
Figure 1 
Sacramento Valley 

Water Year Hydrologic Classification 

Year classification shall be determined by computation of the following equation: 

INDEX  =  0.4 * X + 0.3 * Y + 0.3 * Z

Where: X =  Current year’s April – July 
Sacramento Valley unimpaired runoff 

Y =  Current October – March 
Sacramento Valley unimpaired runoff 

Z =  Previous year’s index1 

The Sacramento Valley unimpaired runoff for the current water 
year (October 1 of the preceding calendar year through September 
30 of the current calendar year), as published in California 
Department of Water Resources Bulletin 120, is a forecast of the sum
of the following locations: Sacramento River above Bend Bridge, 
near Red Bluff; Feather River, total inflow to Oroville  Reservoir; 
Yuba River at Smartville ; American River, total inflow to Folsom 
Reservoir.  Preliminary determinations of year classification shall be 
made in February, March, and April with final determination in May. 
These preliminary determinations shall be based on hydrologic 
conditions to date plus forecasts of future runoff assuming normal 
precipitation for the remainder of the water year. 

   

 

Index 
Classification    Millions of Acre-Feet (MAF) 

Wet……………… Equal to or greater than 9.2 

Above Normal….. Greater than 7.8 and less than 9.2 

Below Normal….. Equal to or less than 7.8 and greater than 6.5 

Dry…………….... Equal to or less than 6.5 and greater than 5.4 

Critical………..… Equal to or less than 5.4
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 1 A cap of 10.0 MAF is put on the previous year’s index (Z) to account for required flood control reservoir releases during wet years. 
2 The year type for the preceding water year will remain in effect until the initial forecast of unimpaired runoff for the current water year is 

available. 

188. 
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