exceeded on April 30, 2021 and may continue to be exceeded throughout 
the summer. There is also potential for the objective to be exceeded at Old River near 
Middle River and San Joaquin River and at Brandt Bridge as well, although it is less 
likely. 
 
Conditions to date have been extraordinarily dry.  Based upon the April 1 B120 runoff 
forecast, the Sacramento Valley and San Joaquin River indices remain classified as 
critical water year types.  The October through March precipitation for the San Joaquin 
Basin is ranked as the fifth driest on record and observed October through March runoff 
for the San Joaquin Valley is the sixth driest on record.   
 
DWR and Reclamation will continue to undertake all practicable measures to improve 
water quality in the south Delta, including intermittently altering the operation of the 
culvert flap gates in the barriers.  Specifically, when the agricultural barriers are installed 
this year, the flap gates at the Old River near Tracy barrier will be tied open from time to 
time throughout the summer to balance water levels with water quality. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this notification, please contact Ms. Tracy Hinojosa 
of DWR at (916) 574-2333. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
______________________________                   
Molly White, Chief 
Water Operations Office 
Division of Operations and Maintenance 
Department of Water Resources  

 
 
cc: (See attached list.) 
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John Herrick, Esq. 
South Delta Water Agency 
1806 Kettleman Lane, Suite L 
Lodi, California  95242 
 

Carl P. A. Nelson 
Bold, Polisner, Maddow, Nelson and 
Judson 
2125 Oak Grove Road, Suite 210 
Walnut Creek, California  94598 

 

Dante John Nomellini, Esq. 
Nomellini, Grilli and McDaniel 
P.O. Box 1461 
Stockton, California  95201 

Michael Jackson 
P.O. Box 207 
Quincy, California  95971 

   

 

Jennifer Pierre, General Manager 
State Water Contractors 
1121 L Street, Suite 1050 
Sacramento, California  95814 

Josh Grover, Water Branch Chief 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
P.O Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA  94244 

   

 

Tim O’Laughlin 
O’Laughlin and Paris LLP 
2617 K Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, California  95816 

Ken Kundargi 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
830 S Street 
Sacramento, California  95816 

   

 

Leticia Ramirez, City Attorney 
City of Tracy 
333 Civic Center Plaza 
Tracy, California  95376 

Rebecca Akroyd, General Counsel 
San Luis-Delta Mendota Water Authority 
400 Capitol Mall, 27th Floor 
Sacramento, California  95814 

 

 
Amy L. Aufdemberge 
Assistant Regional Solicitor 
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-1712 
Sacramento, California 95825 
 
Kristin White, Operations Manager 

 
Wendy Bogdan, General Counsel 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
1416 9th Street 
Sacramento, California  95814 
 
Michael George, Delta Watermaster 

 

Central Valley Operations Office 
Bureau of Reclamation 
3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 300 
Sacramento, California  95821 
 
Thomas J. Shephard, Sr. 
P.O. Box 20 
Stockton, California  95201 
 
 
 
 

State Water Resources Control Board 
1000 I Street 
Sacramento, California 95812 
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bcc:  DWR (JLeahigh, MWhite, THinojosa, TPettit, IUecker, TSmith, JMcQuirk, TMizell, 
AChu) 

USBR (KWhite, EKiteck, RField)  
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